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all Americans to honor our agricultural heritage and to recognize our farmers and ranchers for their remarkable contributions to our
Nation’s vitality and prosperity.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.
George W. Bush
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003]
NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 30.

Proclamation 7709—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 2003
September 25, 2003
By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation
As members of America’s Armed Forces
now protect our country by engaging the enemies of freedom in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and
on other fronts in the war against terrorism,
they carry on a noble legacy. Today, Americans and millions around the world enjoy
freedom because of the service and sacrifice
of our military men and women.
The cost of America’s freedom is often
personal. Few pay more dearly than our Gold
Star Mothers, who have endured the death
of a son or daughter in service to our country.
More than 75 years ago, one mother’s determination to transform her personal loss
into good works led to the creation of the
American Gold Star Mothers. After receiving
notice of her son’s death in aerial combat
during World War I, Grace Darling Seibold
devoted her energy to volunteering in a local
hospital. She began reaching out to other
mothers whose sons had died in military service to the Nation. She organized a group of
these special mothers to help them comfort
each other and care for hospitalized veterans.
Their organization was named after the gold
star service flag that families hung in their
windows in honor of family members who

had died in military service. After years of
planning, it became a national organization
in 1928. Since then, brave women have continued to come together as Gold Star Mothers to ease the burden of their loss and to
serve others.
Today, numerous chapters of Gold Star
Mothers across our Nation offer important
programs and services to enhance the lives
of veterans and provide support for their
families. Their civic education programs and
help for those in need honor the lives of their
sons and daughters and strengthen America.
The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as
amended), has designated the last Sunday in
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.
Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 28,
2003, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon
all Government officials to display the flag
of the United States over Government buildings on this solemn day. I also encourage the
American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate meetings in their homes, places
of worship, or other suitable places as a public expression of the sympathy and respect
that our Nation holds for our Gold Star
Mothers.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.
George W. Bush
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003]
NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 30.

Executive Order 13317—Volunteers
for Prosperity
September 25, 2003
By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
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United States of America, and in order to
encourage volunteer service by highly skilled
Americans to support major initiatives by the
United States for promoting health and prosperity around the world, it is hereby ordered
as follows:
Section 1. (a) Policy. A part of USA Freedom Corps, ‘‘Volunteers for Prosperity’’ is a
call to service to support major U.S. initiatives that promote health and prosperity
around the world. Deploying highly skilled
volunteers abroad is an efficient way to use
our resources consistent with the objectives
of the United States Government’s global
prosperity agenda. United States volunteers
will help to achieve the objectives of the
global prosperity agenda, including providing
clean water to the poor, promoting democratic governance, developing economic freedom, promoting free and open markets, and
stemming the spread of HIV/AIDS.
The investment of Federal resources to
enable U.S. volunteers to work with nongovernmental and voluntary service organizations overseas is a preferred use of our resources and also will help leverage private
sector resources. United States citizens who
are skilled professionals and who volunteer,
when matched with organizations working on
specific U.S. prosperity initiatives overseas,
can provide invaluable support for these initiatives and will supplement and complement
the traditions and accomplishments of the
Peace Corps.
United States prosperity initiatives that
can benefit from volunteer service include,
but are not limited to, the Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief, the Digital Freedom Initiative, the Water for the Poor Initiative, the
Trade for African Development and Enterprise Initiative, and the Middle East Partnership Initiative.
Volunteer service in support of other initiatives, consistent with U.S. foreign policy,
shall be considered as well.
(b) Applicability. The following agencies
are subject to the requirements of this order:
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), the Department of
State, the Department of Commerce, the
Department of Health and Human Services,
and such other Federal agencies as the President may designate in the future.
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Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) Agencies subject
to this order shall each establish within their
respective organizations an Office for Volunteers for Prosperity (Office) or, as appropriate, an operating unit within an office.
(b) Each agency subject to this order shall
provide its Office or unit with appropriate
staff, administrative support, and resources
to meet its responsibilities under this order.
(c) Each of these Offices or units shall
begin operations no later than 30 days from
the date of this order.
(d) Agencies subject to this order shall
consider, in evaluating grant applications for
assistance activities to be implemented
abroad, the applicant’s use of highly skilled
U.S. volunteers to support U.S. prosperity
objectives and initiatives.
Sec. 3. Purpose. To the extent permitted
by law, the purpose of the Offices will be
to promote, expand, and enhance well-defined volunteer service opportunities for
highly skilled U.S. professionals who wish to
work with nongovernmental and voluntary
service organizations around the world in
support of major U.S. prosperity initiatives
as identified in section 1 of this order. Such
promotion, expansion, and enhancement
would include actively participating in the
design and selection processes for grants
within their agencies, tracking the use of U.S.
private volunteer organizations by their agencies, and coordinating with White House Offices including the USA Freedom Corps, the
Office of National AIDS Policy, and the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, as appropriate.
Sec. 4. Funding. Agencies subject to this
order are hereby directed to use their best
efforts to use funds available for the U.S.
prosperity initiatives listed in section 1 of this
order to provide appropriate support to organizations that use highly skilled U.S. volunteers to accomplish the objectives identified
in those initiatives.
Sec. 5. Coordination. The USAID shall
serve as the inter-agency coordinator for the
Volunteers for Prosperity initiative. In that
capacity, the USAID shall coordinate the activities that fall within the scope of the initiative and report on the progress of the initiative to the USA Freedom Corps Office, within the White House Office. The reports shall
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be submitted within 180 days after the date
of this order and annually thereafter. The
USA Freedom Corps Council shall encourage consistency in policies and practices
within the agencies subject to this order, as
appropriate, for purposes related to the Volunteers for Prosperity initiative.
Sec. 6. Administration. The actions directed by this order shall be carried out subject to the availability of appropriations, to
the extent permitted by law, and consistent
with the agencies’ missions.
Sec. 7. Judicial Review. This order is intended only to improve the internal management of the executive branch of the Federal
Government, and it is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity, against the United States, its departments, agencies, or other entities, its officers or employees, or any other person.

of promise and compassion for all, and may
the coming year be filled with hope and happiness.
Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a blessed Rosh Hashanah.
George W. Bush
NOTE: An original was not available
verification of the content of this message.
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George W. Bush
The White House,
September 25, 2003.
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003]
NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on September 30.

Message on the Observance of
Rosh Hashanah, 5764
September 26, 2003
I send greetings to those observing Rosh
Hashanah.
For the Jewish community in the United
States and around the world, this holiday
marks the beginning of the New Year and
the onset of the Days of Awe. Rosh Hashanah is a time to seek the mercy and forgiveness of the Almighty and your fellow man,
to reflect on past actions, and to demonstrate
renewed commitment to faith and family.
May you find inspiration for the days ahead
as you remember the devotion of Abraham
and Isaac and their willingness to sacrifice
everything to do right.
During this holy time, I encourage you to
pray for peace and mutual understanding
throughout the world. May we build a future

September 20
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.
The President declared a major disaster in
the District of Columbia and ordered Federal aid to supplement the District’s recovery
efforts in the area struck by Hurricane Isabel
on September 18 and continuing.
The President declared a major disaster in
Delaware and ordered Federal aid to supplement State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Isabel on September 18 and continuing.
September 21
In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.
September 22
In the morning, the President had an intelligence briefing. Later, he met with Special
Presidential Envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay
Khalilzad. He then met with Minister of Foreign Affairs Li Zhaoxing of China to discuss
the situation in North Korea.
Later in the morning, the President met
with Labor Secretary Elaine L. Chao, Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel
R. Martinez, Deputy Education Secretary
Eugene Hickok, Deputy Veterans Affairs

