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We should also conduct this difficult de-
bate in a manner worthy of our country, with-
out bitterness or anger. In all that lies ahead,
let us match strong convictions with kindness
and good will and decency.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Action To Block
Medical Liability Reform

February 24, 2004

I am disappointed that a minority in the
Senate has again decided to play politics and
block our Nation’s ability to accomplish med-
ical liability reform.

Today’s vote is a blow to America’s fami-
lies, because pregnant women are losing ac-
cess to their obstetricians and gynecologists
due to frivolous and abusive lawsuits. Preg-
nant women who need prenatal and obstetric
health care services deserve access to doctors
in their own communities. Without the pas-
sage of reasonable reforms, the Nation’s
badly broken medical liability system will
continue to drive physicians like obstetricians
and gynecologists out of the practice of medi-
cine and drive up the costs of health care
for all Americans. For the benefit of Amer-
ica’s families and for the sake of our health
care system, there needs to be medical liabil-
ity reform this year.

Statement on the Parliamentary
Elections in Iran

February 24, 2004

I am very disappointed in the recently dis-
puted parliamentary elections in Iran. The
disqualification of some 2,400 candidates by
the unelected Guardian Council deprived
many Iranians of the opportunity to freely
choose their representatives. I join many in
Iran and around the world in condemning
the Iranian regime’s efforts to stifle freedom
of speech—including the closing of two lead-
ing reformist newspapers—in the runup to
the election. Such measures undermine the
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rule of law and are clear attempts to deny
the Iranian people’s desire to freely choose
their leaders.

The United States supports the Iranian
people’s aspirations to live in freedom, enjoy
their God-given rights, and determine their
own destiny.

Statement on Signing the NASA
Flexibility Act of 2004

February 24, 2004

Today, I have signed into law S. 610, the
“NASA Flexibility Act of 2004.” The Act
strengthens the ability of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration to manage
effectively the NASA personnel upon whom
the future successes of America’s civil space
program depend.

Section 3 of the Act enacts new sub-
sections 9802(g), (h), and (i) in title 5 of the
United States Code, which purport to re-
quire or regulate the submission of certain
plans, recommendations, and budget re-
quests to the Congress. The executive branch
shall construe these subsections in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to supervise the unitary executive
branch, to withhold information the disclo-
sure of which could impair the deliberative
processes of the Executive, and to rec-
ommend for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President judges
necessary and expedient.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 24, 2004.

NoOTE: S. 610, approved February 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108-201. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Executive Order 13329—
Encouraging Innovation in
Manufacturing

February 24, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
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