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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), the
Bosnian Serbs, and Kosovo

May 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, and
with respect to the Kosovo emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13088 on June 9,
1998.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.

Statement on Signing the Animal
Disease Risk Assessment,
Prevention, and Control Act of 2001

May 24, 2001

Today I am signing into law S. 700, the
“Animal Disease Risk Assessment, Preven-
tion, and Control Act of 2001.” The Act is
intended to assist the Department of Agri-
culture in its continuing efforts to protect
against introduction into the United States
of two unrelated animal diseases occurring
abroad—bovine spongiform encephalopathy
and foot-and-mouth disease. Preventing such
diseases from entering the United States is
a high priority, and the Department of Agri-
culture, in cooperation with other Federal
agencies, has put strong measures in place
designed to accomplish that goal.

Section 3 of the bill requires the Secretary
of Agriculture to submit to certain commit-
tees and subcommittees of the Congress a
preliminary report concerning any imme-
diate needs for additional legislative authority
or appropriations and a final report with rec-
ommendations for legislation that will im-
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prove efforts to assess, prevent, or control
transmission of certain diseases. Section 3
will be interpreted in a manner consistent
with the constitutional authority of the Presi-
dent to recommend to the consideration of
the Congress such measures as the President
shall judge necessary and expedient.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.

NoOTE: S. 700, approved May 24, was assigned
Public Law No. 107-9. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
25.

Commencement Address at the
United States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland

May 25, 2001

Thank you very much. Thank you, all. Sec-
retary England, thank you very much. For
those of you who don’t know this, he was
sworn-in at noon yesterday, just to be here
as the Secretary of the Navy. I'm proud to
have this good man serving our country.

Admiral Clark, thank you very much. Gen-
eral Jones, Admiral Ryan, members of the
board of visitors, Members of the United
States Congress, distinguished faculty, distin-
guished guests, family, and friends, and most
of all, graduating midshipmen of the class of
2001.

It is a tremendous honor for me to stand
before the future of the United States Navy
and the United States Marine Corps. You'll
always remember this commencement day,
a day of excitement, pomp, circumstance;
tears of joy and relief when the speaker fi-
nally stops speaking. [Laughter] When I ac-
cepted the invitation to speak here, I asked
Admiral Clark, fine man that he is, if he had
any thoughts on what I should talk about.
He said, “Mr. President, you should talk
about 20 minutes.” [Laughter] So we’ll see
how I do.

I bring with me a small graduation present.
In keeping with long-standing tradition, I
hereby absolve all midshipmen who are on
restriction for minor conduct offenses.
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