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Prior to this Congress, the filibuster had 
never been used to block the confirmation 
of a judicial nominee. But in recent months, 
the use of this obstructionist tactic by some 
Democrats has become commonplace. With 
today’s action, 10 appeals court nominees 
have now been filibustered. 

The Senate minority’s unfair treatment of 
these nominees demonstrates the breakdown 
in the judicial confirmation process. More 
than 18 months ago, I proposed a plan that 
would ensure that judicial nominees receive 
timely hearings and up-or-down votes no 
matter who is President or which party con-
trols the Senate. I again urge the Senate— 
Republicans and Democrats alike—to put an 
end to the partisan politics of the past and 
ensure judicial nominees are given the timely 
up-or-down votes they deserve. The Senate 
owes it to these fine men and women and 
to the American people. 

Statement on Congressional Passage 
of Legislation To Provide Funding 
for the United States Military 

July 22, 2004 

My most solemn duty as President is to 
protect the lives of the American people, and 
I have worked consistently for the largest de-
fense buildup in a generation. America con-
tinues to be at war, and the legislation passed 
today by the Congress delivers the funding 
necessary to ensure that our troops are the 
best paid, the best equipped, and the best 
trained in the world. 

I also commend the Congress for con-
tinuing to provide the resources necessary to 
support the critical missions of our troops in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. As I have said repeat-
edly, our troops will have what they need to 
do their job, and I am pleased that a bipar-
tisan majority in the Congress continues to 
stand with me to support our military. 

I look forward to signing this legislation 
into law. 

Executive Order 13347—Individuals 
With Disabilities in Emergency 
Preparedness 

July 22, 2004 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to strengthen 
emergency preparedness with respect to in-
dividuals with disabilities, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. To ensure that the Fed-
eral Government appropriately supports 
safety and security for individuals with dis-
abilities in situations involving disasters, in-
cluding earthquakes, tornadoes, fires, floods, 
hurricanes, and acts of terrorism, it shall be 
the policy of the United States that executive 
departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government (agencies): 

(a) consider, in their emergency prepared-
ness planning, the unique needs of agency 
employees with disabilities and individuals 
with disabilities whom the agency serves; 

(b) encourage, including through the pro-
vision of technical assistance, as appropriate, 
consideration of the unique needs of employ-
ees and individuals with disabilities served by 
State, local, and tribal governments and pri-
vate organizations and individuals in emer-
gency preparedness planning; and 

(c) facilitate cooperation among Federal, 
State, local, and tribal governments and pri-
vate organizations and individuals in the im-
plementation of emergency preparedness 
plans as they relate to individuals with dis-
abilities. 

Sec. 2. Establishment of Council. (a) 
There is hereby established, within the De-
partment of Homeland Security for adminis-
trative purposes, the Interagency Coordi-
nating Council on Emergency Preparedness 
and Individuals with Disabilities (the ‘‘Coun-
cil’’). The Council shall consist exclusively of 
the following members or their designees: 

(i) the heads of executive departments, the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Administrator of 
General Services, the Director of the 
Office of Personnel Management, and 
the Commissioner of Social Security; 
and 
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