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benefits our bilateral relations as well as the
trans-Atlantic relationship. The United States
and Poland welcome the impending enlarge-
ment of the European Union as another sig-
nal of the deep roots across the European
continent of free market principles and open
societies. We seek stronger ties between the
European Union and NATO. The prospects
for overcoming the most serious challenges
of the day are enhanced significantly when
NATO and the EU cooperate in achieving
common solutions.

The Polish-American economic partner-
ship contributes to Poland’s ability to realize
its full potential as a future EU member
state, and increases employment and high
technology growth opportunities in Poland.
We believe that Poland’s aspirations to play
a full role within the EU is fully compatible
with its desire to remain a strong Trans-
atlantic partner of the United States. Poland’s
continued growth and prosperity depend on
a welcoming, predictable investment climate,
and we have established an Economic/Com-
mercial Dialogue to enhance our trade and
investment relationship and to address spe-
cific issues of mutual concern. Commerce
Secretary Evans hopes to visit Poland in 2003
as part of our overall effort to enhance our
bilateral relations.

We welcome the contribution of the strong
Polish-American community to building ties
between our nations. For over 200 years the
United States has been a home and a land
of hope for generations of Poles searching
for the American dream of liberty, freedom,
justice, and prosperity. Today, their task is
not only that of linking our two great democ-
racies, but also one of global dimensions, to
which Poles and Americans devote their en-
ergy in the name of the common values that
Polish Americans have done so much to de-
velop.

The United States and Poland have
worked closely and productively, including
with Jewish communities in both countries,
to promote tolerance. We express satisfaction
about the efforts made to preserve memories
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of the Holocaust and support initiatives to
expand education on the history of the
Shoah. We renew our commitment to pre-
serve and protect significant cultural heritage
of mutual interest, and commend the
progress achieved in this area through co-
operation between Polish central and local
institutions and U.S. public and private insti-
tutions.

The friendship between the United States
and Poland is strong and enduring. We are
united by ties of heritage, family, and faith.
Bilateral relations between the United States
and Poland are excellent, and we will work
to strengthen those ties. Our common inter-
ests reinforce our relationship, and we reaf-
firm today our determination to work more
closely as friends and allies in the future.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Tel Aviv and
West Bank Terrorist Attacks

July 17, 2002

I offer my deepest sympathies and condo-
lences to the families of those killed and to
the wounded in the homicide bomb attack
today in Tel Aviv and the attack yesterday
in the West Bank. The American people and
I condemn these despicable acts of terror.

Once again, terrorist violence directed
against Israelis has taken innocent life. Peace
cannot be built on a platform of violence
against innocents.

These terrorist acts are also attacks on our
efforts to restore hope to the Palestinian peo-
ple. There is now broad international con-
sensus—as evidenced by the meetings this
week in Washington and New York—on the
need to support Palestinian reform, address
the urgent humanitarian needs of the Pales-
tinian people, and restore momentum toward
a two-state solution. As I said on June 24,
the hopes of a few cannot be allowed to hold
the hopes of many hostage.
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Proclamation 7577—Captive Nations
Week, 2002

July 17, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The United States is proud to stand on
the side of brave people everywhere who
seek the same freedoms upon which our Na-
tion was founded. Each year, during Captive
Nations Week, we reaffirm our determina-
tion to work for freedom around the globe.
Created against the backdrop of the Cold
War, the importance and power of Captive
Nations Week continues to resonate in to-
day’s world.

In too many corners of the earth, freedom
and independence are the victims of dictators
driven by hatred, fear, designs of ethnic su-
periority, religious intolerance, and xeno-
phobia. These despots deny their citizens the
liberty and justice that is the birthright of
all people. Some governments, such as those
in North Korea, Iraq, and Iran, starve their
people, take away their voices, traffic in ter-
ror, and threaten the world with weapons of
mass destruction. In many other places, from
Burma to Belarus, Cuba and Zimbabwe, peo-
ple are denied the most basic rights to speak
in freedom, and their daily lives are haunted
by the fear of the secret police.

This week, America reaffirms our soli-
darity with and support for people living
under conditions of servitude. They are the
nonnegotiable demands of human dignity.
History teaches us that when people are
given a choice between freedom and tyranny,
freedom will win. Recently, the world saw
this in Afghanistan, where people took to the
streets to celebrate the fall of their Taliban
oppressors. Those in other lands seeking to
unshackle themselves from dictatorship will
also have America’s support.

Twenty vyears ago, President Ronald
Reagan said before the British Parliament at
Westminster that “our mission today (is) to
preserve freedom as well as peace. It may
not be easy to see; but I believe we live now
at a turning point.” These words were a prel-
ude to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
Today, as the events of September 11 made
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clear, we are at another turning point, where
the world faces the prospect of dictators sup-
plying the world’s most dangerous weapons
to their terrorist allies. These terrorists aspire
to impose their brutal will on freedom loving
people everywhere.

One of our greatest strengths in this strug-
gle against a world of fear, chaos, and cap-
tivity is our commitment to standing along-
side people everywhere determined to build
a world of freedom, dignity, and tolerance.
This week America affirms its commitment
to helping those in captive nations achieve
democracy.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959, (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 21 through
27, 2002, as Captive Nations Week. I call
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities and to reaffirm their devotion
to the aspirations of all peoples for liberty,
justice, and self-determination.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:23 a.m., July 18, 2002]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 19.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Kwasniewski

July 17, 2002

Thank you all. Mr. President and Madam
First Lady, it’s a great privilege for Laura
and I to host you here in the White House.
Tonight’s dinner is a small way of saying
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