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blocked prior to the order’s effective date
due to the need to address claims and en-
cumbrances involving such property.

Because the crisis with respect to the situa-
tion in Kosovo, and with respect to Slobodan
Milosevic, his close associates and supporters
and persons under open indictment for war
crimes by the ICTY has not been resolved,
and because the status of all previously
blocked property has yet to be resolved, this
situation continues to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that the
emergency declared with respect to Kosovo,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto,
to respond to this threat must continue be-
yond June 9, 2002.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 29.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)

May 27, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a report prepared
by my Administration on a combined 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gencies declared with respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Monte-
negro) in Executive Order 12808 on May 30,
1992, and Kosovo in Executive Order 13088
on June 9, 1998.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 29.

Statement Announcing Agreements
To Preserve Florida’s Environment
May 29, 2002

Florida is known worldwide for its beau-
tiful coastal waters and the Everglades.
Today we are acting to preserve both. Florida
is also known for its strong commitment to
preserving these extraordinary natural re-
sources, and the Federal Government is a
strong partner in those efforts.

Today I am extremely pleased to announce
two historic actions in the State of Florida
that exemplify personal stewardship and con-
servation partnerships. The United States
Government will buy back the rights for nat-
ural gas and oil development in Destin Dome
and in critical parts of the Everglades.

These are important steps in preserving
some of our Nation’s most beautiful natural
treasures, including Big Cypress National
Preserve, the Florida Panther National Wild-
life Refuge, and the Ten Thousand Islands
National Wildlife Refuge. Today’s action
once again demonstrates that my administra-
tion will take seriously the views of local com-
munities. The Federal Government should
continue to work closely with States and local
communities in solving issues that affect en-
ergy security, the economy, and the environ-
ment.

I appreciate the good work of Secretary
Norton and the staff of the Department of
the Interior, Governor Bush and his team,
the Collier family, and the private sector
companies whose hard work has made these
agreements possible. They have contributed
greatly to our shared mission of sustained
stewardship of these extraordinary natural
areas.

Statement Congratulating the Elliot
Richardson Prize Recipients
May 29, 2002

I congratulate Secretary of State Colin
Powell, former Director of the Office of
Management and Budget Alice Rivlin, and
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