1108

June 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

schedule, to protect KFOR and the civil implementation presence, and assist other
international entities involved in restoring
peace to Kosovo.
Conclusion of the MTA and the subsequent start of Serb force withdrawals paved
the way for NATO to suspend its air campaign on June 10, 1999, and for the United
Nations Security Council on the same day
to adopt Resolution 1244 authorizing the establishment of the international security
force.
In view of these events, I have directed
the deployment of approximately 7,000 U.S.
military personnel as the U.S. contribution
to the approximately 50,000-member,
NATO-led security force (KFOR) now being
deployed into Kosovo. The KFOR will operate under unified NATO command and control, and with rules of engagement set by the
Alliance. As part of the central NATO role
that we have insisted upon, and consistent
with the recommendations of my senior civilian and military advisors, U.S. personnel participating in these efforts will be under the
operational control solely of officers from the
United States or other NATO countries. In
addition, a total of approximately 1,500 U.S.
military personnel, under separate U.S. command and control, will deploy to other countries in the region, as our national support
element, in support of KFOR.
I expect that after the withdrawal of all
Serb forces from Kosovo and an initial stabilization period, KFOR will be progressively
reduced as the security situation permits and
international and local police forces are established. The KFOR ultimately will transfer
responsibilities to the international provisional administration, local institutions, and
other appropriate organizations.
I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.
I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the continued support of the
Congress in this action.
Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 14.

Executive Order 13127—
Amendment to Executive Order
13073, Year 2000 Conversion
June 14, 1999
By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
create the Information Coordination Center
to assist the Chair of the President’s Council
on Year 2000 Conversion in addressing year
2000 conversion problems both domestically
and internationally, it is hereby ordered that
Executive Order 13073 is amended as follows:
Section 1. A new section 5 is added to
the order and shall read ‘‘Sec. 5. Information
Coordination Center. (a) To assist the Chair
in the Y2K response duties included under
section 2(c) of this order, there shall be established the Information Coordination Center (ICC) in the General Services Administration.
(b) At the direction of the Chair, the ICC
will assist in making preparations for information sharing and coordination within the
Federal Government and key components of
the public and private sectors, coordinating
agency assessments of Y2K emergencies that
could have an adverse affect on U.S. interests
at home and abroad, and, if necessary, assisting Federal agencies and the Chair in reconstitution processes where appropriate.
(c) The ICC will:
(1) consist of officials from executive agencies, designated by agency heads under subsection 3(a)(2) of this order, who have expertise in important management and technical
areas, computer hardware, software or security systems, reconstitution and recovery, and
of additional personnel hired directly or by
contract, as required, to carry out the duties
described under section 5 of this order;
(2) work with the Council and the Office
of Management and Budget to assure that
Federal efforts to restore critical systems are
coordinated with efforts managed by Federal
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agencies acting under existing emergency response authorities.’’
(d) The Chair of the President’s Council
on Year 2000 Conversion shall designate a
Director of the ICC.
Sec. 2. The preexisting section 5 of Executive Order 13073 shall be renumbered as section 6.
William J. Clinton
The White House,
June 14, 1999.
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:02 a.m., June 16, 1999]
NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 17.

Remarks on Gun Control Legislation
June 15, 1999
The President. Please be seated, everyone. Welcome to the Rose Garden on this
beautiful afternoon. I want to especially
thank those who will be speaking after me,
Representatives Connie Morella and Carolyn
McCarthy and our leader of the Democrats
in the House, Dick Gephardt. I thank the
many Members of Congress who are here,
and others for whom they speak who are not
able to be here this afternoon.
I also want to thank Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder, Treasury Under Secretary
Jim Johnson, Director of the Bureau of Justice Statistics Jan Chaiken, representatives of
the law enforcement and faith communities,
gun advocacy, and victims groups who are
here today.
Five and a half years ago, here at the
White House, I signed the Brady bill into
law. I was especially pleased to be standing
that day beside two great women fighters
against gun violence, Sarah Brady and Attorney General Janet Reno. Today I am proud
to be here with Congresswoman Morella and
Congresswoman McCarthy and many other
of the women Members of the United States
House of Representatives, along with some
men they allowed to come along today—
[laughter]—and who appreciated being invited.
I think it is important to note that women
Members of both parties in Washington and
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women who belong to both parties in America, all over this country, have been in the
forefront of this fight. They care about it as
mothers, as sisters, as daughters, as citizens
of this country. In the audience with us today
are a number of mothers and fathers whose
children have been victims of gun violence,
and others who have personally suffered
from it. Particularly to those who have been
personally affected, I thank you for coming.
On that day when I signed the Brady bill,
I said that our efforts to produce this bill
proved once again that democracy can work.
The American people and their grassroots
demand for commonsense action against gun
violence prevailed over the entrenched and
very powerful Washington gun lobby. Now,
in the aftermath of the terrible shootings at
Littleton, our Nation is even more galvanized
to act on every front to reduce crime, especially violence committed by and against our
children.
In recent weeks, we’ve talked about the
need to reduce our children’s exposure to violence in the media and have taken steps to
do just that. We’ve talked about the need
for parents to be more present in their children’s lives, and we are taking steps to give
parents new time to do so. We’ve talked
about the need for a national grassroots citizens effort to combat violence against children, and we’re in the process of establishing
that. But we’ve also talked about the need
to take new steps to keep guns out of the
hands of juveniles, criminals, and others who
shouldn’t have them.
Now is the time for those of us in Government to act by strengthening the Brady law.
Congress has a chance to do that this week.
Once again, the gun lobby is resisting with
all its might. Once again, we’re battling not
just for the safety of our families but for the
soundness of our democracy.
Support for the Brady bill is as bipartisan,
as broad as the American people. Teachers,
doctors, law enforcement officials, even gun
manufacturers, support it. About the only
ones who are against it, still, are the NRA
and its allies in Congress. It seems that every
day they try another procedural or rhetorical
trick to confuse everyone and avoid responsibility. These are the same kind of tactical
smokescreens they threw up 6 years ago.

