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Korea. We talked about the Palestinian/
Israeli issue. I reminded him that I was the 
first President ever to articulate the vision 
of a Palestinian state. No other President has 
ever done that. I was pleased to do so be-
cause I believe that is the best hope for the 
Palestinian people and the best way to pro-
mote peace. 

But no, our discussions—we don’t spend 
any time on politics, you’ll be happy to hear. 
We spend time on what’s best for our respec-
tive countries and how we can work together. 

Prime Minister Persson. We talked about 
all people’s freedom and peace in the whole 
world, and then we touched upon some spe-
cific issues that is of mutual interest to us. 
We can discuss that because we are both 
democrats, and we are both strongly in favor 
of freedom and building democratic institu-
tions. That what’s—is what we have in com-
mon. And then, also, we realize that Eu-
rope—and Sweden is a part of Europe—and 
U.S. are interdependent and we need each 
other for the future good development in the 
world. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Lakhdar Brahimi, Special Adviser 
to the U.N. Secretary-General; Muqtada Al Sadr, 
Iraqi Shiite leader whose militia engaged in an 
uprising in Iraq in early April; Gen. John P. 
Abizaid, USA, combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of 
North Korea.

Statement on the United Nations 
Security Council’s Resolution on 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
April 28, 2004

Last September, I called on the United 
Nations Security Council to urge the cooper-
ative action of all U.N. members against the 
illicit trafficking of nuclear, chemical, and bi-
ological weapons. I commend today’s unani-
mous Security Council resolution, which an-
swers that call. 

It now remains for all member states to 
act on the measures urged by this resolution. 
Member states should enact strict export 
controls, criminalize the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction, and secure all 
related materials within their borders. 

Today’s resolution is an important achieve-
ment. We must continue to press these ef-
forts to ensure that the world’s most destruc-
tive weapons are kept from the world’s most 
dangerous regimes and organizations.

Remarks Following a Conversation 
With the National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 
States and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

April 29, 2004

The President. The Vice President and 
I just finished a good conversation with the 
9/11 Commission. It was wide ranging. It was 
important. It was just a good discussion, and 
I appreciate the members. 

I want to thank the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman for bringing the Commission here 
and giving us a chance to share views on dif-
ferent subjects. They had a lot of good ques-
tions. I’m glad I did it. I’m glad I took the 
time. This is an important Commission, and 
it’s important that they ask the questions they 
ask so that they can help make recommenda-
tions necessary to better protect our home-
land. It was—I enjoyed it. 

Let me ask—answer a couple of questions. 

President’s Meeting With the 9/11 
Commission 

Q. Mr. President, what topic did the Com-
missioners want to spend most of the time 
on? And were there any subjects that you 
didn’t answer or were advised by your Coun-
sel not to answer? 

The President. No, I was never advised 
by my Counsel not to answer anything. I an-
swered every question they asked. Really—
probably best that I not go into the details 
of the conversation. Let them incorporate 
into their report. There was a lot of interest 
in—about how to better protect America. In 
other words, they’re very interested in the 
recommendations that they’re going to lay 
out, and I’m interested in those as well. 

And we discussed a lot of things, Terry 
[Terence Hunt, Associated Press], a lot of 
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