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and the Organization on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE). A tape was not available for
verification of the translation of President Yeltsin’s
remarks.

Joint Statement on the Situation in
Kosovo
September 2, 1998

The Presidents of the United States and
the Russian Federation noted with concern
that the situation in Kosovo continues to de-
teriorate, causing growing alarm among the
world public about the growing negative con-
sequences for regional stability. Despite ex-
tensive attempts of the Contact Group,
OSCE, and other international institutions,
there has not yet been success in achieving
an end to the armed clashes and senseless
bloodshed and in initiating serious and mean-
ingful negotiations between the authorities in
Belgrade and leaders of Kosovo Albanians
that would make it possible to agree prompt-
ly on measures to build confidence and secu-
rity in the province as an interim step on
the way to a final settlement of the Kosovo
problem including the definition of the status
of enhanced Kosovo self-government with
strict respect for the territorial integrity of
the FRY.

The escalation of tension in Kosovo inflicts
heavy suffering on innocent civilians. Over
200,000 people were forced to leave their
homes as the result of armed clashes. The
situation is aggravated by large-scale destruc-
tion of houses, food shortages, and the risk
of epidemic disease. The threat of humani-
tarian catastrophe is becoming ever more
real.

Slobodan Milos̆ević, as President of the
FRY, must order a halt to all repressive ac-
tions against the civilian population in
Kosovo. All violence by all Kosovo Albanian
armed groups must cease immediately. Presi-
dent Milos̆ević and the Kosovo Albanian
leadership must intensify the negotiating
process.

Urgent measures should be taken prompt-
ly to prevent humanitarian catastrophe in
Kosovo. Necessary conditions should be cre-
ated without delay for the refugees and dis-
placed persons to return freely to the places
of their permanent residence before the ad-

vent of winter. The scope and acuteness of
the problem call for urgent joint actions of
the authorities in Belgrade, the Kosovo Alba-
nians, and international humanitarian organi-
zations. Constant international monitoring in
the field, accompanied both by progressive
withdrawal of Serb security forces to their
permanent locations, and the cessation of
armed actions by the Kosovo Albanians, are
needed to inspire confidence among people
in their safety and prospects for restoring
normal life. A mechanism for creating favor-
able conditions in the most heavily affected
locations in the province—a series of ‘‘pilot
projects’’—should be set in motion imme-
diately. The Serb authorities should imple-
ment in practice unimpeded access to all
areas of the province for humanitarian orga-
nizations and diplomatic observers.

The cessation of violence and amelioration
of the humanitarian situation would facilitate
the creation of a favorable environment for
progress in the negotiating process over the
entire range of issues. President Milos̆ević
and all Kosovo Albanian leaders should en-
gage actively in the negotiating process, with
a view toward achieving a political solution
to the crisis and a framework for durable
peace in Kosovo.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on a Protocol to the
Convention on the Prohibition of
Biological Weapons
September 2, 1998

The Presidents of the United States and
the Russian Federation, recognizing the
threat posed by biological weapons, express
strong support for the aims and tasks of the
Ad Hoc Group of States Parties to establish
a regime to enhance the effective implemen-
tation of the 1972 Convention on the Prohi-
bition of the Development, Production, and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological)
and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruc-
tion. We urge the further intensification and
successful conclusion of those negotiations to
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strengthen the Convention by adoption of a
legally binding Protocol at the earliest pos-
sible date.

We have agreed to contribute to accom-
plishing these tasks. Consequently, the
United States of America and the Russian
Federation will make additional efforts in the
Ad Hoc Group to promote decisive progress
in negotiations on the Protocol to the Con-
vention, to ensure its universality and enable
the Group to fulfill its mandate.

We agree that the Protocol to the Conven-
tion must be economical to implement, must
adequately guarantee the protection of na-
tional security information, and must provide
confidentiality for sensitive commercial in-
formation. We also consider it extremely im-
portant to create a mechanism for implemen-
tation that will be consistent with the scope
of the measures provided for in the Protocol.

We recognize the necessity for the Proto-
col to include those measures that would do
the most to strengthen the Convention.

We express our firm commitment to global
prohibition of biological weapons and for full
and effective compliance by all States Parties
with the Convention prohibiting such weap-
ons.

We support the language in the Final Dec-
laration of the Fourth Review Conference of
the States Parties to the Convention (1996)
that the Convention forbids the use of bac-
teriological (biological) and toxin weapons
under any circumstances.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on the Exchange of
Information on Missile Launches and
Early Warning
September 2, 1998

Taking into account the continuing world-
wide proliferation of ballistic missiles and of
missile technologies, the need to minimize
even further the consequences of a false mis-
sile attack warning and above all, to prevent
the possibility of a missile launch caused by
such false warning, the President of the

United States and the President of the Rus-
sian Federation have reached agreement on
a cooperative initiative between the United
States and Russia regarding the exchange of
information on missile launches and early
warning.

The objective of the initiative is the contin-
uous exchange of information on the
launches of ballistic missiles and space
launch vehicles derived from each side’s mis-
sile launch warning system, including the
possible establishment of a center for the ex-
change of missile launch data operated by
the United States and Russia and separate
from their respective national centers. As
part of this initiative, the United States and
Russia will also examine the possibility of es-
tablishing a multilateral ballistic missile and
space launch vehicle pre-launch notification
regime in which other states could volun-
tarily participate.

The Presidents have directed their experts
to develop as quickly as possible for approval
in their respective countries a plan for ad-
vancing this initiative toward implementation
as soon as practicable.

Russia, proceeding from its international
obligations relating to information derived
from missile attack warning systems, will
reach agreement regarding necessary issues
relating to the implementation of this initia-
tive.

The President of the
United States of America:

The President of the
Russian Federation:

William J. Clinton Boris Yeltsin

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on Trade,
Investment, Technology, and
Non-Governmental Cooperation
September 2, 1998

We, the Presidents of the United States
of America and the Russian Federation, set
priorities to deepen our trade, investment,
technological and non-governmental co-
operation. We reviewed the key role the
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