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food is delivered in remote regions of that
impoverished, poor, starving country.

The bill I sign today extends and strength-
ens our efforts. The Afghan Women and
Children Relief Act commits the United
States to providing education and medical as-
sistance to Afghan women and children and
to Afghan refugees in surrounding countries.

The overwhelming support for this legisla-
tion sends a clear message: As we drive out
the Taliban and the terrorists, we are deter-
mined to lift up the people of Afghanistan.
The women and children of Afghanistan have
suffered enough. This great Nation will work
hard to bring them hope and help. To the
bill’s sponsors, thank you from the bottom
of our hearts. You show the true compassion
of this great land.

May God bless the women and children
of Afghanistan.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
Great Hall of the National Museum of Women
in the Arts. In his remarks, he referred to Afghan
human rights activist Farida; and Wilhelmina “Bil-
lie” Cole Holladay, founder and chair of the
board, the National Museum of Women in the
Arts. S. 1573, approved December 12, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-81.

Statement on Representative
Richard K. Armey’s Decision Not To
Seek Reelection

December 12, 2001

The country, the people of Texas, and the
Congress have been well served by Congress-
man Dick Armey. As a fellow Texan, I know
his effective leadership firsthand.

When he was a sophomore lawmaker, and
a member of the then minority party, Dick
Armey proved his mettle by authoring and
passing a major base closure initiative that
was signed into law. As majority leader, he
has skillfully guided legislation through Con-
gress; his dedication to reforming Govern-
ment, lowering taxes, and simplifying the tax
system has deeply influenced public policy.

I know Dick’s dedication to public service
will remain strong, even during his retire-
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ment. His sense of humor, candor, and lead-
ership will be sorely missed in Congress.

Laura and I extend our thanks to Dick,
his wife, Susan, and their family, and we wish
each of them the best in the future.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Help America Vote Act”

December 12, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives
for today’s overwhelming passage of the bi-
partisan “Help America Vote Act.” This legis-
lation goes a long way toward adopting re-
forms advocated by the Ford/Carter Com-
mission on Federal Election Reform and is
based on principles I endorsed and rec-
ommended to Congress in July. The Ney-
Hoyer bill is a good start in achieving these
goals—it respects the value of every eligible
vote and the primary role of State, county,
and local governments in elections. I look
forward to working with Congress to enact
responsible election reform before the up-
coming 2002 elections.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Bioterrorism Defense Legislation

December 12, 2001

I commend Congressmen Tauzin and Din-
gell for successfully passing bipartisan legisla-
tion that will help meet our immediate bio-
terrorism defense needs. Their legislation in-
cludes many of my priorities, including pro-
posals to expand the pharmaceutical stock-
pile, increase our supply of smallpox vac-
cines, strengthen State and local prepared-
ness, and improve the safety of our food sup-
ply.

I look forward to working closely with
Congressmen Tauzin and Dingell, as well as
Senators Kennedy, Gregg, and Frist, to
quickly reach a bipartisan consensus on this
important legislation.
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Memorandum on the Congressional
Subpoena for Executive Branch
Documents

December 12, 2001

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Congressional Subpoena for
Executive Branch Documents

I have been advised that the Committee
on Government Reform of the House of
Representatives has subpoenaed confidential
Department of Justice documents. The docu-
ments consist of memoranda from the Chief
of the Campaign Financing Task Force to
former Attorney General Janet Reno recom-
mending that a Special Counsel be appointed
to investigate a matter under review by the
Task Force, memoranda written in response
to those memoranda, and deliberative
memoranda from other investigations con-
taining advice and recommendations con-
cerning whether particular criminal prosecu-
tions should be brought. I understand that,
among other accommodations the Depart-
ment has provided the Committee con-
cerning the matters that are the subject of
these documents, the Department has pro-
vided briefings with explanations of the rea-
sons for the prosecutorial decisions, and is
willing to provide further briefings. I also un-
derstand that you believe it would be incon-
sistent with the constitutional doctrine of
separation of powers and the Department’s
law enforcement responsibilities to release
these documents to the Committee or to
make them available for review by Com-
mittee representatives.

It is my decision that you should not re-
lease these documents or otherwise make
them available to the Committee. Disclosure
to Congress of confidential advice to the At-
torney General regarding the appointment of
a Special Counsel and confidential rec-
ommendations to Department of Justice offi-
cials regarding whether to bring criminal
charges would inhibit the candor necessary
to the effectiveness of the deliberative proc-
esses by which the Department makes pros-
ecutorial decisions. Moreover, I am con-
cerned that congressional access to prosecu-
torial decisionmaking documents of this kind
threatens to politicize the criminal justice
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process. The Founders’ fundamental pur-
pose in establishing the separation of powers
in the Constitution was to protect individual
liberty. Congressional pressure on executive
branch prosecutorial decisionmaking is in-
consistent with separation of powers and
threatens individual liberty. Because I be-
lieve that congressional access to these docu-
ments would be contrary to the national in-
terest, I have decided to assert executive
privilege with respect to the documents and
to instruct you not to release them or other-
wise make them available to the Committee.

I request that you advise the Committee
of my decision. I also request that the De-
partment remain willing to work informally
with the Committee to provide such informa-
tion as it can, consistent with these instruc-
tions and without violating the constitutional
doctrine of separation of powers.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 13. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this memorandum.

Remarks Announcing the United
States Withdrawal From the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty

December 13, 2001

Good morning. I've just concluded a meet-
ing of my National Security Council. We re-
viewed what I discussed with my friend,
President Vladimir Putin, over the course of
many meetings, many months. And that is
the need for America to move beyond the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

Today I have given formal notice to Russia,
in accordance with the treaty, that the United
States of America is withdrawing from this
almost 30-year-old treaty. I have concluded
the ABM Treaty hinders our Government’s
ability to develop ways to protect our people
from future terrorist or rogue state missile
attacks.

The 1972 ABM Treaty was signed by the
United States and the Soviet Union at a
much different time, in a vastly different
world. One of the signatories, the Soviet
Union, no longer exists, and neither does the
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