
1642 Aug. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any
of the prohibitions set forth in the order.

In furtherance of the goals of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions 1173 and
1176, and of the foreign policy interests of
the United States, the order makes explicit
that exemptions from the prohibitions that
it imposes may be authorized for medical and
humanitarian purposes.

The order defines UNITA to include: (1)
the National Union for the Total Independ-
ence of Angola; (2) the Armed Forces for
the Liberation of Angola (FALA); and (3) any
person acting or purporting to act for or on
behalf of the foregoing, including the Center
for Democracy in Angola (CEDA).

The measures taken in the order will im-
mediately demonstrate to UNITA the seri-
ousness of our concern over its delays in im-
plementing the peace process. The blocking
of UNITA’s property and the other prohibi-
tions imposed under this Executive order will
further limit UNITA’s capacity to pay for its
military build-up and to undermine the
peace process. It is particularly important for
the United States and the international com-
munity to demonstrate to UNITA the neces-
sity of completing the peace process in An-
gola.

When UNITA fully complies with its obli-
gations and completes its transition from an
armed movement to an unarmed political
party, the United States will support meas-
ures lifting these sanctions.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
order I have issued. The order is effective
at 12:01 a.m., eastern daylight time on Au-
gust 19, 1998.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 19.

Remarks on Departure for
Washington, DC, From Martha’s
Vineyard, Massachusetts
August 20, 1998

Military Action Against Terrorist Sites in
Afghanistan and Sudan

Good afternoon. Today I ordered our
Armed Forces to strike at terrorist-related fa-
cilities in Afghanistan and Sudan because of
the threat they present to our national secu-
rity.

I have said many times that terrorism is
one of the greatest dangers we face in this
new global era. We saw its twisted mentality
at work last week in the Embassy bombings
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, which took
the lives of innocent Americans and Africans
and injured thousands more. Today we have
struck back.

The United States launched an attack this
morning on one of the most active terrorist
bases in the world. It is located in Afghani-
stan and operated by groups affiliated with
Usama bin Ladin, a network not sponsored
by any state but as dangerous as any we face.
We also struck a chemical weapons-related
facility in Sudan. Our target was the terror-
ists’ base of operation and infrastructure. Our
objective was to damage their capacity to
strike at Americans and other innocent peo-
ple.

I ordered this action for four reasons:
First, because we have convincing evidence
these groups played the key role in the Em-
bassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania; sec-
ond, because these groups have executed ter-
rorist attacks against Americans in the past;
third, because we have compelling informa-
tion that they were planning additional ter-
rorist attacks against our citizens and others
with the inevitable collateral casualties we
saw so tragically in Africa; and fourth, be-
cause they are seeking to acquire chemical
weapons and other dangerous weapons.

Terrorists must have no doubt that, in the
face of their threats, America will protect its
citizens and will continue to lead the world’s
fight for peace, freedom, and security.
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Now I am returning to Washington to be
briefed by my national security team on the
latest information. I will provide you with a
more detailed statement later this afternoon
from the White House.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
gymnasium at the Edgartown Elementary School.
In his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Ladin,
who allegedly sponsored terrorist attacks on the
U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.

Address to the Nation on Military
Action Against Terrorist Sites in
Afghanistan and Sudan
August 20, 1998

Good afternoon. Today I ordered our
Armed Forces to strike at terrorist-related fa-
cilities in Afghanistan and Sudan because of
the imminent threat they presented to our
national security.

I want to speak with you about the objec-
tive of this action and why it was necessary.
Our target was terror. Our mission was clear,
to strike at the network of radical groups af-
filiated with and funded by Usama bin Ladin,
perhaps the preeminent organizer and fin-
ancier of international terrorism in the world
today.

The groups associated with him come from
diverse places but share a hatred for democ-
racy, a fanatical glorification of violence, and
a horrible distortion of their religion to justify
the murder of innocents. They have made
the United States their adversary precisely
because of what we stand for and what we
stand against.

A few months ago, and again this week,
bin Ladin publicly vowed to wage a terrorist
war against America, saying, and I quote,
‘‘We do not differentiate between those
dressed in military uniforms and civilians.
They’re all targets.’’

Their mission is murder and their history
is bloody. In recent years, they killed Amer-
ican, Belgian, and Pakistani peacekeepers in
Somalia. They plotted to assassinate the
President of Egypt and the Pope. They
planned to bomb six United States 747’s over
the Pacific. They bombed the Egyptian Em-

bassy in Pakistan. They gunned down Ger-
man tourists in Egypt.

The most recent terrorist events are fresh
in our memory. Two weeks ago, 12 Ameri-
cans and nearly 300 Kenyans and Tanzanians
lost their lives, and another 5,000 were
wounded, when our Embassies in Nairobi
and Dar es Salaam were bombed. There is
convincing information from our intelligence
community that the bin Ladin terrorist net-
work was responsible for these bombings.
Based on this information, we have high con-
fidence that these bombings were planned,
financed, and carried out by the organization
bin Ladin leads.

America has battled terrorism for many
years. Where possible, we’ve used law en-
forcement and diplomatic tools to wage the
fight. The long arm of American law has
reached out around the world and brought
to trial those guilty of attacks in New York
and Virginia and in the Pacific. We have
quietly disrupted terrorist groups and foiled
their plots. We have isolated countries that
practice terrorism. We’ve worked to build an
international coalition against terror.

But there have been and will be times
when law enforcement and diplomatic tools
are simply not enough, when our very na-
tional security is challenged, and when we
must take extraordinary steps to protect the
safety of our citizens. With compelling evi-
dence that the bin Ladin network of terrorist
groups was planning to mount further attacks
against Americans and other freedom-loving
people, I decided America must act.

And so this morning, based on the unani-
mous recommendation of my national secu-
rity team, I ordered our Armed Forces to
take action to counter an immediate threat
from the bin Ladin network. Earlier today,
the United States carried out simultaneous
strikes against terrorist facilities and infra-
structure in Afghanistan. Our forces targeted
one of the most active terrorist bases in the
world. It contained key elements of the bin
Ladin network’s infrastructure and has
served as a training camp for literally thou-
sands of terrorists from around the globe. We
have reason to believe that a gathering of key
terrorist leaders was to take place there
today, thus underscoring the urgency of our
actions.
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