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people. They welcomed the adoption of Res-
olution 1153 to expand humanitarian assist-
ance and to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi
people.

The two sides reviewed with interest re-
cent developments regarding Iranian policy
and welcomed the emerging moderate tone
in Iran’s statements. They looked forward to
seeing Iranian substantive policies consistent
with these statements and conducive to the
improvement of Iran’s relations with neigh-
boring states and with the international com-
munity. They agreed that Iran’s continuing
commitment to the principle of non-inter-
ference in the affairs of neighboring states
will reflect on Tehran’s interest in promoting
peace and security in the region.

President Clinton and His Highness re-
viewed international economic developments
and agreed to continue their close consulta-
tions on means to improve opportunities for
trade and investment in the region. The
United States recognized the potential of
Bahrain’s economy due to its highly devel-
oped infrastructure and suitable environment
for investment opportunities. They agreed to
capitalize on the opportunities presented by
the United States Economic Dialogue with
the Gulf Cooperation Council to advance
progress and prosperity throughout the re-
gion.

The United States and Bahrain expressed
their concern at the increased risk of a nu-
clear arms race escalating and urged India,
Pakistan and other non-signatory countries to
accede to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) and the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) without conditions. The
United States and Bahrain also call on the
Governments of India and Pakistan to an-
nounce a moratorium on future tests and ex-
perimentation on delivery systems. The Amir
expressed his appreciation for the warm wel-
come and gracious hospitality accorded to
him and to his accompanying delegation by
President Clinton during the visit. The Presi-
dent conveyed the warm greetings and best
wishes of the American people to the citizens
of Bahrain and wished His Highness good
health and long life. His Highness the Amir
extended an invitation to President Clinton
to pay an official visit to the State of Bahrain.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Memorandum on Plain Language in
Government Writing
June 1, 1998

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Plain Language in Government
Writing

The Vice President and I have made rein-
venting the Federal Government a top prior-
ity of my Administration. We are determined
to make the Government more responsive,
accessible, and understandable in its commu-
nications with the public.

The Federal Government’s writing must
be in plain language. By using plain language,
we send a clear message about what the Gov-
ernment is doing, what it requires, and what
services it offers. Plain language saves the
Government and the private sector time, ef-
fort, and money.

Plain language requirements vary from
one document to another, depending on the
intended audience. Plain language docu-
ments have logical organization, easy-to-read
design features, and use:

• common, everyday words, except for
necessary technical terms;

• ‘‘you’’ and other pronouns;
• the active voice; and
• short sentences.
To ensure the use of plain language, I di-

rect you to do the following:
• By October 1, 1998, use plain language

in all new documents, other than regu-
lations, that explain how to obtain a ben-
efit or service or how to comply with
a requirement you administer or en-
force. For example, these documents
may include letters, forms, notices, and
instructions. By January 1, 2002, all such
documents created prior to October 1,
1998, must also be in plain language.

• By January 1, 1999, use plain language
in all proposed and final rulemaking
documents published in the Federal
Register, unless you proposed the rule
before that date. You should consider
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rewriting existing regulations in plain
language when you have the oppor-
tunity and resources to do so.

The National Partnership for Reinventing
Government will issue guidance to help you
comply with these directives and to explain
more fully the elements of plain language.
You should also use customer feedback and
common sense to guide your plain language
efforts.

I ask the independent agencies to comply
with these directives.

This memorandum does not confer any
right or benefit enforceable by law against
the United States or its representatives. The
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget will publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on the 2000 Census in Houston,
Texas
June 2, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you for
that wonderful welcome, and thank you,
Marta, for the wonderful work you’re doing
here. I enjoyed my tour. I enjoyed shaking
hands with all the folks who work here and
the people who are taking advantage of all
your services. And I’m glad to be here. Mr.
Mayor, you can be proud, and I know you
are proud of this center and the others like
it in this city.

I’d like to thank all the Members of Con-
gress who are here from the Texas delega-
tion, and a special thanks to Representatives
Maloney and Sawyer for coming from Wash-
ington with me today, and for their passion-
ate concern to try to get an accurate census.

I thank the Texas land commissioner,
Garry Mauro, for being here; and the mem-
bers of the legislature, Senator Gallegos,
Senator Ellis, Congressman—Representative
Torres, and others, if they’re here, the other
city officials; Mr. Boney, the president of the
city council; Mr. Eckels, the county executive
judge; Rueben Guerrero, the SBA Regional
Administrator. If there are others—I think
our Deputy Secretary of Commerce, Mr.

Mallett, is here, who is from Houston. I
thank you all for being here.

Before I say what I want to say about the
census, I think, since this is the first time
I have been in Texas since the fires began
to rage in Mexico, that have affected you,
if you’ll forgive me, I’d like to just say a word
about that. The smoke and the haze from
these fires has become a matter of serious
concern for people in Texas and Louisiana,
and other Gulf States. It has gotten even fur-
ther up into our country. And of course, the
greatest loss has been suffered by our friends
and neighbors across the border in Mexico.
Now, we are doing everything we know to
do to help, both to help the people of Mexico
and to stem the disadvantageous side effects
of all the smoke and haze coming up here
into the United States.

I had an extended talk with President
Zedillo about it. And, of course, here we had
the EPA and Health and Human Services
and FEMA monitoring the air quality. We’re
working very hard with the Mexican Govern-
ment to help them more effectively fight
these fires. We provided more than $8 mil-
lion in emergency assistance to Mexico since
January, with 4 firefighting helicopters, an in-
frared imaging aircraft to detect fire hotspots,
safety, communications, and other firefight-
ing equipment for over 3,000 firefighters.
Over 50 experts from our Federal agency
have provided important technical advice,
and tomorrow, our Agriculture Secretary,
Dan Glickman, and our AID Administrator,
Brian Atwood, are going to Mexico to see
these fires firsthand and to see what else we
can do in consultation with Mexican officials.

I think that we will be successful, but this
has been a long and frustrating thing. As you
probably know, we’ve had extended fires over
the last year in Southeast Asia as well and
in South America. This is a terrific problem
that requires change in longstanding habits
on the part of many people in rural areas
in a lot of these countries, but it also is a
function of the unusual weather conditions
through which we have been living. And we’ll
continue to work on it.

Now, let’s talk about the census. Since our
Nation’s founding, the taking of the census
has been mandated by the Constitution. How
we have met this responsibility has changed
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