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Q. [Inaudible]
President Bush. Good question. I hope
by December 1Ist.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to the Abu Sayyaf Group, Muslim sep-
aratists operating in the southern Philippines.

Joint Statement Between President
George W. Bush and President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the
Philippines on the 50th Anniversary
of the U.S.-Philippine Alliance
November 20, 2001

The United States and the Republic of the
Philippines today commemorated the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the U.S.-Phil-
ippine Mutual Defense Treaty, during the
visit of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to
Washington, D.C.

On this historic occasion, the two Presi-
dents reaffirmed that U.S.-Philippine rela-
tions are based on shared history, common
values, a commitment to freedom and de-
mocracy, and vigorous economic ties. They
observed that our alliance is an alliance be-
tween two peoples, with 120,000 Americans
resident in the Philippines and over two mil-
lion Americans of Filipino descent living in
the United States. Presidents Bush and
Macapagal-Arroyo asserted that the strong
historical, cultural and personal links be-
tween the Philippine and American people
will continue to keep our alliance strong and
vital in a changing world.

In commemorating the anniversary, Presi-
dent Bush acknowledged the brave contribu-
tion that Filipino Veterans of World War II
have made to freedom and democracy, and
stated that he will carefully consider all legis-
lative proposals to ensure the sacrifices of
these veterans are recognized.

President Bush and President Macapagal-
Arroyo agreed that the Mutual Defense
Treaty has been vital in advancing peace and
stability in the Asia Pacific for the past half
a century. They noted that the alliance re-
mains a pillar of the U.S. security presence
in Asia, which helps preserve a strategic bal-
ance that favors freedom and promotes pros-
perity throughout the region. The two lead-
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ers further agreed that the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks on the United States, and the
terrorist activities of the Abu Sayyaf Group
or ASG (which now hold both Filipino and
American hostages in the southern Phil-
ippines), underscore the urgency of ensuring
that the two countries maintain a robust de-
fense partnership into the 21st century.

To further this goal, the two leaders under-
scored their determination to strengthen
their military alliance on a sustained basis,
through increased training, exercises, and
other joint activities. President Bush thanked
President Macapagal-Arroyo for her uncom-
promising leadership in the global campaign
against terror and expressed deep apprecia-
tion for the moral support and assistance her
government has provided the United States
in its time of need. The two Presidents de-
clared that the American and Filipino people
stand together in the global campaign against
terrorism. Noting that the future peace and
prosperity of the world are at stake in the
current conflict, both leaders renewed their
commitment to the U.S.-Philippine alliance
and expressed confidence that the inter-
national coalition will emerge victorious over
the forces of terror.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of the Philippines

November 20, 2001

President George W. Bush and President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo today reaffirmed
the strength and warmth of bilateral relations
and commemorated the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the U.S.-Philippine Mutual
Defense Treaty. While celebrating the
achievements of half a century of defense co-
operation, the two Presidents agreed that the
alliance remains vital to both nations, particu-
larly in the wake of the September 11 attacks.

President Bush conveyed his deep appre-
ciation for President Macapagal-Arroyo’s
leadership in the fight against terror, both
within the southern Philippines and against
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international terrorist networks. He specifi-
cally noted with appreciation Philippine of-
fers of logistical and other support to the coa-
lition, as well as President Arroyo’s efforts
to forge a regional ASEAN approach to com-
bating terror. President Bush also welcomed
passage of new anti-money laundering legis-
lation as a concrete step in the global effort
against terrorism, and offered to provide
technical assistance to help the Philippines
effectively implement the new law. Empha-
sizing U.S. support for a strong, united
ASEAN, President Bush further offered all
appropriate assistance to help ASEAN im-
prove its capacity to combat transnational
threats, including terrorism and the illegal
narcotics trade.

The two Presidents agreed that the war
against terrorism should be fought in parallel
with the war against poverty, and that the
most effective and least-costly anti-poverty
bilateral cooperation measure would be to
work together to open markets worldwide.
The two Presidents, therefore, resolved to
work closely to expand trade bilaterally, re-
gionally and globally, particularly in the con-
text of the Doha Development Agenda.
President Bush agreed to work with the
United States Congress to provide the Phil-
ippines over $1 billion in Generalized System
of Preferences (GSP) benefits. He also noted
that the growth rate of quotas of U.S. imports
of textiles and apparel from the Philippines
would increase by 27 percent beginning in
January 2002, in accordance with U.S. com-
mitments to the WTO. The two leaders di-
rected their Trade Ministers to reinvigorate
and convene the U.S.-Philippine Trade and
Investment Council within the first half of
2002.

Some long-standing issues are being re-
solved even before these missions, including
approval of Philippine mangos for export to
the United States. USDA and the Philippine
Department of Agriculture further signed a
Memorandum of Agreement on November
19 to renew and expand activities involving
wide-ranging scientific, technological, and
agribusiness cooperation. USDA will make
available guarantee programs of $150 million
for U.S. agricultural exports and equipment
to the Philippines that support the mod-
ernization of Philippine agriculture and fish-
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eries. Arrangements are also being made to
provide up to $40 million in PL—480 food
aid for fiscal year 2002, subject to budget
allocations.

President Macapagal-Arroyo emphasized
her government’s commitment to fight pov-
erty, accelerate economic reform, enhance
transparency and promote good governance.
In support of these objectives, President
Bush announced that in addition to assist-
ance for Mindanao, he is seeking $29 million
from Congress in fiscal year 2002 monies to
support poverty alleviation, economic
growth, and anti-corruption efforts through-
out the Philippines. As an expression of con-
fidence in President Macapagal-Arroyo’s
strong leadership on economic reform, Presi-
dent Bush further announced that the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)
will extend a special line of credit of $200
million, building on its current substantial
portfolio commitments for private sector in-
vestment in the Philippines, including in the
housing sector. The two Presidents agreed
to work to increase American investment in
the Philippines, considering the close part-
nership between their countries.

The two Presidents affirmed their shared
commitment to protecting the environment,
pledging to continue the environmental ac-
tivities, including technical cooperation,
under the July 2000 Joint Statement of Co-
operation on Environment and Public
Health. President Bush also informed Presi-
dent Macapagal-Arroyo that the Philippines
has been declared eligible to participate in
debt treatment programs under the U.S.
Tropical Forest Conservation Act (TFCA) of
1998. TFCA provides for the cancellation of
a portion of concessional debt owed to the
United States (which, in the case of the Phil-
ippines, currently totals approximately $430
million) in exchange for a commitment to
make local currency payments to support do-
mestic forest conservation activities.

The two Presidents discussed the situation
in the southern Philippines, where separatist
conflict and armed insurgency have raged for
decades. President Bush and President
Macapagal-Arroyo expressed deep concern
for the safety of Philippine and American
hostages held by the Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) in the southern Philippines and called



Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Nov. 20

for their immediate and unconditional re-
lease. The two leaders reaffirmed their com-
mitment to secure the safe return of all hos-
tages and to put an end to the terrorist acts
committed by the ASG.

They discussed the recent trip to the Phil-
ippines by a U.S. counterterrorism assistance
team, which assessed the capabilities and
needs of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) in their campaign against the ASG.
The two leaders affirmed that they would
continue to work on a vigorous, integrated
plan to strengthen the Philippine security
forces” capacity to combat terror and protect
Philippine sovereignty. Such an integrated
plan would include a robust training package,
equipment needed for increased mobility, a
maintenance program to enhance overall ca-
pabilities, specific targeted law enforcement
and counterterrorism cooperation, and a new
bilateral defense consultative mechanism. As
a preliminary step to enhance Philippine
military modernization, President Bush
pledged to work with the Congress for at
least a ten-fold increase in Foreign Military
Financing (FMF), from $1.9 million to $19
million for fiscal year 2002, and to sustain
heightened assistance levels in fiscal year
2003. He further announced his intent to
provide an additional $10 million in Depart-
ment of Defense goods and/or services to as-
sist the Armed Forces of the Philippines and
another  $10 million to support
counterterrorism and law enforcement assist-
ance. In total, security assistance from the
Bush Administration to the Macapagal-Ar-
royo Administration, offered and/or deliv-
ered, is expected to be worth nearly $100
million for fiscal years 2001-2002.

While pledging military cooperation to end
the terrorist activities of the ASG, both lead-
ers agreed that sustainable peace in
Mindanao in the southern Philippines re-
quires addressing Mindanao’s root economic
and social problems. President Bush praised
President Macapagal-Arroyo’s decision to
pursue a political path to peace with the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and
welcomed the recent cease-fire signed be-
tween the MILF and the Government of the
Philippines. To help consolidate the peace
and to promote economic and social develop-
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ment in Muslim communities, President
Bush announced that he is working with the
United States Congress to more than double
U.S. assistance to Mindanao with a fiscal year
2002 package worth over $38 million. Com-
bined with fiscal year 2001 assistance, the
United States will provide over $55 million
to Mindanao.

This Mindanao Assistance Package will
provide direct support for the nascent peace
process by integrating the ex-combatants and
their communities into the peacetime econ-
omy; creating an environment in Mindanao
that is attractive for investment, job creation
and economic progress; and providing im-
proved public services in Mindanao, espe-
cially in the Autonomous Region of Muslim
Mindanao. This package will also include
$825,000 in new educational and cultural ex-
changes, including a number of Fulbright
scholarship grants, specifically targeted at
Mindanao’s Muslim community. This rep-
resents an almost 90 percent increase in edu-
cational  exchange  programming  for
Mindanao. The President further committed
to work with Congress and other donors to
secure additional resources for Mindanao, as
the peace process moves forward in the years
ahead.

To complement this assistance, the U.S.
Trade and Development Agency (TDA) is
taking a pro-active approach to encourage
the U.S. private sector’s involvement in
Mindanao’s  infrastructure — development.
Both Presidents welcome TDA’s signing of
a $302,500 grant agreement to plan the de-
velopment of a commercially sustainable
solar-powered irrigation system for rural
farming communities and look forward to fu-
ture TDA projects that will further promote
sustainable development for the people of
Mindanao. President Bush expressed condo-
lences for the victims of the severe typhoon
that hit the Mindanao region earlier this
month and noted that the United States con-
tributed $100,000 in disaster relief assistance
to help affected families. To help better pre-
pare for, and respond to, future disasters, the
two leaders welcomed the signing of a U.S.-
Philippine protocol of intentions on coopera-
tion on disaster prevention and management.
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The meeting between President Bush and
President Macapagal-Arroyo was character-
ized by unusual warmth and candor and her-
alded a new era of comprehensive coopera-
tion and friendship between the United
States and the Philippines.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on the Dedication of the
Robert F. Kennedy Department of
Justice Building

November 20, 2001

Thank you all. Please be seated. Joe, thank
you for those stirring words. There’s nothing
quite like the eloquence of a loyal son. I want
to welcome you and all your brothers and
sisters and your mom; Senator Kennedy. I
want to thank the Attorneys General who are
here. I want to thank our current Attorney
General. Thank you for being here, Director.
I want to thank the Members of the Congress
who are here, the Senators and Members of
the House of Representatives for coming,
both Republicans and Democrats. I want to
thank Administrator Perry; ladies and gentle-
men.

I'm so very pleased to be with you in giving
this building a great American name. Sev-
enty-nine Americans have held the title of
Attorney General, and 25 of them worked
in this building. But in the history of this
Department and in the memory of our coun-
try we hold a special place for Robert Francis
Kennedy.

He first worked here 50 years ago, as Joe
said. Just out of law school at the University
of Virginia, he reported here every morning
to the Criminal Division. He was 26, married,
the father of one, a baby girl who is now
the Lieutenant Governor of the State of
Maryland.

Ahead of him were many more accom-
plishments and a lot more children. [Laugh-
ter] There’s no doubt in my mind that he
would look upon his sons and daughters and
his grandkids with such incredible pride.

America first saw him and heard his voice
in the mid-fifties when he was minority coun-
selor to the Senate committee investigating
organized crime. There was something about
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him that no one could miss, an intense intel-
ligence present, a voice that could quiet a
room. As a friend has remembered him, Rob-
ert Kennedy was not a hard man, but he was
a tough man. He valued bluntness and preci-
sion and truth. Those under investigation
learned those qualities firsthand.

In the eyes of John F. Kennedy, no man
ever had a more faithful brother. During his
Presidential campaign, he said, “T don’t know
what Bobby does, but it always seems to turn
out right.” We are told that after the election
the younger brother wasn’t sure he wanted
to join the Cabinet, and he said so to the
President-elect. Robert tried to make the
case explaining why he should not become
Attorney General. There was no reply. The
President-elect simply left the room and cas-
ually returned a few minutes later to say, “So
that’s it, General. Let’s go.” [ Laughter]

To this day, visitors to the West Wing, see-
ing the Rose Garden and the Colonnade, in-
stantly think of the pictures of the two broth-
ers together. And from this day, his birthday,
everyone who enters this building or passes
by will think of Robert F. Kennedy and what
he still means to this country.

He was not our longest serving Attorney
General, yet none is more fondly remem-
bered. And few have filled their time here
with so much energy or seen events of such
consequence. He was at his brother’s side
during the 13 days in October 1962, where
he was firm and discerning and calm.

In this building, he set to work on what
would become the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Here, he gave the orders sending 500 U.S.
marshals to protect the Freedom Riders. He
stood for racial desegregation. And to those
on the other side of the issue, he said this:
“My belief doesn’t matter. It’s the law. Some
of you may believe the decision was wrong.
That doesn’t matter. It is the law.”

With us today are some of the people who
worked for our 64th Attorney General, each
of whom counts it as an experience of a life-
time. They still look up to him. Time has
done nothing to weaken their loyalty to the
valiant and idealistic man they knew and fol-
lowed. Robert Kennedy was a serious man,
concerned with serious things. And he loved
his friends. He was a strong man who under-
stood weakness, a man who knew privilege
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