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NoTe: The address was recorded at 10:30 a.m.
on August 22 in Bend, OR, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on August 23. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 22 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Terrorist Bombings
in Mumbai, India

August 25, 2003

I strongly condemn the bombings in
Mumbai, India, which killed dozens of inno-
cent people and injured many more. Acts of
terror are intended to sow fear and chaos
among free peoples. | hope that the per-
petrators of these murders will be identified
quickly and brought to justice.

On behalf of all Americans, | send condo-
lences to all affected by today’s tragedy and
to the Government and people of India.

Statement on the Death of
John J. Rhodes

August 25, 2003

John Rhodes was a statesman and a leader
in the United States Congress. He was ad-
mired by Republicans and Democrats alike
for his 30 years of tireless work for the people
he represented and the country he loved.
Laura joins me in sending our thoughts and
prayers to his wife, Elizabeth, and the entire
Rhodes family.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Luncheon in St. Paul, Minnesota

August 26, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. | appre-
ciate such a huge response for our invitation
to come for a little light meal. [Laughter]
It's an honor to be back in the beautiful State
of Minnesota and two such vibrant cities. The
temperature differential is nice too, I might
add. [Laughter]

I came up from Crawford today. What |
really want to do is thank you for your sup-
port and your friendship and to let you know
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that today we're laying the groundwork for
what is going to be a great national victory
in November of 2004.

| appreciate the fact that you have contrib-
uted, but I want you to know I'm going to
count on you to contribute more. | need you
to tell your neighbors, and for those of you
who go to coffee shops, you be telling them
in the coffee shops that this President and
this administration will continue to work for
a positive and hopeful vision for every single
American.

I'm loosening up, and I'm getting ready
for the campaign. [Laughter] But there’s
going to be plenty of time for politics, be-
cause I've got a job to do. I'm focused on
the people’s business, and we have a lot on
our agenda in Washington, DC. Until the po-
litical season starts for me, | will continue
to work to earn the confidence of every
American by keeping this Nation secure and
strong and prosperous and free.

My big regret today is that the First Lady
is not traveling with me. She’s in Crawford
with Barney. [Laughter] But | want you to
know that it is a great comfort to live in the
White House with Laura Bush. She is a great
First Lady, a fabulous wife. | love her dearly,
and she sends her best.

I want to thank Ben Whitney for his will-
ingness to lead this campaign here in the
State of Minnesota. | appreciate my friend
Rudy Boschwitz for taking a leadership role
for this event today and for the remaining
events. | want to thank all the State cochair-
men, starting with a fine man and a guy who
is doing a good job as your Governor, Tim
Pawlenty. Tim, thank you for coming today.

I'll never forget the rally that | attended
here in 2002 for United States Senator Norm
Coleman. I'm sorry Norm can’t be here, but
it's a joy to work with him in the United
States Senate. He is doing a fine job on be-
half of the citizens of Minnesota.

I thank Congressman Gil Gutknecht for
coming today. | appreciate his hard work,
and it's been a joy to work with him and oth-
ers of the Minnesota delegation. 1 want to
thank your State auditor for coming. | appre-
ciate the leadership of the legislature for
being here, the speaker of the house as well
as the Minnesota minority leader in the State
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