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quickly give final approval to this agreement, 
and I’m sure they will. Singapore is a nation 
that is small in size but large in influence. 
With this agreement, Singapore becomes an 
even more valued economic partner of the 
United States. 

Mr. Prime Minister, your nation has also 
been a vital and steadfast friend in the fight 
against global terror. Singapore has made de-
termined and successful efforts to break up 
terror plots before they can take innocent 
lives. 

As a member of the U.N. Security Council, 
Singapore worked hard to secure the passage 
of Resolution 1441, requiring Iraq to live up 
to its international obligations. And now with 
Iraq’s liberation, Singapore will send police 
and health care workers to help with Iraq’s 
reconstruction. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I appreciate your na-
tion’s contribution as we overcome great dan-
gers and defend the peace. I’m grateful as 
well for your commitment to a world that 
trades in freedom and for all the hard work 
on both sides that have made this agreement 
possible. We take great pride in the strong 
relationship between our countries. 

Welcome to Washington, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chan Heng Chee, Singapore’s Am-
bassador to the United States. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong of Singapore.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and Singapore 
May 6, 2003

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong today signed the 
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) and celebrated the strength and vital-
ity of the bilateral relationship between the 
United States and Singapore. 

In the signing ceremony and in their Oval 
Office meeting, the two leaders expressed 
conviction that the FTA, the first ever be-
tween the United States and an Asian nation, 
would enhance mutual prosperity and rein-

force the strategic partnership between the 
two nations. The two leaders expressed hope 
that the FTA would be a catalyst for trade 
liberalization and enhanced growth in the re-
gion and beyond. In this regard, the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister reaffirmed their 
commitment to achieving a successful out-
come at the World Trade Organization’s 
Doha Development Agenda trade negotia-
tions. The President also reaffirmed his com-
mitment to the Enterprise for ASEAN Initia-
tive (EAI), which he launched at APEC in 
2002 with Leaders from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The EAI 
sets forth a roadmap to promote increased 
investment, economic growth, and free trade 
between the United States and ASEAN 
countries. 

The President and the Prime Minister 
agreed that the U.S.-Singapore security part-
nership has helped foster stability in Asia. 
The President also thanked Singapore for its 
leadership beyond the region, including as 
a key member of the Coalition on Iraq. 
Singapore supported the U.S.-led coalition to 
disarm Iraq out of a belief that the world 
must send a strong message of deterrence 
to other regimes and terrorist networks that 
might be looking to use weapons of mass de-
struction. Prime Minister Goh welcomed the 
successful conclusion of combat operations 
in Iraq, and the two leaders agreed to co-
operate closely to deliver the humanitarian 
assistance and services necessary to help the 
people of Iraq build a stable, prosperous, and 
democratic state. In that regard, the Presi-
dent welcomed Singapore’s offer to dispatch 
a medical team, police personnel, and techni-
cians to help rebuild Iraq. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
reviewed recent developments in Southeast 
Asia. President Bush praised Singapore’s ef-
forts to respond to the challenge of terrorism 
in Southeast Asia. The two leaders noted that 
enhanced cooperation among ASEAN na-
tions and international cooperation with the 
region has helped disrupt terror plots and 
led to the apprehension of members of the 
Jemaah Islamiyah terrorist network. They 
welcomed recent arrests in Indonesia and the 
exceptional progress made in the investiga-
tion of the October 2002 Bali bombings. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 07:28 May 13, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P19MYT4.009 P19MYT4



553Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / May 7

However, the President and the Prime Min-
ister agreed that the war against terrorism 
in Southeast Asia is far from over. The two 
leaders pledged to redouble their efforts to 
work with other leaders in the region and 
through multilateral organizations, including 
ASEAN and APEC, to defeat terrorism. 
They also reaffirmed their commitment to 
work with other states in Asia to achieve the 
complete, verifiable, and irreversible elimi-
nation of North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
discussed the global health threat posed by 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 
President Bush commended Singapore for its 
quick, decisive, and transparent response to 
SARS and expressed confidence that Singa-
pore’s efforts to prevent the spread of the 
disease would succeed. President Bush also 
welcomed Prime Minister Goh’s leadership 
in initiating the Special ASEAN Leaders 
Meeting and ASEAN-China Leaders Meet-
ing on SARS held in Bangkok on April 29, 
2003. Given American leadership in the bio-
medical field and Singapore’s advanced re-
search facilities, President Bush and Prime 
Minister Goh agreed that the two countries 
should explore prospects for collaborative ef-
forts to understand new health threats which 
put the world community at risk, including 
tropical diseases and biological warfare 
agents. The two leaders tasked their respec-
tive health and medical experts to begin con-
sultations on possible joint projects. 

The warm discussion between the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister and the signing 
of the U.S.-Singapore FTA strengthens their 
personal friendship and the partnership be-
tween their two nations. The goodwill gen-
erated today will be valuable in moving for-
ward on their common agendas. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Presidential Determination on 
Eligibility of Serbia and Montenegro 
To Receive Defense Articles and 
Services Under the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as Amended, 
and the Arms Export Control Act 
May 6, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–22

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Eligibility of Serbia and Montenegro to 
Receive Defense Articles and Services Under 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
Amended, and the Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including by section 503(a) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, and 
section 3(a)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, I hereby find that the furnishing of de-
fense articles and services to Serbia and 
Montenegro will strengthen the security of 
the United States and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this finding to the Congress and to publish 
it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2003] 

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 14. 

Executive Order 13298—
Termination of Emergency With 
Respect to the Actions and Policies of 
UNITA and Revocation of Related 
Executive Orders 
May 6, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
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