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Statement on the Circuit Court of
Appeals Decision in the
Elian Gonzalez Case

June 1, 2000

I am pleased with the decision today of
the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. As
I have said before, this is a case about the
importance of family and the bond between
a father and son. I have supported the Justice
Department’s conclusion that Elian’s father,
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, is the one best suited
to speak for his child, and I am pleased that
the court has upheld the Justice Depart-
ment’s determination.

Statement on the Death
of Tito Puente

June 1, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of the Latin jazz band leader Tito
Puente. For more than 50 years, Puente was
more than a musician—he was a trailblazer.
The five-time Grammy award winner’s
countless recordings are classics in the genre
he helped define.

In 1997 I was honored to welcome Tito
Puente to the White House and present him
with the National Medal of the Arts. At that
ceremony, I said, “Just hearing Tito Puente’s
name makes you want to get up and dance.
With his finger on the pulse of the Latin
American musical tradition and his hands on
the timbales, he has probably gotten more
people out of their seats and onto the dance
floor than any other living artist.” This is truly
his legacy—music that brings joy to young
and old, to people of any background and
in many nations, all around the world. We
will miss Tito Puente’s vibrant presence both
on stage and off, but we know his spirit will
endure in the music he has given us.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and many friends.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany in Berlin, Germany

June 1, 2000

First, let me thank Chancellor Schroeder
for making me feel welcome again in Ger-
many and Berlin. I am delighted to be here,
and I have enjoyed this visit. And I'm looking
forward our dinner tonight and the Con-
ference on Progressive Governance, begin-
ning tomorrow, and of course, my trip to
Aachen in the morning.

The Chancellor has faithfully reported on
our lengthy conversation. We spent virtually
all of our time discussing Russia, the question
of missile defense, and the really heart-
rending child custody cases that he men-
tioned.

I would like to also, though, publicly thank
the Chancellor for the leadership of Ger-
many in the cause of European unity and
in our efforts to bring peace and freedom
and human rights to the Balkans, something
that is very important to the United States.

Let me say to all of you that the relation-
ship the United States has with Germany has
been profoundly important for the last 50
years. But I think it may well be even more
important for the next 50. And I intend to
do whatever I can in the time I have left
as President to make sure this relationship
is on solid ground for the new century.

I am particularly grateful that a number
of our citizens will be participating in Expo
2000 here, in the American Voices program,
having conversations with the German peo-
ple directly. And I thank Commissioner
Rollnick and the others who are responsible
for that.

Finally, just one word on a development
back in the United States today. I was very
pleased with the decision of the Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals in the Elian Gon-
zalez case, upholding the decision of the Jus-
tice Department that he should be with his
father. We have tried to honor the principles
that the Chancellor and I discussed today in
the cases involving our two countries in that
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case. I think the Justice Department and the
Attorney General did the right thing, and I'm
very pleased that the eleventh circuit upheld
their decision today.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. at the
Chancellery. In his remarks, he referred to Com-
missioner Nancy Ellison Rollnick, Presidential
Scholars Foundation; and Cuban youth Elian
Gonzalez, rescued off the coast of Florida on No-
vember 25, 1999, whose custody case was decided
by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals in favor
of his father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Chancellor Schroe-

der.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Sanctions Under the
Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act

June 1, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I hereby report pursuant to section 804(b)
of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act, 21
U.S.C. 1901-1908, 8 U.S.C. 1182 (the “King-
pin Act”), that the following 12 foreign per-
sons are appropriate for sanctions pursuant
to the Kingpin Act, and that I am imposing
sanctions upon them pursuant to the Act.

Benjamin Alberto Arellano-Felix

Ramon Eduardo Arellano-Felix

Jose de Jesus Amezcua-Contreras

Luis Ignacio Amezcua-Contreras

Rafael Caro-Quintero

Vicente Carrillo-Fuentes

Chang Chi-Fu

Wei Hsueh-Kang

Noel Timothy Heath

Glenroy Vingrove Matthews

Abeni O. Ogungbuyi

Oluwole A. Ogungbuyi

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Floyd
Spence, chairman, House Committee on Armed
Services; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations; Bill
Archer, chairman, House Committee on Ways and
Means; Henry ]. Hyde, chairman, House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary; Porter J. Goss, chairman,
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House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Jesse Helms, chairman,
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Orrin G.
Hatch, chairman, Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary; William V. Roth, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Finance; and Richard C. Shelby, chair-
man, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 2.

Remarks on Receiving the
International Charlemagne Prize
in Aachen, Germany

June 2, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, Chancellor Schroe-
der, Lord Mayor Linden, President Rau,
President Havel, His Majesty Juan Carlos,
President Halonen, previous laureates, mem-
bers of the Charlemagne Foundation, leaders
of the clergy and cathedral, and members of
the German and American Governments.
Let me begin by thanking the Lord Mayor
for his welcome and his wise words and my
good friend Chancellor Schroeder for his
kind comments and his visionary statement.

The rare distinction you have bestowed
upon me I am well aware is in large measure
a tribute to the role the American people
have played in promoting peace, freedom,
and security in Europe for the last 50 years.
I feel the honor is greater still because of
the remarkable contributions made by pre-
vious recipients of this prize toward our com-
mon dream of European union.

Of course, as has already been said, that
dream has its roots here in Aachen, an an-
cient shrine that remains at the center of
what it means to be European, the seat of
an empire, a place of healing waters, peace
treaties, furious fighting. With its liberation
at the end of World War II, Aachen became
perhaps the first German city to join the
postwar democratic order.

Today, as I have seen, Aachen is both a
sanctuary for sacred relics, dating back to the
dawn of Christianity, and a crucible of Eu-
rope’s new information economy. Here,
Charlemagne’s name summons something
glimpsed for the first time during his life,
a sense that the disparate people of this
Earth’s smallest continent could actually live
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