AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / July 13

people—is to seize this moment before it’s
to late; to come together, both parties coming
together to modernize Medicare, to make it
sound but also to make sure it’s a compas-
sionate system and one that works.

Health care is an incredibly important part
of our country. It’s what sets America apart
and makes our land so incredibly unique.
And those of us who hold high office have
the obligation to make sure the system works
as best as it possibly can.

I want to thank the docs for your hard
work and your compassion. My hope is that
with proper reforms, we’ll continue to attract
the best and brightest in our society to the
medical profession, so that doctors actually
get to perform their talent, as opposed to
spend hours on paperwork, that you get to
spend more time in your offices, as opposed
to the court rooms, that you get to practice
the medicine for which you've been trained.

I want to thank the folks here at Hopkins
for setting up a fine example for hospitals
all across the land. And I want to thank my
fellow citizens for giving me a chance to be
the President of the greatest country on the
face of the Earth.

Thank you for letting me come by, and
God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the
Hurd Hall. In his remarks, he referred to William
R. Brody, Ph.D., president, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity; Edward D. Miller, Jr., M.D., chief execu-
tive office, Johns Hopkins Medicine; Ronald R.
Peterson, president, Johns Hopkins Hospital;
Mayor Martin O’Malley of Baltimore; and Cal
Ripken, Jr., third baseman, Baltimore Orioles.

Statement on Climate Change
Review Initiatives

July 13,2001

Last month I announced the fundamental
principles to guide a scientifically sound and
effective global effort to reduce the buildup
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. As
I said then, my administration’s climate
change policy will be science-based, encour-
age research breakthroughs that lead to tech-
nological innovation, and take advantage of
the power of markets. It will encourage glob-
al participation and will pursue actions that
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will help ensure continued economic growth
and prosperity for our citizens and for citi-
zens throughout the world.

Today I am pleased to report on specific
initiatives that have been advanced in the
past month by my Cabinet-level Climate
Change Working Group. These initiatives
represent important steps in putting our
principles to work through partnerships with
other nations, industry, and non-govern-
mental organizations. They are designed to
increase our scientific understanding of cli-
mate change, to tap the enormous promise
of technology in addressing greenhouse gas
emissions, and to promote further coopera-
tion on climate change with our partners in
the Western Hemisphere and beyond.

To advance the science of climate change,
the Secretary of Commerce has convened an
interagency work group charged with devel-
oping a Federal research plan that will prove
vital to increasing our understanding of the
dimensions and dynamics of climate change.
Prominently, NASA will invest over $120
million in the next 3 years in research on
the natural carbon cycle, climate modeling,
and the link between atmospheric chemistry
and climate to help reduce uncertainties in
the science highlighted by the recent Na-
tional Academy of Sciences report requested
by my Cabinet-level working group.

To advance technological innovation, the
Department of Energy has just signed agree-
ments to begin two significant new projects
to study carbon sequestration. The first
agreement is with The Nature Conservancy,
the world’s largest private international con-
servation group, to study land use and for-
estry practices for storing carbon more effec-
tively in Brazil and Belize. The second is with
an international team of energy companies—
BP-Amoco, Shell, Chevron, Texaco, Pan Ca-
nadian (Canada), Suncor Energy (Canada),
ENI (Italy), Statoil Forskningssenter (Nor-
way) and Norsk Hydro (Norway)—to de-
velop a new set of technologies for reducing
the cost of capturing carbon dioxide from fos-
sil fuel combustion plants. Grants for six
other sequestration research projects have
also been awarded under this $25 million ini-
tiative that leverages an additional $50 mil-
lion from the private sector and foreign gov-
ernments.
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To further cooperation in the Western
Hemisphere and beyond on climate change,
the Department of Treasury yesterday en-
tered into a $14 million “debt for forest”
agreement with the Government of El Sal-
vador under the Tropical Forest Conserva-
tion Act. By funding tropical forest conserva-
tion in that country, the agreement will se-
cure important benefits of carbon sequestra-
tion and climate change mitigation.

Fostering further scientific cooperation on
climate change among nations in our hemi-
sphere, the Department of Commerce is
bringing together more than 100 scientists
from the United States, Mexico, and South
America to study the regional impacts of cli-
mate change, another important area of un-
certainty highlighted by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences study.

My Environmental Protection Agency Ad-
ministrator also met with the Canadian and
Mexican environment ministers on June 29
and pledged to jointly consider “market-
based approaches for carbon sequestration,
energy efficiency, and renewable energy in
North America.” Today the United States
will host a meeting with the Japanese envi-
ronment minister at which they will focus on
opportunities for bilateral cooperation on cli-
mate change, including enhanced, joint cli-
mate modeling research.

Finally, in keeping with my commitment
to engage internationally, the United States
has participated and will continue to partici-
pate constructively in international discus-
sions on climate change, including in the up-
coming Sixth Conference of the Parties to
the Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP-6) that begins this Monday in
Bonn, Germany.

These initiatives illustrate the efforts my
administration will continue to encourage
strongly. These partnerships leverage re-
sources to achieve tangible results. In many
cases, their scope is international, reflecting
the fact that both the problem and solutions
for climate change extend beyond the bor-
ders of any one nation. And they represent
the kind of investments in scientific and tech-
nological knowledge on which real progress
on this long-term challenge must be based.
I am pleased that those who are signing
agreements with us or who have otherwise
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pledged to pursue joint research with our
Government share our vision of enhancing
our knowledge and making progress on this
important issue.

Statement: Toward a Democratic
Cuba

July 13,2001

Seven years ago today a tugboat carrying
72 people off the coast of Cuba, the 13 de
Marzo, was repeatedly rammed by Cuban au-
thorities resulting in 41 deaths, including 10
children. On this sad anniversary, the United
States extends condolences to the families
and survivors of this tragedy. The tyranny
that rules Cuba today bears direct responsi-
bility for this and other crimes—crimes, that
should not go unpunished, against innocent
civilians, and countless other human rights
violations over the years.

As T said on Cuban Independence Day,
the sanctions the United States enforces
against the Castro regime are not just a policy
tool but a moral statement. It is wrong to
prop up a regime that routinely stifles all the
freedoms that make us human. The United
States stands opposed to such tyranny and
will oppose any attempt to weaken sanctions
against the Castro regime until it respects the
basic human rights of its citizens, frees polit-
ical prisoners, holds democratic free elec-
tions, and allows free speech.

In order to manage more effectively the
sanctions against the Cuban regime and en-
force the Federal regulations governing the
embargo, I have asked the Treasury Depart-
ment to enhance and expand the enforce-
ment capabilities of the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control in this area. It is important that
we uphold and enforce the law to the fullest
extent with a view toward preventing unli-
censed and excessive travel, enforcing limits
on remittances, and ensuring humanitarian
and cultural exchanges actually reach pro-
democraey activists in Cuba.

In addition, I will expand support for
human rights activists and the democratic op-
position, and we will provide additional fund-
ing for nongovernmental organizations to
work on pro-democracy programs in Cuba.
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