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Statement on the 80th Anniversary
of the Birth of Andrei Sakharov
May 21, 2001

Today we honor the memory of Andrei
Sakharov on the 80th anniversary of his birth.
Throughout his life, Andrei Sakharov served
as a beacon of hope and inspiration for those
who value peace and freedom, both in his
native Russia and around the world. A gifted
nuclear physicist, he became a powerful ad-
vocate for nuclear nonproliferation. Awarded
his country’s highest honors, he became best
known for standing up to Soviet totali-
tarianism and becoming a powerful advocate
for basic human rights and fundamental free-
doms.

He did so at great personal cost. He en-
dured prolonged harassment and forced in-
ternal exile in Gorky, where he was cut off
from friends and family. But throughout his
trials, Andrei Sakharov never wavered in his
‘‘fearless personal commitment in upholding
the fundamental principles for peace’’—a
fact recognized by his Nobel Peace Prize ci-
tation in 1975. After he was allowed to return
to public life, Sakharov became a prominent
voice of democratic opposition and was elect-
ed to the Congress of People’s Deputies, the
Soviet Union’s first democratically chosen
body.

On today’s anniversary, it is important for
the international community to reflect on the
great contributions Andrei Sakharov made to
help advance the freedoms that all peoples
of the world should rightfully enjoy. Unfortu-
nately, too many people in too many parts
of the world today do not enjoy these basic
freedoms, and those who speak out on behalf
of freedom are too often jailed, tortured, or
murdered. Let us resolve to honor Andrei
Sakharov’s memory by continuing the strug-
gle against these injustices.

Remarks to the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund
May 22, 2001

Thank you. Please be seated. That’s a pret-
ty tough act to follow. [Laughter] Sara and
I were honored this Sunday at Notre Dame.
We both received honorary degrees. She

probably deserved hers more than I deserved
mine, but it was such an honor to be on the
stage with her. What a wonderful lady, such
a great inspiration, and somebody who has
made a concerted effort to make a difference
in people’s lives. It’s really what America is
about, when you think about it. I mean, the
true strength of this country are people like
Sara, who are willing to say, ‘‘Let’s get some-
thing done instead of sitting idly by and look-
ing at depressing statistics, the statistic that
not enough of our Hispanic youngsters are
going to institutions of higher learning. Let’s
get something done about it, instead of hop-
ing somebody else will pick up the initiative
and get it done.’’ Sara said, ‘‘I’m going to
do it.’’ And I want to thank you all for joining
and supporting the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund. It is important for our Nation’s future
that this fund be whole and active and fully
funded.

I want to thank my friend Rudy Beserra
for being here today, as well. Rudy—Mr.
Chairman, it’s good to see you, sir. And I
understand that you will be hearing from
Margaret LaMontagne after I say a few
words.

Access is incredibly important. We must
work as a society to extend the American
Dream to todos—to everybody. Now, it starts
with making sure youngsters understand that
dream is available. And all of us need to help
on making sure people understand the dream
is available and the benefits of working hard
to achieve the dream.

It also starts with making sure our public
schools educate children. I would bet—I
haven’t seen any studies on this, but I would
fully suspect that if a child is illiterate, rel-
ative to his or her classmates, it diminishes
hope. And the dream that we all hope for,
higher education, becomes smaller in the
eyes of that child. If a person doesn’t have
the capacity that we all want that person to
have, I suspect hope is in the far-distant fu-
ture, if at all.

And so first things first means having an
education system that provides hope by edu-
cating children, not a system that looks at
hard-to-educate children, perhaps the niños
of the first generation whose parents may not
speak English, and say, ‘‘Oh, it’s the easiest
route to take, is just move them through the
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