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the remarkable role they have played in our
history and culture.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of June, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 25, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 26.

Statement on the Death of
Bob Stump

June 24, 2003

Congressman Bob Stump lived a distin-
guished life of service as a World War II vet-
eran, an Arizona State legislator, and a
United States Congressman. He was a gifted
leader who remained true to his principles
and made an indelible mark on those who
were fortunate enough to know him. As one
of the few Members of Congress who served
as chairman of both the House Veterans” Af-
fairs Committee and the Armed Services
Committee, he was admired for his tireless
efforts on behalf of the men and women in
uniform. Laura joins me in sending our
thoughts and prayers to Nancy and the entire
Stump family during this difficult time.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Homeland
Security Legislation

June 24, 2003

I commend the House of Representatives
for acting quickly to approve funds for our
continued effort to strengthen homeland se-
curity and protect the American people. I'm
particularly pleased that the House bill sup-
ports my request to help train, equip, and
prepare first-responders across our Nation.
The bill also supports important core func-
tions of the newly created Department of
Homeland Security, including border secu-
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rity, infrastructure protection, and informa-
tion analysis.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders

June 25, 2003

Medicare Reform Legislation

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'll take some questions at the end of the
EU Summit. I'm so honored that members
of both political parties from the House of
Representatives have come to discuss our
mutual desire to get a Medicare reform pack-
age passed. Members of both parties have
made up their minds that we can do a good
job on behalf of seniors by making sure that
Medicare is a modern system.

We are making great progress on this
issue. We have an historic opportunity to
seize the moment and get a good bill done.
There’s good momentum on the side of those
of us who believe that we have an obligation
to serve something greater than ourselves or
our political parties. And I want to thank,
again, members of both parties who are
working hard to reach a consensus on behalf
of our country’s seniors.

We've got Nancy Johnson and Congress-
man Israel here, who are very competent
spokesmen for what is necessary to achieve
a common objective. And I want to thank
the Members. I look forward to working with
you. Whatever amount of energy and effort
is required from the White House, we will
provide it, to get a bill done this summer,
one that I can sign, and then we can all go
back to our districts—in my case, tour the
country—and say we have accomplished a
major objective. Together—we work to-
gether.

Thank you all for coming. Now you're sup-
posed to yell a question so I know what
you're going to ask later on. [Laughter]

Q. What are you going to tell the unde-
cided Republicans this afternoon?

The President. Wrong question. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. The economy?

The President. The economy? Okay,
good. We know about that. That’s good.
[Laughter]
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