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will truly come to know both racial justice
and racial reconciliation—truly be one Amer-
ica.

Statement on Guidelines for
Environmental Review of Trade
Agreements
December 13, 2000

I am pleased to announce the completion
of a strong set of guidelines for environ-
mental review of major new trade agree-
ments. These detailed guidelines, required
by an Executive order I issued last year, will
ensure that we fully integrate environmental
considerations into our negotiation of new
trade agreements and will provide unparal-
leled opportunities for public involvement in
trade policy. America’s experience has prov-
en that a strong economy and a healthy envi-
ronment go hand in hand, and these new
guidelines will help protect the global envi-
ronment as we work with other nations to
build prosperity worldwide. Bringing envi-
ronmental issues into the mainstream of our
trade policy has been a top priority for my
administration. The guidelines issued by the
United States Trade Representative and the
Council on Environmental Quality are an-
other major milestone in this effort.

Remarks on the Resolution of the
2000 Presidential Election and an
Exchange With Reporters in North
Aylesbury, United Kingdom
December 14, 2000

The President. Good morning. Last night
President-elect Bush and Vice President
Gore showed what is best about America. In
this election, the American people were
closely divided. The outcome was decided by
a Supreme Court that was closely divided.
But the essential unity of our Nation was re-
flected in the words and values of those who
fought this great contest. I was proud of both
men.

I pledged to President-elect Bush my ef-
forts and the best efforts of every member
of our administration for a smooth and suc-
cessful transition.

I want to say I am profoundly grateful to
Vice President Gore for 8 extraordinary years
of partnership. Without his leadership, we
could not have made the progress or reached
the prosperity we now enjoy and pass on to
the next administration.

I am also profoundly grateful to him for
putting into words last night the feelings of
all of us who disagreed with the Supreme
Court’s decision, but accepted it. And as he
said, all of us have a responsibility to support
President-elect Bush and to unite our coun-
try in the search for common ground.

I wish President-elect Bush well. Like him,
I came to Washington as a Governor, eager
to work with both Republicans and Demo-
crats. And when we reached across party
lines to forge a vital center, America was
stronger at home and abroad.

The American people, however divided
they were in this election, overwhelmingly
want us to build on that vital center without
rancor or personal attack.

I thank the Members of Congress from
both parties who have pledged to work with
the President-elect. They have also pledged
to elect commonsense bipartisan election re-
forms so that the votes of all citizens can be
easily cast and easily counted in future elec-
tions.

Finally, I want to thank the American peo-
ple for their patience, passion, and patriotism
throughout this extended election season. In
the days of service left to me, I will do all
I can to finish our remaining work with Con-
gress and to help President-elect Bush get
off to a good start.

As I’ve said so many times over the last
year, our country has never before enjoyed
so much peace and prosperity with so few
internal crises and so little external threat.
We have the opportunity to build the future
of our dreams for our children, and every
one of us has an obligation to work together
to achieve it.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, what do say to Demo-

crats who want to run on the election issue
in 2 years? Do you think that’s a way to take
back the House?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
the election 2 years from now is difficult to
predict, and it will take whatever shape it
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