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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Operation of the Andean Trade
Preference Act

December 4, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby submit the second report on the
Operation of the Andean Trade Preference
Act. This report is prepared pursuant to the
requirements of section 203 of the Andean
Trade Preference Act of 1991. The report
concludes that the Andean Trade Preference
Act  continues to  advance uU.S.
counternarcotics goals in the Andean region.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
European Union Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

December 5, 1997

The President. Let me say very briefly
that we are delighted to have another one
of our EU summits, and it's particularly in-
teresting because we now have two
Luxembourgers here instead of one, which
gives them 1 think the highest percentage of
world leadership compared to population of
any country in the world by a good long ways.
[Laughter] And we have a lot to discuss, but
I just want to thank President Santer and
Prime Minister Juncker for the work that we
have done together with the EU in the last
6 months under the presidency of Luxem-
bourg, and I look forward to the discussions
today.

International Agreement on Greenhouse
Gas Emissions

Q. Are you changing your position, soften-
ing on global warming?

The President. Softening or toughening?

Q. Whichever. You tell us.

The President. Well, we’re working in
Kyoto to try to get an agreement, and we’'ll
see if we can. We hope we can.
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Q. Is a compromise impossible consider-
ing the distance between the two positions,
the EU on one side, the U.S. on the other
side?

The President. Not if everybody wants an
agreement. Our position is that it's a global
issue, we want to get global involvement, and
we want this to be the beginning of a process
which eventually will have everyone in the
world involved in dealing with this issue. And
| think that the chances that we can get an
agreement are reasonably good if everybody
there really wants an agreement and we want
to see countries bound to targets which will
lead us to reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
That's the real test.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Did you give Secretary Albright any
new marching orders on the Middle East?
The President. Well, we had a good meet-
ing on things that we think will move the
ball forward. And she’s going with the in-
structions that | gave her to talk to Prime
Minister Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat,
and I'm very hopeful. I think it’s in the nature
of this process that the less | say, the better
chance we have of making progress, so |
don’t think | want to talk about it too much.

Q. But these are new ideas?

The President. Oh, yes, we have some
new ideas at least about the process, about
where to go from here, or at least the dif-
ferent approaches. And we hope that it will
move the ball forward. I think that they both
understand that this is a time when some-
thing needs to be done to show concrete
progress. I'm encouraged by that. We'll just
have to see what happens.

Assistant Attorney General Nominee

Q. Are you planning to make a recess ap-
pointment of Bill Lee?

The President. | don’'t have anything to
say about that now.

Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt

Q. How about your conversation with
Gephardt? Did you fight?

The President. | had a good talk with him,
and we had a good visit. We agreed that we
needed to focus on 1998, not only in terms
of the politics of '98, but also in terms of



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Dec.5

the substance of what we can do to serve
the people here. It was a very satisfactory
talk.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The President
met with Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker of
Luxembourg in his capacity as President of the
European Council and President Jacques Santer
of the European Commission. In his remarks, he
referred to Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
of Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Announcing Appointments
to the National Bipartisan
Commission on the Future of
Medicare and an Exchange With
Reporters

December 5, 1997

The President. Today | want to discuss
our continued economic progress and impor-
tant steps we must take to continue it. For
the last 5 years we have pursued a com-
prehensive economic strategy to spur growth,
to increase income, to create jobs and keep
the American dream alive and well in a new
century. Today we see the latest evidence
that our economy is growing steady and
strong, that the American dream is, in fact,
alive and well.

Last month the economy created 400,000
new jobs. Unemployment is now 4.6 percent,
the lowest in a quarter century. There were
more new manufacturing jobs in the past
year than in any year in three decades. Infla-
tion remains low and appears to be poised
to continue at its low rate. And after lagging
for years, wages finally are rising again. Our
economy is the strongest in a generation.

This continuing prosperity is due to the
ingenuity and the enterprise and the hard
work of the American people who are creat-
ing the economy of the future. It is also the
result of our economic strategy of cutting the
deficit, investing in education and our future,
and expanding our exports through trade
agreements. This year’s balanced budget law
both honors our values and continues that
progress. It extends opportunity to our chil-
dren with the most significant new invest-
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ment in health care in a generation and in
education in a generation. It offers tax cuts
for college and provides for health insurance
for up to 5 million children. It honors our
duty to our parents by extending the lifetime
of the Medicare Trust Fund until 2010.

Now we have more to do to strengthen
Medicare while preserving its commitment
to older Americans. Medicare is at the core
of our historic social compact, our recogni-
tion of the duty we owe to one another. It
has been one of the great achievements of
this century, and now we have an obligation
to strengthen it for the next century, to en-
sure that it is as strong for our children as
it has been for our parents, and to ensure
that the baby boomers have access to quality
affordable health care when we retire.

The Medicare reforms | signed into law
this year were the product of strong coopera-
tion among Democrats and Republicans, the
President and the Congress. The balanced
budget law establishes also a commission to
continue this bipartisan progress and draft
comprehensive reform.

Today | am pleased to announce my ap-
pointees to the commission. They include
Stuart Altman, a highly respected health care
expert who has worked for Presidents of both
parties; Dr. Laura Tyson, who served our Na-
tion well as Chair of the National Economic
Council and Chair of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers in our administration; Bruce
Vladic, who directed the Medicare program
for 4 years as Administrator of the Health
Care Financing Agency; and, Anthony Wat-
son, the CEO of a major progressive man-
aged care plan in New York that has pio-
neered support for fair treatment of patients
while providing quality care.

These are distinguished, respected, highly
skilled experts. They understand health care
and share our unshakable commitment to the
values represented by Medicare. | expect
them to work as strong partners with the
other commissioners, and I look forward to
their proposals to keep Medicare at the core
of the American dream in the new century.

Thank you.

Q. Will you recess-appoint Bill Lann Lee
next week?

Q. [Inaudible J—economy is so great——

The President. One at a time.
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