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the service of the brave men and women of
the National Guard and Reserve.

By supporting our Guardsmen and Reserv-
ists, employers across our Nation also are
helping to advance freedom and democracy
around the world. At the same time, these
employers benefit from the experience and
leadership skills these citizen-soldiers bring
home. Employer support of our Guard and
Reserve in the United States and abroad
helps ensure our troops are mission-ready
and is a source of pride and assurance for
all Americans. This country is grateful to em-
ployers and workers for their support of
Guard and Reserve members and their fami-
lies. Because military deployment often dis-
rupts families and businesses, my Adminis-
tration is working to make deployments more
predictable. Together, our National Guard
and Reserve forces and their employers are
united in purpose and reflect the highest
standards of professionalism and honor.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 16
through November 22, 2003, as National
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
Week. I encourage all Americans to join me
in expressing our heartfelt thanks to the
members of our National Guard and Reserve
and their civilian employers for their extraor-
dinary sacrifices on behalf of our Nation. |
also call on State and local officials, private
organizations, businesses, and all military
commanders to observe this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 18, 2003]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 19.
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Statement on Senate Action To Block
Up-or-Down Votes on Judicial
Nominations

November 14, 2003

Today’s partisan action to block up-or-
down votes on Justice Priscilla Owen, Judge
Carolyn Kuhl, and Justice Janice Rogers
Brown is inconsistent with the Senate’s con-
stitutional responsibility and is just plain
wrong. Once again, a partisan minority of
Senators has thwarted the will of the majority
and stood in the way of voting on superb
judicial nominees.

These obstructionist tactics are shameful,
unfair, and have become all too common. At
a time when the American people have im-
portant issues backlogged in the courts, par-
tisan Senators are playing politics with the
judicial process at the expense of timely jus-
tice for the American people.

I commend Senate Republicans, especially
Leader Frist, Chairman Hatch, and Senator
Santorum, for their leadership and commit-
ment to the Constitution and basic fairness.
During their 40-hour debate, these Senators
have focused on the damaging vacancies that
exist on the Federal courts of appeals, the
highly qualified individuals | have nominated
to serve, and the Senate’s obligation to vote
on every judicial nominee.

No matter who is President or which party
controls the Senate, the American people de-
serve a well-functioning, independent judici-
ary and a commitment by all Senators to live
up to their constitutional obligation.

Proclamation 7734—America
Recycles Day, 2003

November 14, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

To preserve America’s majestic beauty, we
must conserve our natural resources and
practice responsible stewardship. On Amer-
ica Recycles Day, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to conservation and recognize the in-
crease in recycling in the last two decades.
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