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incident, strengthen the position of U.S. ex-
porters of nuclear equipment and tech-
nology, and permit us to provide safety assist-
ance to the world’s least-safe reactors more
effectively.

I urge the Senate to act expeditiously in
giving its advice and consent to ratification
of the Convention on Supplementary Com-
pensation for Nuclear Damage, with a dec-
laration as set forth in the accompanying re-
port of the Department of State.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 14, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 15. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Statement on the North Korean
Nuclear Weapons Program

November 15, 2002

I welcome yesterday’s strong statement by
the Korean Peninsula Energy Development
Organization (KEDO) on the need for North
Korea to eliminate its nuclear weapons pro-
gram and its decision to suspend further
shipment of fuel oil to North Korea begin-
ning in December. We are working closely
with our partners in KEDO and our friends
around the world to address this shared chal-
lenge.

North Korea has acknowledged that it is
actively pursuing a nuclear weapons program
based on enriched uranium. This program
undermines regional and international secu-
rity and the international nonproliferation re-
gime. North Korea is also in direct violation
of the North’s commitments under the
Agreed Framework, the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT), its International
Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards Agree-
ment, and the Joint North-South Declaration
on the Denuclearization of the Korean Pe-
ninsula. North Korea’s clear violation of its
international commitments will not be ig-
nored.

The United States hopes for a different
future with North Korea. As I made clear
during my visit to South Korea in February,
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the United States has no intention of invad-
ing North Korea. This remains the case
today. The United States seeks friendship
with the people of North Korea.

In June 2001, we offered to pursue a com-
prehensive dialog with North Korea. We de-
veloped a bold approach under which, if the
North addressed our longstanding concerns,
the United States was prepared to take im-
portant steps that would have significantly
improved the lives of the North Korean peo-
ple. Now that North Korea’s covert nuclear
weapons program has come to light, we are
unable to pursue this approach.

North Korea’s nuclear weapons program
is a challenge to all responsible nations. The
leaders of the Asia-Pacific region made clear
in a unanimous statement in October that
North Korea’s potential to benefit from par-
ticipation in the international community
rests upon the prompt and visible dismantle-
ment of this program. We are united in our
desire for a peaceful resolution of this situa-
tion. We are also united in our resolve that
the only option for addressing this situation
is for North Korea to completely and visibly
eliminate its nuclear weapons program.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 10

In the afternoon, the President returned
from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

November 11

In the morning, the President visited the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on The Mall.
Later, he and Mrs. Bush traveled to Arling-
ton, VA, where they participated in a Vet-
erans Day wreath-laying ceremony at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. In the afternoon,
they returned to Washington, DC.
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