AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

302

Chancellor Schroeder. The Balkans.

President Bush. The Balkans. There’s no
question we differed on Iraq; we don’t differ
on whether Iraq ought to be free and peace-
ful. And so, no, I look forward to good rela-
tions—continued good relations with Ger-
many and Gerhard Schroeder.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Situation in Haiti

Q. Mr. President, would it help settle
things in Haiti if’ President Aristide were to
resign?

President Bush. The Secretary of State
has made some comments. Let me follow up
on those by saying that we're interested in
achieving a political settlement, and we’re
still working to that effect. We're also, at the
same time, planning for a multinational force
that would go in and make sure that if aid
needed to be delivered or there needed to
be some stability, that it could go in, depend-
ent upon a political settlement.

Freedom and Democracy in the Middle
East

Q. Mr. President, what do you expect Ger-
many’s cooperative role to be in the Middle
East initiative that you plan to do at the G-
8 Summit?

President Bush. 1 think it's—the Chan-
cellor and I were talking about the need to
help promote the institutions for free soci-
eties to develop. We both understand that
the office we hold is always bigger than the
occupant. And whether it be in the Pales-
tinian territories or elsewhere in the Middle
East, it is essential, first and foremost, to put
institutions in place that survive the whims
of men and women.

And so we share this common belief that
it’s important to get the structure right in
order for free societies to develop. That’s why
the Bonn Conference, for example, relating
to Afghanistan, was so important, because it
began the process of putting the institutions
in place for a free Afghanistan to exist. And
the Chancellor understands that.

There’s a lot of work we can do. There’s
some skepticism as to whether or not people
in the Middle East can self-govern. I strongly
reject that skepticism, and I might call it criti-
cism if people hold that attitude, because I
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believe that freedom is inherently a part of
every soul and that if given the proper struc-
ture and proper institutions, people can self-
govern. And a self-governing Middle East,
one based upon freedom and democracy, will
make the world more peaceful. It’s a legacy
that we need to work on in order to help
change the habits of violence and fear and
frustration that had spawned terror in the
Middle East.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Chancellor
Schroeder spoke in German, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter. A reporter referred
to President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.
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Today, we pay tribute to the deep friend-
ship between the German and American
people. The sacrifices of two generations,
and the visionary leadership of our forebears,
created the conditions for a Europe whole,
free, and at peace at the dawn of the 21st
century.

We renew our determination to work to-
gether, and with our friends and allies in Eu-
rope and beyond, to achieve a more secure,
prosperous, and just world. We are com-
mitted to strengthen transatlantic relations,
and act in common purpose to address the
challenges before us.

The foundation of German and American
relations remains our shared commitment to
the values of freedom, democracy, and the
rule of law, and to economic opportunity and
prosperity through free and open markets.
These are fundamental to our own societies,
and to our common efforts in meeting the
great challenges of a new era: the nexus of
threats posed by terrorism, weapons of mass
destruction, tyranny, poverty, the lack of op-
portunity, and violent extremism.
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In this spirit, we commit our nations to
an ambitious goal, rooted in our shared val-
ues and experience: to promote freedom, de-
mocracy, human dignity, the rule of law, eco-
nomic opportunity, and security in the Great-
er Middle East. Fear and resentment must
be replaced with freedom and hope.

We must build a genuine partnership, con-
necting Europe and America with the wider
Middle East, aimed at cooperating with the
countries and peoples of that region to
achieve these just objectives, and to live side
by side in peace. Together with our friends
and allies in Europe and the Greater Middle
East, we will coordinate our efforts closely
to respond to calls for reform in the region,
and to develop specific proposals to put be-
fore the GS, U.S.-EU, and NATO Summit
meetings, which will be held in June 2004.

At the same time, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to the vision of two states—Israel and
Palestine—living side by side in peace and
security, and renew our commitment to the
“Roadmap” as the best means of moving for-
ward toward that goal.

We pledge to enhance the international ef-
fort to help the people of Afghanistan restore
peace and security in their nation, including
by the further expansion of NATO’s Inter-
national Security Assistance Force. We will
also work together to achieve success at the
upcoming international conference on Af-
ghanistan, hosted by Germany. We welcome
the agreement on a new constitution for Af-
ghanistan, and place particular emphasis on
creating the conditions for free, fair and
peaceful elections in Afghanistan later this
year.

We are united in support of a free Iraq:
a secure, unified, democratic, and fully sov-
ereign nation, at peace with itself and its
neighbors that will contribute to world peace
and stability. We welcome and support the
vital and growing role of the United Nations
in Iraq, and look forward to the transfer of
sovereignty to a new Iraqi government on
July 1, 2004.

We are resolved to strengthen our eco-
nomic relations by increasing opportunities
for trade and investment between the Euro-
pean Union and the United States, and by
promoting trade liberalization and economic
development for all countries through the

303

Doha Development Agenda negotiations. In
the framework of the G8, we will cooperate
to help the poorest countries benefit more
fully from the global economy. We remain
committed to our joint fight against poverty
in the world, and we also undertake to tackle
the scourge of HIV/AIDS and to cooperate
to improve the world environment.

We reaffirm our commitment to NATO as
the anchor of our collective defense and an
essential forum for transatlantic consulta-
tions. We underscore our support for the
continuing process of European integration
and stress the importance of Europe and
America working together as partners in a
community of shared values. We welcome
the historic enlargement of both NATO and
the European Union, which takes place this
spring, advancing our goal to erase decades
of division in Europe.

With a common agenda of action, the Ger-
man-American alliance will prove as critical
to the advance of freedom, security, and
prosperity in the 21st Century as it was in
the second half of the 20th Century.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Death of President
Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia

February 27, 2004

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of President Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia,
a distinguished leader and a great friend of
the United States. On behalf of the American
people, T extend condolences to President
Trajkovski’s family and to the people of Mac-
edonia.

President Trajkovski showed extraordinary
courage in leading his country from the brink
of civil conflict to peace by signing the Ohrid
Framework Agreement. The United States
strongly supports President Trajkovski’s vi-
sion of a multi-ethnic, democratic Macedonia
at peace with itself and its neighbors and on
the path to full membership in the trans-
atlantic community.
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