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manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information, 
the disclosure of which could impair the for-
eign relations, the national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the 
performance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. The Secretary of State will, of course, 
continue as a matter of comity to keep the 
Congress appropriately informed of the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs activities. 

A provision of the Act defines a particular 
entity as the ‘‘Government of Sudan’’ for pur-
poses of implementing the Act. The execu-
tive branch shall construe the Act in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority for the United States to rec-
ognize foreign states and to determine what 
constitutes the governments of such foreign 
states. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 21, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5531, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–245.

Statement on the Sudan Peace Act 
October 21, 2002

I commend the Congress for passing the 
Sudan Peace Act. This Act, passed with bi-
partisan support, demonstrates that the Con-
gress shares my commitment to help end suf-
fering and promote a just peace in Sudan. 
For too long, the people of Sudan have en-
dured slavery, violence, disease, and forced 
starvation. Last year, I appointed former 
Senator John Danforth as my envoy to help 
bring peace and stability to Sudan. Senator 
Danforth and others, working with regional 
governments, especially the Government of 
Kenya, have established an unprecedented 
opportunity to end the war in Sudan and to 
lay the foundations for a just and lasting 
peace. 

The Sudan Peace Act presses the parties 
in Sudan to seize this historic opportunity 
and to end the war and suffering. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan must choose between the 
path to peace and the path to continued war 
and destruction. If it makes the right choice, 
that course will mean improvement in the 

lives of all Sudanese, better bilateral relations 
with the United States, and the beginning 
of its reacceptance into the community of 
peace-loving nations.

Remarks in Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania 
October 22, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Listen, 
thanks for coming out this morning. It’s such 
an honor to be here. I appreciate—I appre-
ciate your interest in our country. I appre-
ciate your interest in our democracy. I want 
to thank you for caring about——

Audience member. Viva Bush!
The President. Gracias. [Laughter] 
As I was saying, I want to thank you for 

caring about the elections—the upcoming 
elections. It’s vitally important that citizens 
all across our country take their responsibil-
ities seriously and to show up to the polls. 
Of course, I’ve got a few suggestions on who 
those citizens might support, starting with 
right here in Pennsylvania. 

It is in Pennsylvania’s interests that Jim 
Gerlach become the next United States Con-
gressman. I say that with confidence, because 
he is a good, honorable man who’s got a 
good, strong record. People know he’s the 
kind of fellow who does in office that which 
he says he’s going to do. He’s got a track 
record that inspires confidence from people 
of both political parties, people who don’t 
care about political parties. No, he’s the right 
man for this job, and I want to thank you 
for supporting him. 

I say supporting him—thanks for showing 
up. But just showing up isn’t good enough. 
See, I understand how you win elections, and 
that’s when people such as yourself not only 
go to the polls, but you convince your neigh-
bors to go to the polls. You go to your com-
munity centers, your houses of worship, 
your—wherever you go to hang out—[laugh-
ter]—your coffee shops, and you tell your 
neighbors about their responsibility. And 
while you’re doing that, you tell your neigh-
bors about Jim and others running for office. 

And while you’re telling them about Jim, 
you might as well tell them about your next 
Governor. When you’re out rounding up the 
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