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symbolizes the achievements of so many
black American musicians. Performing in-
stead at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939, she
drew an audience of 75,000 and inspired the
world not only with her rich musical gifts,
but also with her determination and courage.

The music of Marian Anderson and other
African-American artists has greatly enriched
our quality of life and created one of our
Nation’s most treasured art forms. As uni-
versal and original expressions of the human
experience, their body of work, both past and
present, entertains, inspires, and thrills
countless people around the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2001, as
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the contributions
of black artists to America’s musical heritage
and to celebrate their remarkable role in
shaping our history and culture.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of June, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., July 2, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 3.

Statement on Senate Action on the
Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
June 29, 2001

I am pleased that the Patients’ Bill of
Rights adopted in the Senate today more
closely reflects my principles than did the
original McCain-Kennedy-Edwards bill. I ap-
preciate the good faith efforts of those who
worked to improve the bill by narrowing
some loopholes and giving greater deference
to state patient protections.

The Senate failed, however, to address the
danger that excessive, unlimited litigation in
State courts would drive up premium costs
and cause many American families to lose

their health insurance. I could not in good
conscience sign this bill because it puts the
interests of trial lawyers before the interest
of patients.

I will continue to work with the House to
pass a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights, like
Fletcher-Peterson-Johnson, that provides pa-
tients with strong protections, holds HMOs
accountable, but discourages runaway litiga-
tion costs. I urge the House to pass a mean-
ingful and effective Patients’ Bill of Rights
that meets my principles.

Proclamation 7454—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences
June 29, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Sections 501 and 502 of the Trade Act

of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), authorize the Presi-
dent to designate countries as beneficiary de-
veloping countries for purposes of the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences (GSP).

2. Section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)) provides that bene-
ficiary developing countries, except least-de-
veloped beneficiary developing countries or
beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries,
are subject to competitive need limitations
on the preferential treatment afforded under
the GSP to eligible articles.

3. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)) provides that a country
that is no longer treated as a beneficiary de-
veloping country with respect to an eligible
article may be redesignated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to such arti-
cle if imports of such article from such coun-
try did not exceed the competitive need limi-
tations in section 503(c)(2)(A) during the
preceding calendar year.

4. Section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)) provides that the
President may disregard the competitive
need limitation provided in section
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) (19 U.S.C.
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