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The President. Steven, were worried
about it. We're closely monitoring it. This is
a—any strike’s a tough situation, but this one
happens to come at a—or a lockout is a tough
situation, or no work is a tough situation. This
is coming at a bad time. And so were watch-
ing it very closely.

There’s a Federal mediator on the ground,
and I urge both parties to utilize the medi-
ator. But we’ll continue to pay attention to
it. It's a problem, and it's something that
we're just going to have to get these parties
to work through and get back to work, open
these ports up. It's important for our econ-
omy we do so.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

National Economy/Prospect of War With
Iraq

Q. Mr. President, increasingly, investment
fund managers are saying that the prospect
of war with Iraq has contributed to the third-
quarter performance this year, the worst
since the crash in 1987. Are you concerned,
first of all, about the shrinking investment
and retirement portfolios for Americans?
And do you think the U.S. economy is strong
enough to withstand a war with Iraq, should
we end up in war in that region?

The President. Of course, I haven’t made
up my mind we’re going to war with Iraq.
I've made up my mind, we need to disarm
the man.

Secondly, yes, I think the U.S. economy
is strong. Obviously, there’s some—some
rough spots in our economy. But we’ll deal
with them. Interest rates are low. Inflation’s
low. Productivity’s high. This great country
is going to recover. And yes, we're strong
enough to handle the challenges ahead.

Yes, John [John Roberts, CBS News].

French Proposal to the U.N. Security
Council

Q. Mr. President, the Permanent Five of
the Security Council are meeting as you
speak, and France is holding fast to its posi-
tion of wanting a two-stage resolution. Are
you willing to modify your position, sir, and
come in line with France’s position, in the
spirit of cooperation, to achieve a tough U.N.
resolution?

The President. What I won't accept is
something that allows Saddam Hussein to
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continue to lie, deceive the world. He’s been
doing that for 11 years. For 11 years, he’s
told the United Nations Security Council,
“Don’t worry. I accept your resolution.”
Then he doesn’t follow through. And we're
just not going to accept something that is
weak. It is not worth it. It s—the United Na-
tions must show its backbone. And we will
work with members of the Security Council
to put a little calcium there, put calcium in
the backbone, so this organization is able to
more likely keep the peace as we go down
the road.

Q. Are you suggesting the French proposal
is weak?

The President. I'm suggesting that the
same old stuff isn’t going to work, John. And
we won't accept the status quo. There needs
to be a strong new resolution in order for
us to make it clear to the world—and to Sad-
dam Hussein, more importantly—that you
must disarm.

And T look forward to looking at all their
proposals. Just like we're dealing with every-
body concerned, we will listen to points of
view. But the final bottom line has got to
be a very strong resolution, so that we don’t
fall into the same trap we have done for the
last 11 years, which is nothing happens.

Saddam Hussein has thumbed his nose at
the world. He’s a threat to the neighborhood.
He’s a threat to Israel. He’s a threat to the
United States of America. And we're just
going to have to deal with him. And the best
way to deal with him is for the world to rise
up and say, “You disarm, and we’ll disarm
you.” And if not—if at the very end of the
day nothing happens, the United States,
along with others, will act.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Statement on the Death of
Walter Annenberg
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Walter Annenberg’s life serves as a shining

example of generosity, patriotism, and dedi-
cation to serving others. As Ambassador to
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Great Britain, he was an outstanding rep-
resentative of America to the world. As a
business leader and an innovator, he under-
stood the media’s impact on American cul-
ture and encouraged television to be a posi-
tive influence on society.

Mr. Annenberg firmly believed that strong
education was the key to a quality citizenry,
and his commitment to education reform has
benefited innumerable lives through re-
search, support for scholarships, and greater
accessibility to educational programming
through public television. America is a better
place because of his contributions and influ-
ence. He will be greatly missed, and his leg-
acy will undoubtedly live on.

Proclamation 7599—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2002

October 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we recognize the progress being
made towards a cure for this disease, which
robs so many women of their health and, in
too many cases, their lives. This year, an esti-
mated 203,000 American women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer, and almost
40,000 will die. Although we have made great
medical strides in understanding breast can-
cer, much remains to be done to advance
prevention, early detection, and effective
treatment.

Regular screenings remain the most effec-
tive way to identify breast cancer in its ear-
liest and most treatable stages. For women
40 and over, having mammograms every 1
to 2 years can reduce the risk of dying from
breast cancer. To ensure mammography is
available to all American women, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
provides screening and treatment services
through the National Breast and Cervical
Cancer Early Detection Program. Now in its
12th year, this Program has offered free and
low-cost mammograms to almost 1.5 million
low-income and minority women across our
country.
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In addition, the Federal Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act
allows States to expand Medicaid coverage
to low-income, uninsured women who were
screened through the CDC program and
found to need treatment for breast or cer-
vical cancer. To date, the Department of
Health and Human Services has approved
this Medicaid eligibility in 45 States.

To prevent breast cancer, we must in-
crease awareness of its risk factors and
causes. Age and genetic factors have been
shown to increase the risk of breast cancer.
And researchers are now exploring how diet
and hormonal factors are linked to possible
causes. This information will help women
and their doctors make informed health care
choices.

My Administration continues to support
research efforts to discover a cure and ad-
vance our understanding of breast cancer.
The National Cancer Institute invested more
than $475 million last year on breast cancer
research, and we will devote an estimated
$535.8 million this year and approximately
$604.3 million next year. In addition to these
important funding increases taken by my Ad-
ministration, Americans have raised more
than $23 million over the past 4 years by pur-
chasing the Breast Cancer Research stamp,
which will be available until December 31,
2003, from the United States Postal Service.
I also commend all of the private and non-
profit groups, especially everyone who has
worked on the Susan G. Komen Race for the
Cure, for all their efforts and contributions
in the fight against breast cancer.

Much of this funding is directed towards
clinical trials dedicated to finding new and
more effective ways of preventing, detecting,
and treating breast cancer. America is grate-
ful to the brave and generous women who
help fight this disease by participating in clin-
ical trials. Researchers rely on these coura-
geous patients, who help us learn about the
safety and effectiveness of new approaches
of treatment and, in doing so, bring us closer
to eliminating this terrible disease.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2002 as
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