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economy, improve our environment, and
preserve our precious natural resources for
the sake of generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, Wiliiam J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
2000, as America Recycles Day. I urge all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and to take
personal responsibility for the environment
not only by recycling, but also by choosing
to purchase and use products made from re-
cycled materials.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:02 a.m., November 16, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 17.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori of Japan in
Bandar Seri Begawan
November 16, 2000

APEC Summit
Q. Mr. President, are you disappointed at

the lack of consensus on free trade at APEC?
The President. I might have more to say

about that before we go. Don’t be too dis-
couraged.

2000 Presidential Election
Q. How about the Florida court ruling, sir?
The President. I’m over here, so I’m not

sure what it means. It’s obviously going to
have to be interpreted now, since the two
sides have a different reading on it.

Q. How about the secretary of state deny-
ing the hand recount?

The President. I’m over here doing this
work; I don’t think I should get involved in

that. The American people deserve a full and
fair count, and I hope the process will
produce it. And they’re over there debating
it in the appropriate way. I shouldn’t be in-
volved in that.

Q. Should Gore and Bush meet?
The President. What?
Q. Should Gore and Bush meet?
The President. I don’t think I should be

involved in that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:20 p.m. at the
Royal Brunei Golf Club. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Republican Presidential can-
didate Gov. George W. Bush. A reporter referred
to Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Jiang
Zemin of China in Bandar Seri
Begawan
November 16, 2000

2000 Presidential Election
Q. President Clinton, do you feel the chaos

in Florida makes it difficult for the U.S. to
criticize other countries’ elections?

The President. Well, first of all, they’re
having their—let’s wait and see how it’s re-
solved here. I think that there will be a lot
of pressure to improve the form and ballots
and the methods in voting and have more
clear standards around the country. But I
think as long as this thing is resolved in a
way that people perceive as fair and having
counted everybody’s vote who lawfully went
to the polls to vote—I think that it shouldn’t
be surprising if over 100 million people vote
and the result is close—it takes a while to
resolve. It depends on whether the people
perceive it’s fair when it’s over.

China-U.S. Relations
Q. Mr. President, what message do you

have for your successor on U.S.-China rela-
tions?

The President. That I believe we have
made some real progress in developing a ma-
ture, honest, and open relationship that is ba-
sically quite positive. And I’m very pleased
that the Congress approved the permanent
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