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Statement on the Death of
Representative Sidney R. Yates

October 6, 2000

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Congressman Sidney Yates.

From his 2 years in the Navy during World
War II to his more than four decades rep-
resenting the people of Chicago and the
North Shore in Congress, Sid Yates was al-
ways a fighter—for his district, for the envi-
ronment, and most notably, for the arts. He
once said, “I've always wanted Washington
to be the artistic capital of the country as
well as the political capital.” To that end he
succeeded in getting Congress time and time
again to finance the National Endowment for
the Arts. In appreciation, Congressman Yates
was honored in 1998 by the National Sym-
phony Orchestra at a performance at the
Kennedy Center. No public official battled
harder or more successfully to support our
Nation’s cultural and artistic life than Sid
Yates. In recognition of that effort, I had the
pleasure of presenting him in 1993 with the
Presidential Citizens Medal. After retiring
from the House, he continued serving the
public as a member of the council of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum. Everyone
who knew Sid will miss his warmth, urbanity,
and dedication to his country.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
wife, Addie, and to his family and friends.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Victims of Trafficking and Violence
Protection Act of 2000~

October 6, 2000

I applaud the House of Representatives
for passing vital legislation today to combat
trafficking in humans and strengthen and re-
authorize the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA). The “Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act” will provide important new tools
in the campaign to combat trafficking, a mod-
ern form of slavery and an insidious human
rights abuse. VAWA, which expired on Sep-
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tember 30, has significantly improved the
lives of thousands of women who are victims
of domestic violence and has assisted State,
local, and tribal law enforcement to combat
domestic violence and sexual assault. It is im-
perative that this law be reauthorized this
year, and I urge the Senate to pass this legis-
lation without delay.

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Congressional Action
on a National Blood Alcohol Content
Standard To Combat Drunk Driving

October 6, 2000

I congratulate the Congress for passing
landmark legislation today that will help save
lives by keeping drunk drivers off the road.
Earlier today the Congress overwhelmingly
approved a bill that will help establish the
first-ever national drunk driving standard at
.08 blood alcohol content (BAC). This
groundbreaking measure, which I have long
advocated, will save hundreds of lives a year
and represents a major victory for public
safety and American families all across the
country.

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Assistance to Small
Business Exporters and Dislocated
Workers

October 6, 2000

I am pleased to sign an Executive order
today creating a small business exports task
force to help small businesses, especially
those in underserved communities, partici-
pate fully in the benefits of the new trading
arrangements Congress approved this year
with China, Africa, and the Caribbean Basin.
This order will also expand the Federal Gov-
ernment’s outreach to workers and commu-
nities eligible for dislocated-worker assist-
ance, helping them to learn about and take
advantage of these benefits more rapidly. I
thank Representative Sheila Jackson Lee for
working so closely with my administration in
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developing this Executive order and for
championing efforts to translate our expand-
ing trade and dynamic, new economy into
opportunities for small businesses and work-
ers all across America.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 13169—Assistance
to Small Business Exporters and
Dislocated Workers

October 6, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Small Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 631 et seq.,
the Workforce Investment Act, 29 U.S.C.
2801 et seq., and the Trade Act of 1974, 19
U.S.C. 2271 et seq., and in order to assist
small businesses, including businesses head-
ed by underserved populations, in partici-
pating in the export of products, and to expe-
dite the delivery of adjustment assistance to
dislocated workers, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Policy. By its accession to the
World Trade Organization, the People’s Re-
public of China will be required to open its
markets to a wide range of products and serv-
ices provided by Americans. In addition, the
United States has recently enacted a new law
to facilitate trade with the countries of Sub-
Saharan Africa and the Caribbean Basin.
Federal agencies should take steps to assist
small businesses, including businesses head-
ed by underserved populations, in capital-
izing on these new opportunities. The agen-
cies should also take steps to assist workers
who lose their jobs as a result of competition
from imports in their efforts to secure adjust-
ment assistance benefits for which they are
eligible.

Sec. 2. Interagency Task Force on Small
Business Exports. (a) The Secretaries of
Commerce and Labor, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration, the
United States Trade Representative, and the
Chairman of the Export-Import Bank shall,
within 60 days from the date of this order,
establish an interagency task force through
the Trade Promotion Coordinating Com-
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mittee (TPCC). The task force shall facilitate
exports by United States small businesses, in-
cluding businesses headed by underserved
populations, particularly with respect to the
People’s Republic of China and the countries
of Sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean
Basin. The TPCC shall submit an annual re-
port to the President on the functions carried
out by this task force during the preceding
year. As part of its work, the task force shall
assess the extent to which the establishment
of permanent normal trade relations with the
People’s Republic of China, and the United
States enactment of the African Growth and
Opportunity Act, 19 U.S.C.A. 3701 et seq.,
and the United States- Caribbean Basin
Trade Partnership Act, 19 U.S.C.A. 2701
note, may contribute to the creation of export
opportunities for small businesses including
businesses headed by underserved popu-
lations.

(b) For the purposes of this order, “busi-
nesses headed by underserved populations”
means businesses headed by women or mi-
norities, and/or located in rural communities.

Sec. 3. Expedited Response to Worker Dis-
location. (a) The Secretary of Labor shall ex-
pedite the Federal response to worker dis-
location through the Workforce Investment
Act and the Trade Adjustment Assistance
program by proactively seeking information,
from a variety of sources, on actual or pro-
spective layoffs, including the media and
community and labor union members, and
by sharing such information with appropriate
state workforce officials. In addition, the De-
partment of Labor (Labor) shall undertake
a number of proactive steps to support public
outreach activities aimed at workers, employ-
ers, the media, local officials, the community,
and labor organizations and their members
to improve awareness of the adjustment as-
sistance available through Labor programs,
including, but not limited to:

(1) developing a set of methods to inform
employers of the services available
through Labor workforce programs,
which will explain the requirements
of the Worker Adjustment and Re-
training Notification Act, 29 U.S.C.
2101 et seq., and provide information
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