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Working with governments and private
groups and faith-based organizations, we will
build on the progress in Uganda by estab-
lishing a comprehensive system to prevent,
diagnose, and treat AIDS.

We will support abstinence-based edu-
cation for young people and provide com-
prehensive services to prevent millions of
new infections. We will provide HIV testing
and purchase antiretroviral medications and
other drugs that are needed to extend lives.
We will help establish broad and efficient
networks to deliver drugs. We will help build,
renovate, and equip clinics and laboratories.
We'll prepare doctors, nurses, and other
health care professionals to treat AIDS more
effectively. And the resources America pro-
vides will also help to hire and train childcare
workers to look after orphans and provide
care at home to many AIDS patients.

This week, a committee of the House of
Representatives took an important step to
fund the first year of this effort. I ask the
Senate to move quickly as well. And I urge
the entire Congress to fully fund my request
for the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief so
that America can help turn the tide against
AIDS in Affrica.

All of our actions in Africa—from fighting
AIDS to promoting security and prosperity
across the continent—represent the ideals
that have always guided America in the
world. The United States is committed to the
success of Africa, because the peoples of Af-
rica deserve to live in freedom and dignity
and to share in the progress of our times.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at approximately
8:15 a.m., local time, on July 11 at the Sheraton
Pretoria Hotel and Towers in Pretoria, South Affri-
ca, for broadcast at 10:06 am., e.d.t., on July 12.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 11 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. Due to the
6-hour time difference, the radio address was
broadcast after completion of all other Presi-
dential activities for July 12. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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Statement Welcoming the New
Leadership of the African Union

July 12, 2003

I congratulate President Joaquim Alberto
Chissano of Mozambique on his appointment
as the new President of the African Union.
I also extend congratulations to President
Konare of Mali on his appointment as the
new Chair of the Commission of the African
Union. I am confident that the African
Union—and the people of Africa—will be
well-served by the experience and vision
these two leaders bring to these important
posts.

Africa is a place of both great potential
and daunting challenges. The United States
shares the hopes of peoples across the Afri-
can Continent for a future of greater peace,
greater freedom, and greater development.
And America will work in partnership with
all African nations committed to these great
goals.

The African Union has the mandate and
the responsibility to respond effectively to
Africa’s challenges, including instability, ter-
rorist threats, challenges to the effective rule
of law, HIV/AIDS, poverty, and humani-
tarian emergencies. I look forward to the Af-
rican Union continuing to play a vital role
in shaping Africa’s future under its dynamic
new leadership.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations and an Exchange
With Reporters

July 14,2003

The President. I'm so honored that Kofi
Annan has come back to the Oval Office.
We've had a great discussion. I briefed him
on my trip to Africa, his native continent, and
I told him that I was most impressed with
the possibilities of the continent. I saw the
potential, and I also saw many of the prob-
lems. And I want to thank the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his work on hunger and HIV/AIDS.
We're going to work closely with him to help
defeat the pandemic.
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