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that if given the chance, they will embrace
the most honorable form of government ever
devised by man. I believe these things be-
cause freedom is not America’s gift to the
world; it is the Almighty God’s gift to each
man and woman in this world.

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and
freedom abroad, we will build a safer world
and a more hopeful America. By reforming
our systems of Government, we’ll help more
Americans realize their dreams. We'll spread
ownership and opportunity to every corner
of the land. We will pass the enduring values
of our country on to a new generation, and
we will continue to work for freedom and
peace.

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet
times in the life of a nation when little is
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those
times. This is a time when we need firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the
values that makes this a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week when
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I'll never for-
get. There were workers in hardhats yelling
at me, “Whatever it takes.” I remember try-
ing to console the first-responders, the brave
firefighters and policemen who had gone into
rubble and come out emptyhanded—a lot of
them had come out emptyhanded. They'd
lost their buddies. A guy looked me right in
the eye, and he said, “Do not let me down.”
I wake up every morning thinking about how
to better protect our country. I will never
relent in defending America, whatever it
takes.

Four years ago, as I traveled this great
State asking for the vote, I made a pledge
that if you gave me a chance to serve, I would
uphold the honor and the dignity of the office
to which I had been elected. With your help
and with your hard work, I will do so for
the next 4 years.

God bless. Thank you all. Thanks for com-

ing.

NotTE: The President spoke at 5:06 p.m. at the
Cambria County War Memorial Arena. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senator Zell Miller of Geor-
gia, who made the keynote address at the Repub-
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lican National Convention; Mayor Donato B.
Zucco of Johnston, PA; Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on the Situation in Sudan
September 9, 2004

The United States is appalled by the vio-
lence in Darfur, Sudan. Our Government has
led the international effort to end the suf-
fering there by speaking clearly about the cri-
sis and sending assistance to the suffering.
We have provided more than $211 million
in aid and humanitarian relief, and we will
provide an additional $250 million. To end
the conflict, we helped broker a cease-fire
and worked closely with the African Union
to deploy monitors and soldiers to investigate
violations.

I sent Secretary of State Powell to Darfur
and Khartoum to demand that the Sudanese
Government act to end the violence. We
sponsored a strong Security Council resolu-
tion, which passed on July 30. This resolution
called on the Government to disarm the
Janjaweed militias which have terrorized the
people of Darfur and bring their leaders to
justice. Secretary Powell later sent a team
of investigators into the refugee camps to
interview the victims of atrocities. As a result
of these investigations and other information,
we have concluded that genocide has taken
place in Darfur. We urge the international
community to work with us to prevent and
suppress acts of genocide. We call on the
United Nations to undertake a full investiga-
tion of the genocide and other crimes in
Darfur.

The Government of Sudan has not com-
plied with U.N. Security Council resolutions
and has not respected the cease-fire which
it signed. The rebels are also guilty of cease-
fire violations and failing to carry out past
commitments. It is clear that only outside ac-
tion can stop the killing. My Government is
seeking a new Security Council resolution to
authorize an expanded African Union secu-
rity force to prevent further bloodshed. We
will also seek to ban flights by Sudanese mili-
tary aircraft in Darfur.
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The world cannot ignore the suffering of
more than 1 million people. The U.S. will
continue to help relieve suffering, as we de-
mand that the Janjaweed disarm, and that
the Government, Janjaweed, and Darfur
rebels end the violence.

Remarks in Huntington,
West Virginia
September 10, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you
all very much for coming. By the sound of
things, it sounds like the Herd is thundering.
It's good to be back here in Huntington.
Thank you all for the hospitality. You know,
this isn’t my first time here. I've liked it every
time I've come because the people are down-
to-Earth, hard-working, decent, and they
love America just like I do.

I want to thank our friends from Ohio who
have joined us today. I appreciate you com-
ing. I want to thank our friends from Ken-
tucky who are here today. And of course, I
want to thank my friends from West Virginia
who are here. Thank you all for coming.

I told Zell we're going to have a heck of
a day. He’s helping to kick it off in fine fash-
ion. You know, Zell Miller, he represents a
lot of folks out there who are wondering
whether or not it’s okay to vote Republican.
He’s what I would call a discerning Demo-
crat. More importantly, he is a proud Amer-
ican, and I'm proud to call Zell Miller friend.

I'm here to ask for the vote. I'm here to
let you know that I'm willing to get amongst
the people and say, “I need your vote, and
I need your help to win this election.” You
see, we have a duty in this country to vote,
and I would hope you would go out and reg-
ister your friends and neighbors. Remind
them we have a duty. Register our fellow Re-
publicans; register independents; register
discerning Democrats. Then after you reg-
ister them, get them headed to the polls. And
when you get them headed to the polls, re-
mind them, if they want a safer America, a
stronger America, and a better America, put
Dick Cheney and me back in there for 4
more years.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!
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The President. Thank you all. Zell said—
we got on the bus after flying up from Wash-
ington, and he said, “I wish you'd have
brought Laura.” He’s got really good judg-
ment. [Laughter] You know, when I asked
Laura to marry me, she said, “Fine, I'll be—
I'm willing to marry you, just so long as I
never have to give a political speech.”
[Laughter] She was a public school librarian
who didn’t particularly care about politics or
politicians. I said, “That’s fine, you'll never
have to give a speech.” And we got married.
Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to that prom-
ise. [Laughter] She is a—the country saw,
in New York City, she not only gives a good
speech, but she’s gracious and strong. She’s
comforting. I love her dearly. Perhaps the
most important reason of all in putting me
back in office is so that Laura will have 4
more years as your First Lady.

I appreciate Congresswoman Shelley
Moore Capito from the great State of West
Virginia joining us today. Shelley Moore is
a fine, fine Member of the United States
Congress. She’s a class act. I also appreciate
today traveling with Senator Mike DeWine
from the State of Ohio. I appreciate you com-
ing, Mike. He too is a fine United States Sen-
ator, and I'm proud his son Patrick is joining
us today as well.

I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials here. I want to thank all the candidates
for throwing your hat in the ring. I appreciate
the Wil Gravatt Band. I want to thank the
Parkersburg Base Army Reserve Charlie
Company, the 463d Engineering Battalion.
Thank you all for coming.

Most of all, thank you all for taking Friday
out of your life to come. I appreciate you
being here—for taking this Friday to come
here. I appreciate it. It means a lot to me.
I know it means a lot to Zell. See, I'm looking
forward to this campaign. I'm going to tell
the people where I stand and what I believe
and where I'll lead this country.

I believe every child can learn and expect
every school to teach. I went to Washington
to challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. I believe we ought to raise standards.
I believe we ought to measure early to solve
problems before it’s too late. I believe we
got to stop this practice of just shuffling kids
through our schools year after year, grade
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