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This commitment also includes reaching out
in new ways to enable young people to pro-
tect themselves from acquiring or spreading
HIV infection.
Accordingly, I hereby direct:
® That each Federal agency, within 90
days, working with the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and
the Office of National AIDS Policy
(ONAP) identify all programs under its
control that serve young people ages
13-21 and that offer a significant oppor-
tunity for preventing HIV infection; and
® That each Federal agency, in collabora-
tion with the HHS and ONAP, develop
within 180 days a specific plan through
which said programs could increase ac-
cess to HIV prevention and education
information, as well as to supportive
services and care for those already in-
fected.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7056—World AIDS
Day, 1997

December 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

For more than 15 years, America and the
world have faced the challenges posed by
HIV and AIDS. This devastating disease re-
spects no borders and does not discriminate.
In every city, town, and community, we have
lost sons and daughters, brothers and sisters,
mothers and fathers, life partners and
friends. HIV and AIDS have affected us all,
regardless of income, region, gender, race,
religion, sexual orientation, or age. Sadly,
both the number of people living with AIDS
and the number of new HIV infections is ris-
ing worldwide. This year, as we observe the
tenth World AIDS Day, we recognize with
particular concern the toll HIV and AIDS
continue to take on our children and youth.

The statistics are heartbreaking. In Amer-
ica alone, more than 7,500 children under
the age of 13 have been diagnosed with
AIDS. Every hour of every day, two more
Americans under the age of 21 become in-
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fected with HIV. Around the world, more
than 1 million children are living with HIV
and AIDS. Twelve hundred children die of
AIDS each day, even as 1,600 more become
infected with the HIV virus. Compounding
this tragedy is the terrible reality that many
of the world’s young people who are living
with HIV and AIDS do not have access to
the life-extending drugs and medical proto-
cols that our scientists and doctors have de-
veloped. There is also a critical shortage of
prescription drugs suitable for children suf-
fering from pediatric HIV and AIDS. Of the
14 approved drugs for adults and adoles-
cents, only five are approved for children.

From the earliest days of my Administra-
tion, we have sought to meet the challenges
posed by AIDS with increased resources and
action. I am proud of our success, with the
cooperation of the Congress, in dramatically
increasing funding for AIDS prevention
measures and research. Such programs and
research have helped to slow the spread of
HIV and AIDS and have made possible the
production of new drugs that are extending
the lives of people with HIV and AIDS here
at home and around the world.

But our progress against the scourge of
AIDS has not been the result of government
action alone. We have been able to make
these great strides in understanding and
treating HIV and AIDS thanks in large part
to the hard work and commitment of thou-
sands of researchers, health care providers,
and clinical trial participants. I am proud as
well of the resounding response of courage,
compassion, responsibility, and love that the
AIDS crisis has brought forth from our peo-
ple. The lesbian and gay community, particu-
larly in the early years of this epidemic, ener-
gized existing organizations and created new
institutions to respond to the unmet needs
of those living with HIV and AIDS. Edu-
cators and activists, members of religious and
civic groups, business and labor organiza-
tions, and tens of thousands of other men
and women of goodwill have joined together
to comfort the afflicted and bring an end to
this disease.

We can rejoice in our progress, but we
cannot rest. In May, | announced a new HIV
vaccine initiative, and | am pleased that the
global community has joined together in
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making the development of this vaccine a top
international priority. Within 10 years, we
hope to have the means to stop this deadly
virus. But until we reach that day, I call on
every American to remain with us on our cru-
sade to eradicate this terrible epidemic and
care for those living with AIDS along the
way. As we mark World AIDS Day this year,
we must continue to provide care for the sick
and ensure that all have access to the treat-
ment they need. And one of our most impor-
tant tasks now is to strengthen our efforts
to educate young people about HIV and
AIDS and to make available to them and oth-
ers at high risk effective prevention pro-
grams. By giving our children real hope for
a future free from the shadows of HIV and
AIDS, we can best commemorate the many
loved ones we have already lost to the disease
during its long and tragic course. May their
enduring memory light our journey toward
a vaccine for HIV and a final cure for AIDS.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
1997, as World AIDS Day. | invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories
subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, and the American people to join me
in reaffirming our commitment to defeating
HIV and AIDS and to helping those who live
with the disease. | encourage every American
to participate in appropriate commemorative
programs and ceremonies in workplaces,
houses of worship, and other community
centers and to reach out to protect our chil-
dren and to help all people who are living
with AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this first day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:02 a.m., December 2, 1997]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 3.

Dec.1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Proclamation 7057—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1997

December 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Driving is a privilege enjoyed by millions
of Americans. It offers us freedom, mobility,
and the chance to discover what lies over the
next hill or around the next bend in the road.
But driving also brings with it serious respon-
sibilities. Among the most important of these
is a driver’s responsibility to stay sober. Trag-
ically, many Americans ignore this respon-
sibility.

Drunk or drugged drivers are a menace
not only to themselves, but also to the com-
munities in which they drive. Last year alone,
they killed more than 17,000 of their fellow
citizens and injured thousands more. Re-
search has shown that teenage drivers and
those aged 21 to 34 are most likely to drive
under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.

We must reaffirm our commitment to edu-
cate these and all drivers about the dangers
of operating a vehicle after consuming alco-
hol or drugs, and we must strengthen law
enforcement efforts that will prevent im-
paired drivers from getting behind the wheel
in the first place. We must also work together
as a national community to make drunk and
drugged driving socially unacceptable, and
continue to support educational programs
and legislation that teach all our citizens the
terrible risks of drunk and drugged driving.
By doing so, we can prevent thousands of
deaths and injuries each year and protect our
families, our friends, and ourselves from be-
coming victims of this deadly behavior.

I am proud of the “Zero Alcohol Toler-
ance” legislation that 45 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have adopted, making it
illegal for drivers under the age of 21 who
have been drinking to drive a motor vehicle.
I call upon all Americans, including policy-
makers, community leaders, State officials,
parents, educators, health and medical pro-
fessionals, and other concerned citizens to
continue to support such legislation and to
work together to save lives. | challenge
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