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Now, what makes him even more unique
is the fact he’s actually gassed his own peo-
ple. He has used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on neighboring countries, and he’s used
weapons of mass destruction on his own citi-
Zenry. He wants to have a nuclear weapon.
He has made it very clear, he hates the
United States, and as importantly, he hates
friends of ours.

We've tried diplomacy. We're trying it one
more time. I believe the free world, if we
make up our mind to, can disarm this man
peacefully.

But, if not, there’s—we have the will and
the desire, as do other nations, to disarm Sad-
dam. It's up to him to make that decision,
and it’s up to the United Nations. And we’ll
determine here soon whether the United Na-
tions has got the will, and then it’s up to Sad-
dam to make the decision.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Regime Change in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, again, for the good peo-
ple of Crawford:

President Bush. Yes. 1t’s been a big day
for Crawford.

Q. If you can explain this in a way that
they and the rest of us will understand, there
is some hints over the weekend, the possi-
bility that taking weapons of mass destruction
out of Iraq is our goal, raising the possibility
or the implication that he could somehow re-
main in power.

Can you say authoritatively and declara-
tively whether we can achieve—you can
achieve—if you can achieve your aims there
in a way that leaves him still in office?

President Bush. The stated policy of the
United States is regime change because for
11 years, Saddam Hussein has ignored the
United Nations and the free world. For 11
years, he has—he said, “Look, you passed
all these resolutions. I could care less what
you passed.” And that’s why the stated policy
of our Government, the previous administra-
tion and this administration, is regime
change—because we don’t believe he is
going to change.

However, if he were to meet all the condi-
tions of the United Nations, the conditions
that I've described very clearly in terms that
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everybody can understand, that in itself will
signal the regime has changed.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to General Secretary Kim Chong-il
of North Korea; President Jiang Zemin of China;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Vladimir Putin of Russia; and President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Signing the
Sudan Peace Act

October 21, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 5531,
the “Sudan Peace Act.” This Act dem-
onstrates the clear resolve of the United
States to promote a lasting, just peace;
human rights; and freedom from persecution
for the people of Sudan. The Act is designed
to help address the evils inflicted on the peo-
ple of Sudan by their government—including
senseless suffering, use of emergency food
relief as a weapon of war, and the practice
of slavery—and to press the parties, and in
particular the Sudanese Government, to
complete in good faith the negotiations to
end the war.

Section 6(b) of the Act purports to direct
or burden the conduct of negotiations by the
executive branch with foreign governments,
international financial institutions, and the
United Nations Security Council and pur-
ports to establish U.S. foreign policy objec-
tives. The executive branch shall construe
these provisions as advisory because such
provisions, if construed as mandatory, would
impermissibly interfere with the President’s
exercise of his constitutional authorities to
conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs, partici-
pate in international negotiations, and super-
vise the unitary executive branch.

Several provisions of the Act purport to
require executive branch reports to congres-
sional committees concerning the contents of
U.S. diplomatic advocacy, plans for U.S. dip-
lomatic activities to achieve particular foreign
policy objectives, and information on par-
ticular activities abroad. The executive
branch shall construe these provisions in a
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manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information,
the disclosure of which could impair the for-
eign relations, the national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the
performance of the Executive’s constitutional
duties. The Secretary of State will, of course,
continue as a matter of comity to keep the
Congress appropriately informed of the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs activities.

A provision of the Act defines a particular
entity as the “Government of Sudan” for pur-
poses of implementing the Act. The execu-
tive branch shall construe the Act in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority for the United States to rec-
ognize foreign states and to determine what
constitutes the governments of such foreign
states.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 21, 2002.

Note: H.R. 5531, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-245.

Statement on the Sudan Peace Act
October 21, 2002

I commend the Congress for passing the
Sudan Peace Act. This Act, passed with bi-
partisan support, demonstrates that the Con-
gress shares my commitment to help end suf-
fering and promote a just peace in Sudan.
For too long, the people of Sudan have en-
dured slavery, violence, disease, and forced
starvation. Last year, I appointed former
Senator John Danforth as my envoy to help
bring peace and stability to Sudan. Senator
Danforth and others, working with regional
governments, especially the Government of
Kenya, have established an unprecedented
opportunity to end the war in Sudan and to
lay the foundations for a just and lasting
peace.

The Sudan Peace Act presses the parties
in Sudan to seize this historic opportunity
and to end the war and suffering. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan must choose between the
path to peace and the path to continued war
and destruction. If it makes the right choice,
that course will mean improvement in the
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lives of all Sudanese, better bilateral relations
with the United States, and the beginning
of its reacceptance into the community of
peace-loving nations.

Remarks in Downingtown,
Pennsylvania

October 22, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Listen,
thanks for coming out this morning. It’s such
an honor to be here. I appreciate—I appre-
ciate your interest in our country. I appre-
ciate your interest in our democracy. I want
to thank you for caring about——

Audience member. Viva Bush/!

The President. Gracias. [Laughter]

As I was saying, I want to thank you for
caring about the elections—the upcoming
elections. It’s vitally important that citizens
all across our country take their responsibil-
ities seriously and to show up to the polls.
Of course, I've got a few suggestions on who
those citizens might support, starting with
right here in Pennsylvania.

It is in Pennsylvania’s interests that Jim
Gerlach become the next United States Con-
gressman. I say that with confidence, because
he is a good, honorable man who’s got a
good, strong record. People know he’s the
kind of fellow who does in office that which
he says he’s going to do. He’s got a track
record that inspires confidence from people
of both political parties, people who don’t
care about political parties. No, he’s the right
man for this job, and I want to thank you
for supporting him.

I say supporting him—thanks for showing
up. But just showing up isn’t good enough.
See, I understand how you win elections, and
that’s when people such as yourself not only
go to the polls, but you convince your neigh-
bors to go to the polls. You go to your com-
munity centers, your houses of worship,
your—wherever you go to hang out—(laugh-
ter]—your coffee shops, and you tell your
neighbors about their responsibility. And
while you're doing that, you tell your neigh-
bors about Jim and others running for office.

And while you're telling them about Jim,
you might as well tell them about your next
Governor. When you're out rounding up the
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