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The leaders welcomed African develop-
ment initiatives, such as the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), and
called upon African countries to take advan-
tage of opportunities provided by the African
Growth and Opportunity Act. They recog-
nized that long-term economic prosperity
will require strong leadership at home to pro-
mote economic freedom, coupled with sup-
port from both local and international com-
munities.

The leaders expressed concern over the
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic and other infectious diseases in Africa
and their impact on social, economic, and se-
curity sectors. Kenya and Ethiopia lauded the
Bush Administration for its leadership in the
global fight against these diseases and for
being the largest, single contributor to the
Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis, and Malaria. They resolved to give
high priority to the campaign to eradicate
these diseases, and the United States re-
affirmed its support.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Emomali
Rahmonov on the Relationship
Between the United States of
America and the Republic of
Tajikistan

December 10, 2002

We declare our commitment to continue
the development of our long-term strategic
partnership and cooperation between our na-
tions, based on our common goal of pro-
moting peace, security, economic develop—
ment, and democracy in the Republic of
Tajikistan and in Central Asia.

We note the deepening relationship be-
tween our two countries, demonstrated by
the appointment of the first Tajik Ambas-
sador in Washington and the beginning of
construction for a new U.S. Embassy in
Dushanbe. This growing relationship is based
on our common goals of security, prosperity,
and liberty for the citizens of our nations.
We will continue to work together to advance
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these goals through cooperation on economic
and political reform and poverty reduction
in Tajikistan, with the aim of more fully inte-
grating the Republic of Tajikistan into the
global economy and raising the standard of
living and respect for human rights. Further,
we will maintain our security relationship,
working together to combat threats to peace
worldwide  while  further  developing
Tajikistan’s independent ability to address
these threats.

We are cognizant of the threats that inter-
national terrorism, the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and narcotics traf-
ficking pose to Tajikistan, to Central Asia and
to the entire world, and will work together
and with others to address these threats while
respecting human rights. Further, we pledge
to continue the war against terror to a suc-
cessful conclusion, both in Afghanistan and
worldwide. We recognize the threat that the
Taliban and al-Qa’ida posed to regional secu-
rity and the key role Tajikistan plays in the
global coalition against terror. We have
worked together closely, and will continue
to do so, to combat the Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan and other extremist forces in
Central Asia. We welcome the removal of the
Taliban from power in Afghanistan, while
noting with concern the presence of Taliban
and Al-Qa’ida remnants that wish to continue
to destabilize the regional situation. Our two
countries pledge to support the Transitional
Islamic State of Afghanistan in its efforts to
rebuild that country and integrate it into the
broader international structure. We will
make all necessary efforts to facilitate the
provision of aid to Afghanistan, and urge our
global partners in this effort to fulfill their
pledges of reconstruction aid.

We jointly note the threat that the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction
poses to international peace and security, and
declare our steadfast opposition to such pro-
liferation. In this regard, we commend the
United Nations Security Council for its unan-
imous passage of Resolution 1441, and call
on the Government of Iraq to comply fully
with the terms of the resolution by allowing
unfettered inspections and destroying all of
its weapons of mass destruction.
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Recognizing the importance of democratic
political systems, rule of law, and market-ori-
ented economic policies in providing for the
welfare and stability of our societies, we
pledge to further develop the economic rela-
tionship between the United States and the
Republic of Tajikistan, while working jointly
to carry out democratic and legal reforms
within Tajikistan that expand fundamental
freedoms and human rights.

We further underscore the importance of
rule of law as a prerequisite for economic
development. The United States welcomes
the efforts Tajikistan has made to integrate
its economy into the global market, and will
continue to assist Tajikistan in reforming its
legal structures to better provide for rule of
law and economic freedom with the goal of
encouraging investment in the Republic of
Tajikistan.

We state our commitment to the principles
of democracy and human rights, and pledge
to work jointly to extend and strengthen civic
institutions such as free and independent
media, democratic elections, political plu-
ralism, and civil society. In this spirit, we re-
affirm our commitment to basic human
rights as enshrined in the founding docu-
ments of the United Nations and the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, of which we are both members. We
further make clear our concern regarding the
worldwide problem of trafficking in persons,
and pledge our mutual assistance to combat
in both of our countries this modern form
of slavery. Finally, we confirm our joint ef-
forts to enhance understanding between the
citizens of our two countries. In this regard,
the U.S. government has initiated a substan-
tial program to enhance computer
connectivity for Tajikistan’s schools, and the
U.S. Peace Corps will consider sending an
assessment team to Tajikistan in 2003 with
the view of establishing a country program
there.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Dec. 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Statement on the National Strategy
To Combat Weapons of Mass
Destruction

December 11, 2002

Today I have issued the National Strategy
to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction.
The strategy establishes a comprehensive ap-
proach to counter the growing threat from
weapons of mass destruction (WMD), in-
cluding nuclear, radiological, biological, and
chemical weapons. This strategy is integral
to the National Security Strategy of the
United States of America and the National
Strategy for Homeland Security. We will not
permit the world’s most dangerous regimes
and terrorists to threaten our Nation and our
friends and allies with the world’s most de-
structive weapons.

Weapons of mass destruction pose a grave
danger. They could allow America’s adver-
saries to inflict massive harm against our
country, our military forces abroad, and our
friends and allies. Some rogue states, includ-
ing several that support terrorism, already
possess WMD and are seeking even greater
capabilities as tools of coercion. For them,
these are weapons of choice intended to
deter us from responding to their aggression
against our friends in vital regions of interest.
For terrorists, WMD would provide the abil-
ity to kill large numbers of our people with-
out warning. They would give them the
power to murder without conscience on a
scale to match their hatred for our country
and our values.

Our national strategy to combat WMD is
based on three pillars. We will pursue robust
counterproliferation policies and capabilities
to deter and defend against the use of these
weapons. We will strengthen nonprolifera-
tion measures to prevent states and terrorists
from acquiring WMD. We will increase our
preparations to respond effectively to any use
of WMD against us or our friends and allies.
To succeed, we must use new technologies,
strengthen our intelligence capabilities, work
even more closely with allies, and establish
new partnerships with other key states, in-
cluding former adversaries.
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