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to answer either of them, since you violated
a major rule. [Laughter] At least it's not a
cell phone. [Laughter]

Randy, you tell me, how many sources
have you had that’s leaked information that
you've exposed or have been exposed? Prob-
ably none. I mean this town is a—is a town
full of people who like to leak information.
And | don't know if we're going to find out
the senior administration official. Now, this
is a large administration, and there’s a lot of
senior officials. |1 don’t have any idea. I'd like
to. I want to know the truth. That’s why I've
instructed this staff of mine to cooperate fully
with the investigators—full disclosure. Ev-
erything we know, the investigators will find
out. |1 have no idea whether we'll find out
who the leaker is, partially because, in all due
respect to your profession, you do a very
good job of protecting the leakers. But we’ll
find out.

In terms of Prime Minister Sharon, | have
constantly said Israel should defend herself.
But I've also told—as I mentioned to you
at the press availability yesterday—that it's
important for the Prime Minister to avoid
escalation, that the decisions he makes to de-
fend her people are valid decisions. We
would be doing the same thing. This country
will defend our people.

But we are also mindful when we make
decisions, as the Prime Minister should be,
that the—that he fully understand the con-
sequences of any decision and that while he
defends his people that there is not—that he
doesn’t create the conditions necessary for—
that would cause the escalation—the vio-
lence to escalate.

Q. Did the strike on Syria—did the strike
on Syria cause an escalation?

The President. The Prime Minister must
defend his country. It's essential. This is a
country which recently was attacked by a
suicider that killed innocent children and
women, people that were celebrating in a
restaurant. And he must do what is necessary
to protect himself. At the same time, as |
said yesterday and will continue to say to
Ariel Sharon, “Avoid escalating violence.”

Listen, thank you all. Anybody else did not
get a question in this vaunted press corps?
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American League Championship Series

Q. Red Sox—Red Sox or Yankees?

The President. Listen, I'm excited about
the playoffs. | tuned in after the state dinner
that was somewhat covered in the press yes-
terday. [Laughter] But it was—you know, it's
good for baseball. My team, of course, was
eliminated in June. [Laughter]

Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel. A reporter referred to former Ambas-
sador Joseph C. Wilson 1V, who served as CIA
envoy to Niger in February 2002.

Statement on the Decision of Senator
Don Nickles Not To Seek Reelection

October 7, 2003

For more than two decades, Don Nickles
has served the people of Oklahoma and
America as a distinguished United States
Senator. As a longtime member of the Senate
leadership and most recently as chairman of
the Senate Budget Committee, he has led
efforts to keep Government spending in
check and to keep more money in the pock-
ets of American taxpayers. He has left his
mark on virtually every major issue that has
moved through the Senate. Senator Nickles
is a friend and trusted adviser, and | look
forward to working with him for the remain-
der of his time in the Senate and in the fu-
ture.

Laura and | extend our thanks and best
wishes to Don, Linda, and their four chil-
dren, Don, Jenny, Kim, and Robyn, for their
commitment to public service, and we wish
them all the best.

Statement on the Decision by the
Court of Appeals for the Tenth
Circuit on the Do-Not-Call Registry

October 7, 2003

Today’s decision by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Tenth Circuit to allow the FTC
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to enforce the Do-Not-Call Registry is a vic-
tory for Americans who want to reduce the
nuisance of unwanted telephone solicitations.
The American people have the right to limit
annoying telemarketing calls, and 1 am
pleased that both the Federal Trade Com-
mission and the Federal Communications
Commission will now be able to ensure that
Americans have that choice while the courts
continue to consider the issues.

Remarks on Domestic Violence
Prevention

October 8, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing, and welcome to the White House. In
a few moments, | will sign a proclamation
naming October National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. | do so to focus attention
on this urgent and very important issue. |
will announce two initiatives we are launch-
ing to combat domestic violence in our coun-
try.

A home, a family, should be a place of sup-
port, should be a peaceful place, not a place
of cruelty and brutality. Domestic violence
betrays the most basic duties of life. It vio-
lates the law. It's wrong. It is a crime that
must be confronted by individuals, by com-
munities, and by government.

All of you here today have taken up the
vital cause—the really important cause—of
defending the vulnerable from domestic vio-
lence. Too often its victims suffer in secret
and in silence. You make it easier for them
to step out of the shadows and get the help
and love they need. Your compassion is sav-
ing lives. Your country is grateful. Thank you
for what you do.

I appreciate Tommy Thompson being
here. He's the Secretary of Health and
Human Services. Many of the initiatives on
family violence come from his Department.
As Governor of Wisconsin, he made a name
for dealing with domestic violence, and he’s
carried his passion, as have I, to Washington,
DC, to help.

| appreciate Jack Potter, who is the Post-
master General. There’s a reason he is here.
It has something to do with a stamp that I'll
be describing here. [Laughter]

1341

I appreciate very much Diane Stuart, the
Director of the Office of Violence Against
Women, from the Department of Justice.
Thank you for coming. Thank you for being
aleader.

We've got a special Senator here with us
today, a person who flew all the way back
from his home State of Colorado. He’s here
because he sponsored the legislation creating
the Stop Family Violence stamp. I'm hon-
ored that you've come back, Senator Camp-
bell. Ben Nighthorse Campbell is a compas-
sionate, decent human being, and I'm proud
to call him friend. Thanks for coming.

I want to thank Sheryl Cates, who is the
executive director of the National Domestic
Violence Hotline and the Texas Council on
Family Violence. She’s on the stage with me.
The hotline received its one millionth call
in August. That's a lot of calls, but it's a lot
of help as well. And | want to thank Sheryl
for being here, my fellow Texan. [Laughter]
Lynn Rosenthal is the executive director of
the National Network to End Domestic Vio-
lence. Lynn is with us as well here. Thank
you for coming. And Rita Smith, the execu-
tive director of the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, is on the stage
as well. These three women are leaders in
the attempt to make somebody’s life better,
and | really appreciate you all coming.

As well we've got Monique Blais who's
with us today. Monique brought her mother,
Marci, to the White House. [Laughter] The
reason Monique is here is that she designed
the artwork for the Stop Family Violence
stamp. And | really appreciate your talents,
and when people see the stamp, they’ll—
when | say “talent,” they’'ll know what | mean
when | say “talent,” because it’s really a great
piece of work. We want to thank you for com-
ing. And | want to thank you all for being
here.

Domestic violence cuts across every line
of geography and income. Abuse is found in
every community in our country—every
community—and it must be fought in every
community. Hundreds of thousands of inci-
dents of domestic violence are reported
every year. The sad news is, many go unre-
ported. About a third of women murdered
each year in America are killed by this type
of violence, and nearly half the households
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