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may recall, there was a ship that was inter-
cepted by the Israelis, that came from Iran
full of weapons.

And so my point is, is that there needs
to be a focused international effort to con-
demn—strongly condemn—as well as rout
out terrorist activities. Otherwise, we will
have a difficult problem in getting to a peace-
ful accord.

There has been a framework laid out, and
now the efforts will be focused, like they have
been, on getting into the framework. In the
meantime, Israel will defend herself. And
again, I understand that.

You will recall, as I said in my statement,
that I hope Israel keeps in mind that there
needs to be a road for peace. It’s in the
Israelis’ interests, in my judgment, not only
to defend herself but to keep in mind that
there has got to be a peaceful resolution in
order for her people to be able to grow up
in a secure and peaceful world.

Israeli Action Against Chairman Arafat
Q. Can I follow up on that point? Do you

think that—it seems as if, even if they’re not
trying to physically harm Arafat, that they’re
trying to undermine him, undermine his
leadership with the Palestinians. Do you
think that serves any purpose?

The President. I think Mr. Arafat could
have done more 3 weeks ago and can do
more today. I know I have been disappointed
in his unwillingness to go 100 percent toward
fighting terror. That includes using his secu-
rity forces to help prevent suicide bombers
from crossing certain lands, and that also
means speaking out clearly, in his native
tongue.

I fully understand the frustrations of the
Israeli people. I sympathize, and I sym-
pathize with the frustrations of the Pales-
tinian people, those who long for normalcy,
those who want to send their kids to school
and go to work. There’s got to be a much
more concerted effort by Chairman Arafat
and others to stop terror. Terror is—so long
as there’s this reign of terror, there will be
no peace. So therefore, stopping terror will
make the conditions ripe for peace.

Q. Mr. President, did we know in advance
about the invasion? And what’s your position
now? Should the Israelis get out of the com-

pound? Should they continue the military ac-
tion or quit?

The President. Israel is a democratically
elected government, and the Government is
responding to the will of the people for there
to be more security. And Israel will make
the decisions necessary to defend herself.

My point to the Israeli Government is: As
you do so, keep in mind there must be an
avenue toward a peaceful settlement. As you
defend yourself—and you have the right to
do so—please keep in mind and work with
the region to develop a strategy that will end
up with a peaceful settlement.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority;
U.S. Special Envoy to the Middle East Gen. An-
thony Zinni, USMC (Ret.); Crown Prince
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia; President Jose Maria
Aznar of Spain; and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel. The President also referred to the Mitch-
ell report, the Report of the Sharm el-Sheikh
Fact-Finding Committee, issued April 30, 2001,
and the Tenet plan, the Israeli-Palestinian cease-
fire and security plan of June 13, 2001, negotiated
by Director of Central Intelligence George J.
Tenet.

Statement on the Death of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother of the United Kingdom

March 30, 2002

Laura and I were deeply saddened at the
news of the passing of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother. On behalf of
the American people, we send our heartfelt
condolences to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth II and to the people of the United King-
dom for this tremendous loss. She was a pillar
of strength and inspiration to many people
all over the world.

Laura and I and her many admirers
throughout this Nation will miss her.
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Remarks at the White House
Easter Egg Roll

April 1, 2002

Welcome to the White House. Laura and
I are so glad that you came this year, espe-
cially given what happened last year: It
rained. But today we have beautiful weather,
and we hope you have a great time here at
the traditional Easter egg roll.

I want to thank all the members of my
Cabinet and their family members who are
here. I want to thank the children’s book au-
thors who are here. And we hope you listen
to those who read books to you. We want
to encourage you to read a lot. As a matter
of fact, we think it’s important that you read
more than you watch TV.

I want to thank the entertainers who are
here. Of course, I want to thank the Easter
Bunny. [Laughter] We want to thank all the
Embassies that are highlighting their spring
traditions. I want to thank the volunteers who
have worked so hard to make this a successful
Easter egg roll.

You know, one of the things that children
say to me all the time—they say, ‘‘I want to
come see your home, Mr. President.’’ I said,
‘‘This isn’t our home. This is your home, and
you’re welcome to the yard of your home.’’
We’re so glad you’re here.

Do you know that since 1878, Presidents
have hosted this event. And it is our honor
to continue this tradition. The first President
who did so was a guy named Rutherford B.
Hayes. He decided to have the Easter egg
roll here at the White House because the
Members of the United States Congress said
you couldn’t be—they wouldn’t want to host
the Easter egg roll anymore on the congres-
sional grounds.

Just to show you we don’t hold a grudge,
we’ve invited Members of the U.S. Congress
here. And you’re welcome, and thank you all
for coming. [Laughter]

I also am really looking forward to starting
the Easter egg roll. I want everybody to have
a great time here. It is our honor to host
you all. And I’d like to end by this simple—
this simple statement: May God bless your
families, and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Governor George E. Pataki and
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 1, 2002

Governor’s Island Transfer
The President. I have just informed the

Governor and the mayor, the Governor of
New York and the mayor of New York City,
that the Federal Government will transfer
Governor’s Island to the people of New York.
I’ll never forget choppering over Governor’s
Island with George and Rudy Giuliani, Mike
Bloomberg’s predecessor, and the two lead-
ers talking about what good use Governor’s
Island could be put to.

Since that time, I’ve studied the state-
ments of Mayor Bloomberg, who extensively
talked about Governor’s Island and how to
improve Governor’s Island and how to make
it a center of educational excellence, some-
thing dear to George Pataki’s heart. I looked
at the law, looked at the circumstances, and
decided this morning that this was the right
thing for the U.S. Government, and it’s the
right thing for the people of New York.

I appreciate so very much the vision of
these two leaders, and I appreciate their
heartfelt concern for the citizens of New
York City and the region. And so I want to
welcome to the Oval Office with this piece
of news.

George, why don’t you say a few words?

[At this point, Governor Pataki and Mayor
Bloomberg made brief remarks.]

The President. I know you will. Thanks.
I’ll be glad to answer a few questions.

Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority

Q. Mr. President, what specifically would
you like for Chairman Arafat to do, what spe-
cific action you’d like him to take in the Mid-
dle East? And in light of the current situation
in Israel, does the Bush doctrine on terrorism
not apply in this case?
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