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Week Ending Friday, August 1, 1997

The President’s Radio Address

July 26, 1997

Good morning. I am pleased to be joined
here at the White House by the young men
of American Legion Boys Nation, an out-
standing youth organization that has inspired
thousands of young people, including me, to
serve our country by serving in our commu-
nities.

I want to talk with you today about what
we must do to make citizen service a part
of every American’s life for his or her entire
lifetime. As I said at the Presidents’ service
summit in Philadelphia this past April, the
era of big Government may be over, but big
challenges remain for America, and they re-
quire an era of big citizenship, an era with
new partnerships between Government and
business and labor, between wealthy, middle
class, and poor Americans, between cities,
suburbs, and rural areas and across all racial
lines. At the Presidents’ service summit,
thousands of Americans pledged their com-
mitment to service. As we prepare to go for-
ward into a new century, every one of us
must join them so that we can meet our chal-
lenges and come together as one America.

For the past 41⁄2 years, my administration
has worked to give every American a chance
to serve. We want to spark a renewed sense
of obligation, a new sense of duty, and a new
season of service all across our Nation.

Of everything we’ve done to meet that
challenge, I am proudest of AmeriCorps, our
national service organization that has helped
more than 70,000 young Americans all over
the country to earn money for college while
serving in their communities. AmeriCorps
members do real work to address critical
problems, from cleaning the environment to
helping at-risk children learn to read, to
working with police to keep our streets safe,
to helping our Nation reach record levels of
child immunization.

At the service summit, one of the goals
for young Americans announced by the
Presidents and General Powell was that every
young American should be challenged and
given the chance to do citizen service. To
support that goal, I announced at the summit
that our administration would provide 50,000
new AmeriCorps scholarships over the next
5 years to organizations that offer young peo-
ple a chance to serve. I am pleased to say
today that 77 organizations have answered
that challenge by offering to sponsor 10,000
new AmeriCorps members next year alone.
I thank them for their commitment.

The success of AmeriCorps proves that cit-
izen service works. And it’s only one of the
many things the National Government is
doing to work in partnership with citizens,
businesses, and civic groups. Our administra-
tion is busy following up on the commitments
we made in Philadelphia at the service sum-
mit. This fall, for example, the Department
of Agriculture will hold a food recovery sum-
mit to help organize volunteers to distribute
food to the needy. The Justice Department’s
new mentoring alliance will link children in
need with volunteer mentors. And the De-
partment of Health and Human Services’
new partnership with the Girl Scouts of
America will teach girls about the dangers
of drugs. In all these ways, we are committed
to encouraging service throughout American
life.

Commitment to community should be an
ethic that our children learn as early as pos-
sible, so that they carry it with them through-
out their lives. That is why I have called on
every State to make service a part of the cur-
riculum in high school or even middle school.
There are many creative ways to do this, in-
cluding giving students credit for service, in-
corporating service into course work, putting
service on a student’s transcript, or even re-
quiring service as a condition of graduation,
as Maryland does.
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In addition to the AmeriCorps scholarship
program we announced at the service sum-
mit, last year we took additional steps to en-
courage our young people to serve in their
communities while in high school. We said
we would offer $500 scholarships to high
school juniors and seniors with the best
record of service in their class if their com-
munities and private service organizations
would match that amount.

Just a year later, I am proud to say that
some of our Nation’s most prominent service
organizations have answered that call. Today
I’m pleased to announce that 1,600 high
school students—some of whom are standing
with me today—will receive scholarships of
up to $1,000 to help pay for college. The
American Legion, the Kiwanis Club, the Ro-
tary Club, the Elks Club, the Lions Club,
the Junior Leagues, and the Miss America
Foundations, these are community groups
that are the glue that hold America together.
And now they’re giving our young people an-
other reason to give something back to our
communities.

This is just the first year of the national
service scholars program. I know that next
year it will be even bigger. Our goal is to
make this program available in every high
school, so that every high school principal in
America can stand before a graduating class
and announce the name of a national service
scholar. And with the support of groups like
those who have already committed to help,
I am confident we can make it happen.

Something very important to our Nation
occurred at the Presidents’ service summit.
There, people from all walks of life looked
beyond their differences and came together
around the common goal of serving our
country, to give all our young people a
chance to have a better life. This is the way
we have to meet our challenges: business,
working together with government and labor,
religious and community groups joining
forces, people lending a hand to help one
another. Today we take another important
step to build on that progress.

The spirit of the service summit is stronger
than ever, and it’s up to us, all of us, to keep
it alive as we move forward together into a
new century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:02 p.m. on
July 25 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 26. In his re-
marks the President referred to Gen. Colin L.
Powell, USA (ret.), former Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

Opening Remarks at the Lake Tahoe
Presidential Forum in Incline
Village, Nevada
July 26, 1997

Thank you very much. First of all, ladies
and gentlemen, I want to thank all of you
who had anything to do with these efforts
in working with us over the last several
months. The members of the Cabinet and
the Deputy Secretaries have been acknowl-
edged. The Members of the Congress have
been acknowledged. The other distinguished
State officials from California and Nevada
have been acknowledged. But there are a lot
of people who work for these Federal agen-
cies at other levels who have just been out
here killing themselves for the last few
months to try to make this a good, successful
2 days. And to all the citizens who worked
with them and to all the Federal employees
who are here, I want to thank all of you for
what you did to help these last 2 days be
successful. In addition, there are four people
who worked with us to help make these
workshops and this forum a success: Katie
McGinty, Jim Lyons, Tom Tuchmann, Phil
Bayles. I can’t count—six—Jeff Bailey and
Dave Van Note. And I want to thank them.

I want to say a special work of appreciation
to the Members of Congress from these two
States who have proved that this is a biparti-
san, perhaps even a nonpartisan endeavor,
that we all have a stake, not just as Western-
ers, but as Americans, in not only preserving
Lake Tahoe but, if possible, reversing some
of the difficulties of the last 2 years.

But I would be remiss if I did not say a
special word of thanks to the person who
thought this idea up and got my commitment
months ago—months ago—to show up, if
you’ll forgive me, come hell or high water.
And here we are in the middle of the budget
negotiations we’re trying to finish today back
in Washington, but I am here because I
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promised Harry Reid months ago I would
be here. [Applause] Thank you.

I also want to thank the people who took
us out on the boat today and who do all this
wonderful research here and everybody who
took the Vice President around yesterday.
You know, I got up at 5 o’clock in the morn-
ing my time, 2 o’clock your time, to come
here today, and I ought to be tired, but I’m
exhilarated, partly because of the beauty of
the surroundings. And I always—on the few
times in my life I’ve been privileged to be
at this great site, I’ve always been exhilarated
by it.

The other reason I am pumped up is that
when I saw the Vice President this morning,
he was virtually glowing, and I knew he had
been here in his element. [Laughter] And
the minute we got on the boat, I got my Ma-
rine Biology 101 lecture—[laughter]—about
phosphorous, nitrogen, what does what, what
does the other. I looked at the plankton. I
mean, I could pass anybody’s test now.
[Laughter] And you have made Al Gore a
happy man. [Laughter] He thinks that he is
a—this may be one of the deepest lakes in
the world, but he’s just about 6 inches below
heaven right now. [Laughter]

Let me say that the first stewards of this
land, of course, were the Washoe people.
They tell us that Lake Tahoe was the product
of the Good Spirit’s benevolent hand.
They’ve also treated it that way. Perhaps now
more and more Americans and more and
more citizens of the world are tending to look
at our environment that way. I certainly hope
so. When Washoe families came to the lake
each spring, they blessed the water and
shared its bounty. And when they left their
campsites each winter, they hardly left a
track behind. Today, it appears to me that
all those who are involved in this great en-
deavor revere this region and have worked
hard to keep it safe from harm.

Your cooperation to protect Lake Tahoe
is, frankly, as the Vice President said, an out-
standing model for the work we have to do
to protect all kinds of national treasures and
deal with all kinds of environmental chal-
lenges in the new century. And if I could
be quite candid here, one of the reasons that
I wanted to come here was not only to high-
light to the Nation the importance of Lake

Tahoe but also to show the Nation that there
is a place where environmentalists and busi-
ness people and ordinary citizens, where Re-
publicans and Democrats, where tribal lead-
ers and governmental people, where every-
body is working together in common cause
recognizing that there cannot be an artificial
dividing line between preserving our natural
heritage and growing our economy. That is
the fundamental lesson as Americans we
have to absorb if we hope to be able to have
our grandchildren and our grandchildren’s
grandchildren 100 years from now celebrat-
ing the kind of country we’re celebrating on
the edge of this new century. So you are
doing something important for the country.

As all of you know, the Vice President and
I got to go out on the UC Davis research
vessel this morning to see how the scientists
monitor the lake’s clarity and quality, and we
also learned just how not only pristine Lake
Tahoe still is but how much it has degraded
over the last 40 years or so. We could see
from measurable evidence and the charts
that are tacked up inside the vessel, what we
have to do to reverse the decline.

We also have gotten the message in the
workshops the Vice President has described.
Over the last 2 months, I think it’s astonish-
ing that more than a thousand people have
participated in these workshops. I believe
this is the seventh such meeting—I think
that’s accurate. And for all of those 1,000
people plus, I want to thank you because the
announcements that will be made today and
the work that will be done in the months
and years ahead is in no small measure the
direct result of your willingness to give your
time to participate in this process.

We learned that all of us have to find even
better ways to work together. And I think
you know that just a few moments ago, I
signed an Executive order to ensure greater
cooperation among all the governments,
agencies, and businesses working here. It’s
not a top-down Federal mandate but a
pledge to collaborate and share resources
more than ever. We will work with you, we
will support you, but you—the States, the
tribes, the local citizens—you will lead the
way. The Executive order simply embodies
the ratification of our obligation to help and
to support.
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The workshops also convinced us that the
Federal Government must take new actions
now to help protect Lake Tahoe’s environ-
ment and, with it, the area’s economy and
quality of life. Today, with real projects based
on listening to local people, we commit to
take more than 25 specific actions and more
than double the Federal Government’s in-
vestment in the basin in each of the next 2
years to well over $50 million.

Among the things that we intend to do are,
first, to expand our efforts to restore the for-
est and reduce the risk of catastrophic fires.
The Forest Service will use prescribed fire
and other means to clean out the dry brush
and wood on more than 3,500 federally
owned lots and 3,000 acres of open forest
each year.

Second, we’ll take steps to protect and re-
store the lake’s fabled water quality. We will
work with UC Davis to develop computer
tools that can predict how various watershed
improvements will contribute to water qual-
ity. Every Federal agency here will work to
increase efforts to restore natural habitat, re-
duce erosion, and keep the water clean. One
crucial measure we’ll work hard to deliver
is a new pipeline to carry waste water out
of the Tahoe Basin. And I thank all the Mem-
bers who have supported that, but I particu-
larly want to recognize the efforts of Senator
Boxer and Congressmen Fazio and Doolittle.

Third, we will help to cut down on traffic
congestion and auto pollution by joining with
you to improve mass transit throughout the
region. I’m pleased to report that the U.S.
Postal Service will help by switching to clean-
er natural gas trucks and expanding home
mail delivery to people on the west side of
the lake. The Sierra Nevada’s legendary 19th
century mail carrier Snowshoe Thompson
would probably be proud of that. [Laughter]

And let me say, if I might do a little home
cooking here, there are natural gas buses
manufactured in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
now being sold all over the world, now in
use in the rainforest in Costa Rica, that would
be very good for reducing air pollution
around the lake. [Laughter] And I know
someone who would be helpful in getting you
in touch with the appropriate people.

Finally, the Vice President met with
Washoe elders yesterday and announced that

we will assist the tribe in their efforts to pro-
tect sacred areas and preserve their culture.
The Forest Service intends to provide ap-
proximately 350 acres of forest to the Washoe
for use in growing traditional plants and an-
other section of land where the Washoe will
establish a cultural center. As part of this ac-
tion, the Forest Service intends to provide
tribal members access to the water’s edge for
the first time in a century. I learned today
from their leader that the Washoe first wrote
to the President of the United States asking
for help on these matters in 1877. It just took
120 years, but I can tell you, from now on,
the mail will run more rapidly between Lake
Tahoe and Washington, DC.

We hope to do more beyond today’s an-
nouncement as we work with leaders from
California and Nevada and Lake Tahoe’s
many friends in Congress. I also want to rec-
ognize the efforts of Governor Miller, Gov-
ernor Wilson earlier this week in rec-
ommending their States’ resources to the
lake—recommitting their States’ resources to
the lake. I’m convinced we can succeed in
this endeavor. And as I said before, I’m con-
vinced, as we do, the model of cooperation
you have established will be a model that
we’ll want to follow throughout the country.

We have a lot of work to do today to pre-
serve the pristine Headwaters Forest in
northern California, something of great con-
cern I know to Senator Feinstein and many
others; to restore the Florida Everglades; to
protect the endangered Sterling Forest in the
Northeast; to save Yellowstone from gold
mining. We have an awful lot of work to do,
I think, in perhaps our biggest challenge of
all, in confronting the challenge of global cli-
mate change as we move into a new century.

President Theodore Roosevelt said, stand-
ing not far from here, ‘‘We are not building
this country of ours for a day. It is to last
through the ages.’’ Well, as we approach the
21st century and deal with these huge mega-
challenges like climate change, you have
given us a way to meet the challenge of the
ages, by working together and understanding
what our forebears knew centuries ago. We
cannot divide our quest for prosperity from
our obligation to hand nature, God’s great
gift to us, on down to the generations. We
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can do that. You have shown us the way. And
we are determined to do our part.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at the
Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to the
following forum staff: Tom Tuchmann, Depart-
ment of Agriculture Western Director and Special
Assistant to the Secretary of Agriculture; Phil
Bayles, Deputy Director of Public Affairs, Forest
Service Pacific Southwest Region; Jeff Bailey; and
Dave Van Note. He also referred to Governors
Bob Miller of Nevada and Pete Wilson of Califor-
nia.

Closing Remarks at the Lake Tahoe
Presidential Forum in Incline Village
July 26, 1997

Let me say, first of all, again I’d like to
thank Senator Reid for getting my commit-
ment to do this. When I was a boy, I grew
up in a town that permitted me to grow up
next to a national park, next to a national
forest, in a community surrounded by three
lakes, one of which was virtually destroyed.
I feel like I have been through a lot of these
things, and I feel very much at home here.

And the second thing I’d like to do once
more is to thank the Vice President for all
he’s done to sensitize me about these issues
and to educate me. I made a joke about it
earlier, but it’s not funny; it’s true. The third
thing I’d like to do is to say to all of you,
I leave here basically with three different
conclusions or commitments in my own
mind. One is the one that Senator Feinstein
and Mr. Upton and Governor Miller and oth-
ers, Congressman Fazio pressed home, is we
don’t have an unlimited amount of time; we
have to keep intensifying our efforts. You
have done more than anyone could ever have
expected you to do, and we have to do our
part. So I got the message, and we’ll stay
after it.

The second point again I want to reiterate
is that you have done something here which,
if we can properly publicize it, will help your
Nation very much, because you have proved
that you can bring all these people together
and demolish the false choice between the
environment and the economy. And that’s
very important, because there are lots of
other places we have to do it and issues that

affect local communities, the Nation as
whole, and in some cases, our entire globe.

The final thing I’d like to leave you with
is that you have also proved that there is a
way of doing things that makes community-
based solutions work, to go back to the Con-
gressman’s point. Community-based solu-
tions only work when people come together,
agree on a common goal, share values, and
are willing to give up a little of their own
turf in order to work together to a common
goal.

But I ask you to compare—compare just
for a moment—if you want to appreciate the
significance of what you are achieving here,
compare what you have done—look at this
group just sitting around here today—with
the fact that in Bosnia today we can’t even
get the parties to agree on what their cur-
rency will look like, that we just recently got
reinstituted a cease-fire in Northern Ireland
for people who are fighting over things that
happened 600 years ago that the young col-
lege students would like to let go of and their
elders won’t let them.

Now, I mean, I don’t want to—I’m not
overdramatizing this. Mature societies, to
preserve our life on this globe, when we’re
going to have a global economy, a global soci-
ety, and a global environment, are going to
have to be able to find community-based
ways of bringing shared values and common
cause together and overcoming false choices,
like education and the environment—I mean
the economy and the environment—and also
overcoming past divisions.

And this is a mark of the kind of society
it will take to preserve America’s greatness
for the next 100 years in a lot of ways. How,
for example, can we have—we believed that
we could reduce the budget deficit and in-
crease our investment in education. Every-
body said it couldn’t be done; we did it. We
believed that we could reduce the size of
Government and, in the Vice President’s
terms, make it cost less and do more. There
are 300,000 fewer people working for the
Federal Government, but we’re far more ac-
tive—look here, today—in many important
areas than we ever were before.

We have to be able to get these false divid-
ing lines out of our minds and the idea that
we have to fight with each other if we’re dif-
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ferent out of our minds. We’ve got to flush
this out of our collective systems. This is a
huge issue. If you look at the coming racial
and ethnic and religious diversity in our
country, we have to follow the model you
have established here for reconciling our dif-
ferences, celebrating them, and then coming
together as one America. I say this because
President Truman once said that most of his
job was trying to convince people to do things
that they ought to do without his having to
ask them in the first place. [Laughter] Now,
that was sort of a down-home way of saying
what the President has to do is to always
imagine where we’re going and try to make
sure people are thinking about it in the right
way.

I didn’t think, even myself, when I came
to Washington, we’d ever be able to do what
we did on this balanced budget agreement,
to get huge majorities of both parties in both
Houses to vote for it. I just don’t accept the
kind of old divisions and inevitable choices
that basically rob us of the future we could
create in a very dynamic time, when you get
everybody together and, as Mr. Upton said
earlier, whole new possibilities open up.

I want you to think about this, because
you will have other challenges that don’t re-
late to the environment and Lake Tahoe that
can be dealt with in exactly this way. And
our country and our world is going to have
to mature to the point where we bring to
bear on other challenges the way—the way
you have gone about dealing with this.

And I was sitting here, hanging on every
word everybody said, and saying, what I
would give to see this kind of thing happen-
ing in Sarajevo today, in Belfast today, in
Gaza today, in Washington, DC, today.
[Laughter] What I would give. And I think
you need to think about that.

So I will end with a laugh, but I’m dead
serious. You think about this. Think about
the kind of world you want to make for your
children and grandchildren. You cannot—
this is a dynamic time. The best days of this
country are still ahead, but we have to deal
with our most profound challenges in this
way.

Democracies only do things when a real
majority of people really want to do them.
And we have this enormous set of opportuni-

ties, and you have shown us here not only
how to deal with the environmental chal-
lenges but how we ought to come together
to make the most of our common future. And
for that, I am very, very grateful. And you
may be sure, I will be giving you a lot of
free publicity around the country—[laugh-
ter]—in the days and months ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. at the
Hyatt Hotel.

Remarks to the Lake Tahoe
Community in Incline Village
July 26, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr.
Nakada, for making us so welcome today. I
must tell you that we have had a wonderful,
wonderful day. I only wish that the rest of
my family could be here. They’ll be very jeal-
ous when I give them a report on what I
saw and what I did today.

The Vice President and I are grateful to
all the Members of Congress who joined us,
including, of course, Senator Bryan and Sen-
ator Reid and Senator Boxer who are here
with us. And a special thanks to Senator Reid
for coming up with the idea and getting us
committed to this months ago. It’s been a
very good thing, I think, this whole summit.

I want to thank Governor Miller for his
leadership on this issue. He’s my former col-
league. I’m going to be back in Nevada just
the day after tomorrow at the Governor’s
conference, which you are hosting, and you
should be very proud of the record that he’s
built and the things that he’s done here. I
certainly am.

I want to thank all of you for showing up.
This is sort of the icing on the cake. I didn’t
realize you would be here until a few minutes
ago. And I thank all the lacrosse players for
letting us land on your field. I want to thank
the AmeriCorps volunteers for being here,
for what you do.

I want to be very brief, but I want you
to be serious just for a minute and think
about the fact that we are only 3 years away
from a new century and a new millennium,
that we are very fortunate in the present con-
dition of our economy and in many other
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ways, but that we have to have a strategy for
going into the future and going into the fu-
ture together.

I told the people at that summit today that
there were three things that I took away from
this experience. One is that the United States
has a responsibility to help people who are
trying so hard to help themselves to save
Lake Tahoe, and we will spend over $50 mil-
lion in the next 2 years to do our part. The
second point is that we can grow the econ-
omy and preserve the environment, and they
are two sides of the same coin, not inevitably
in conflict, and people here have proved that.
But the third, and in some ways maybe the
most important of all, is that by getting to-
gether across lines that divided people—
whether they’re business people versus envi-
ronmentalists, Republicans against Demo-
crats, you know whatever the dividing lines
are—and saying, ‘‘We’ve got to save this lake
and we’ve got to do this together and we’ve
got to find a way to do it together and to
agree on how we’re going to do it,’’ you have
shown the way to how we have to make a
lot of our decisions as we move into this new
century.

I very much believe that our best days are
ahead of us. I’ve worked hard with the Vice
President and our friends and allies to create
a country in which there is opportunity for
everybody responsible enough to work for it;
a country in which we’re coming together as
a community, not being divided by our diver-
sity; and a nation that’s still leading the world
toward peace and freedom and prosperity.

And I’m proud of the fact that we now
have the strongest economy in a generation
and the strongest economy in the world; that
we’ve had years of declining—[applause]—
that we’ve had years of steadily declining
crime rates; that the deficit is now 80 percent
lower than it was the day I took office; that
we’ve had the biggest drop in welfare rolls
in the history of the Republic. I’m proud of
all those things.

The Secretary of the Interior told me a
few months ago that we have protected or
set aside more acres in public trust than at
any time in the history of the United States,
except under the Presidencies of Franklin
and Theodore Roosevelt. I’m proud of that.
But you and I know that we have a lot of

challenges ahead, and we cannot—we can-
not—allow ourselves to be imprisoned by the
thought patterns or the way of doing things
of the past. We cannot believe that our old
conflicts have to be carried into a new cen-
tury. We cannot believe that our old false
choices have to be carried into a new century.
We can’t be forced to choose between the
economy and the environment. That’s a
dumb choice. We have to find a way working
together across the lines that divide us to
achieve both prosperity and preservation of
our most sacred gift from God.

We are becoming by far the most diverse
democracy in the history of humanity. We
cannot be forced to choose between not only
respecting but celebrating our diversity and
still saying, we are one America, after all,
bound together by shared values and a com-
mon future for our children. We can’t be
forced into that division. If you wonder what
happens when you do that, you have only
to look at Bosnia, the Middle East, Northern
Ireland, and countless other places around
the world. We don’t want to make that
choice.

So I can now go all across America and
point to what I have seen in Lake Tahoe and
how people at the local level came together
across lines that divided them for years to
do something that was good and noble and,
by the way, in their self-interest, to create
a better and a brighter future for our chil-
dren. And that’s how we ought to do other
things in America. That’s why I appreciate
the citizen service of these young
AmeriCorps volunteers. And that’s why I am
determined to stay on this path. That’s why
the people working for the Vice President
and me are back on this beautiful Saturday
laboring away with Members of the Con-
gress, trying to reach an accord that will both
balance the budget and give Americans a tax
cut we can afford and invest more in edu-
cation and the health care of our children
than we’ve done since 1965. Because I be-
lieve if we’re willing to really think in new
ways and reach out to people across the lines
that divided us, the best days of this country
are still ahead. I want you to believe that.
I want you to work for that. I want you to
do your part to save Lake Tahoe. It’s not
enough to stop the degradation; we have to
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reverse some of it. And we can do that if
we all work together. And I want you to com-
mit yourselves to take the model that is work-
ing for Tahoe into other areas of your lives,
because I want to be able to go around this
country and say, don’t tell me that we can’t
get along and work together and do better;
I have seen it in Lake Tahoe.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. at the
Village Green Soccer Field. In his remarks, he
referred to Jim Nakada, board of trustees chair-
man, Incline Village General Improvement Dis-
trict.

Executive Order 13057—Federal
Actions in the Lake Tahoe Region
July 26, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to ensure
that Federal agency actions protect the ex-
traordinary natural, recreational, and ecologi-
cal resources in the Lake Tahoe Region (‘‘Re-
gion’’) (as defined by Public Law 91–148),
an area of national concern, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Tahoe Federal Interagency
Partnership.

1–101. The Federal agencies and depart-
ments having principal management or juris-
dictional authorities in the Lake Tahoe Re-
gion are directed to establish a Federal Inter-
agency Partnership on the Lake Tahoe Eco-
system (‘‘Partnership’’).

1–102. Members of the Partnership shall
include the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Secretary of
the Army, and the heads of any other Federal
agencies operating in the Region that choose
to participate. Representation on the Part-
nership may be delegated. The Partnership
shall be chaired by the Secretary of Agri-
culture for the first year after its establish-
ment. The Chair of the Partnership shall
thereafter be rotated among the members on
an annual basis.

1–103. The Partnership will:

(a) facilitate coordination of Federal pro-
grams, projects, and activities within the
Lake Tahoe Region and promotion of
consistent policies and strategies to ad-
dress the Region’s environmental and
economic concerns;

(b) encourage Federal agencies within the
Region to coordinate and share re-
sources and data, avoid unnecessary du-
plication of Federal efforts, and elimi-
nate inefficiencies in Federal action to
the greatest extent feasible;

(c) ensure that Federal agencies closely co-
ordinate with the States of California
and Nevada and appropriate tribal or
local government entities to facilitate
the achievement of desired terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystem conditions and
the enhancement of recreation, tourism,
and other economic opportunities with-
in the Region;

(d) support appropriate regional programs
and studies needed to attain environ-
mental threshold standards for water
quality, transportation, air quality, vege-
tation, soils (stream environment zone
restoration), wildlife habitat, fish habi-
tat, scenic resources, recreation, and
noise;

(e) encourage the development of appro-
priate public, private, and tribal partner-
ships for the restoration and manage-
ment of the Lake Tahoe ecosystem and
the health of the local economy;

(f) support appropriate actions to improve
the water quality of Lake Tahoe through
all appropriate means, including restora-
tion of shorelines, streams, riparian
zones, wetlands, and other parts of the
watershed; management of uses of the
lake; and control of airborne and other
sources of contaminants;

(g) encourage the development of appro-
priate vegetative management actions
necessary to attain a healthy Lake Tahoe
ecosystem, including a program of re-
vegetation, road maintenance, oblitera-
tion, and promotion of forest health;

(h) support appropriate regional transpor-
tation and air quality goals, programs,
and studies for the Region;

(i) support appropriate fisheries and wild-
life habitat restoration programs for the
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Region, including programs for endan-
gered species and uncommon species;

(j) facilitate coordination of research and
monitoring activities for purposes of de-
veloping a common natural resources
data base and geographic information
system capability, in cooperation with
appropriate regional and local colleges
and universities;

(k) support development of and commu-
nication about appropriate recreation
plans and programs, appropriate scenic
quality improvement programs, and rec-
ognition for traditional Washoe tribal
uses;

(l) support regional partnership efforts to
inform the public of the values of man-
aging the Lake Tahoe Region to achieve
environmental and economic goals;

(m) explore opportunities for public in-
volvement in achieving its activities; and

(n) explore opportunities for assisting re-
gional governments in their efforts.

1–104. The Partnership will report back
to the President in 90 days on the implemen-
tation of the terms of this order.

Sec. 2. Memorandum of Agreement.
2–201. The Partnership shall negotiate a

Memorandum of Agreement with the States
of California and Nevada, the Washoe Tribal
Government, the Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency, and interested local governments.

2–202. The Memorandum of Agreement
shall be designed to facilitate coordination
among the parties to the Agreement, and
shall document areas of mutual interest and
concern and opportunities for cooperation,
support, or assistance.

Sec. 3. General Provisions.
3–301. The Chair of the Partnership shall

advise the President on the implementation
of this order. The Chair may recommend
other administrative actions that may be
taken to improve the coordination of agency
actions and decisions whenever such coordi-
nation would protect and enhance the Re-
gion’s natural, ecological, and economic val-
ues.

3–302. Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to limit, delay, or prohibit any agency
action that is essential for the protection of
public health or safety, for national security,

or for the maintenance or rehabilitation of
environmental quality within the Region.

3–303. Nothing in this order is intended
to create, and this order does not create, any
right to administrative or judicial review, or
any other right or benefit, substantive or pro-
cedural, enforceable by a party against the
United States, its agencies or instrumental-
ities, its officers or employees, or any other
person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 26, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 31, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 1.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Dinner in Westwood, California
July 27, 1997

Thank you very much. One of two things
is about to happen: Either this is working,
which is good for you, or it’s not working,
and I will be the company that misery loves
for the previous speakers. [Laughter]

I thank Mark and Jane and all those on
the committee who are listed here for your
work tonight. I thank Martin Frost for his
tireless efforts. I thank Dick Gephardt for
his leadership and his willingness to continue
this fight.

I must say I used to get discouraged in
the last couple of years when occasionally I
would hear a Democratic Member of the
Senate or the House complain that it wasn’t
any fun anymore to be in the minority. And
when I thought of what the stakes were for
our country, it didn’t seem to me that fun
was a very important issue. And Dick Gep-
hardt has continued to fight and continued
to lead, and I’m very grateful for that, and
the country should be, too.

Let me thank all the members of the Cali-
fornia delegation who are here. And I par-
ticularly want to thank Vic Fazio for his lead-
ership in the House. I thank Maxine Waters
for her leadership of the Congressional Black

VerDate 05-AUG-97 14:04 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P31JY4.029 p31jy4



1140 July 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Caucus and Xavier Becerra for his leadership
in the Hispanic Caucus and so many others
for the things that they do on particular is-
sues. When I looked at the Members whose
names were called, standing up here tonight,
I thought, that’s why I’m a Democrat. This
delegation looks like America, this delegation
acts like America, and this delegation is mak-
ing the America of the future that I want
my child and my grandchildren to be a part
of. And that’s one of the reasons why I’m
here.

Let me say to you, I think all of you know
that we are in the throes of trying to finish
a budget agreement with the Republicans in
the Congress that can command the support
of an overwhelming majority of our caucus
in the House and in the Senate as well as
of the Republicans. And we are trying to get
an agreement that will finish the job of bal-
ancing the budget. Now it will be much easi-
er now because it’s clear that this year, when
the books are finally tallied, as Congressman
Gephardt said, the deficit will be about 85
percent less than it was when I took office.
And that was brought to you by these Demo-
cratic Members of Congress, and I thank
them for that.

But we have a great opportunity here, and
I want to just talk about it just for a second
and then try to put it in a larger context.
We are fighting for a budget that will balance
the budget but also contain the largest in-
crease in funding for children’s health since
Medicaid was enacted in 1965—the largest
increase—and enough to insure 5 million
kids who don’t have health insurance today;
the largest increase in investment in edu-
cation, from Head Start through access to
college, since 1965; the largest increase in
helping people to go to college since the GI
bill was passed 50 years ago. That is what
is in this budget.

And in addition to that, this budget re-
stores now virtually all of the egregious cuts
made last year by the Republican majority
in aid to legal immigrants who come to this
country, which is a very important thing for
the State of California. And it contains $3
billion to give to the places in this country
with the highest unemployment rate to help
people move from welfare to work. This is

a very good budget, if we can resolve the
remaining problems.

There is a tax cut in it. The tax cut ought
to be fair to working families. It ought to
put a primary emphasis on education. It
ought to help the economy grow. And it
shouldn’t explode in the later years so we
go right back to the deficits that we just
worked ourselves out of. And that’s what
we’re working hard to achieve, and our team
has been back working over the weekend.
If we stay in a positive frame of mind and
we all work in good faith, I think we have
an excellent chance to get there.

But I want you to understand, this is a his-
toric thing. Yes, there is a tax cut in it. But
the tax cut, in the aggregate, will only be
about one-tenth—in today’s dollars—the size
of the tax cut that was enacted in 1981 when
we adopted the whole trickle-down econom-
ics and got ourselves in the trouble that we
were in. So we’re working hard to give people
an appropriate tax cut without allowing it to
explode the deficit.

So this is a great thing. And it will help
us to continue the path of economic growth.
It will help us to continue the path of fighting
crime by finishing the job of putting 100,000
police on the street. It will help us to con-
tinue the historic drops in the welfare rolls
we have had, not by punishing poor people
but by helping them to support their children
and to go into the workplace. It will do a
lot of good things for this country. We’ll also
continue to fund our vigorous efforts on the
environment.

But what I want to say to all of you is we
need to see this in a larger context, because
that’s really what I’m convinced the two par-
ties are all about today. I just came—yester-
day I was in Lake Tahoe—you may have seen
the press on it—and I went to Lake Tahoe
because it’s a precious, wonderful, world-
wide resource. It’s one of the two bluest, big
lakes in the world. You can still see down
65 or 70 feet clearly. Forty years ago, you
could see over 100 feet clearly; now we’re
losing about a foot of visibility a year there.
That’s the troubling part. And I announced—
and Congressman Fazio was there with me,
and we announced an initiative. And your
two Senators, Dianne Feinstein and Barbara
Boxer, were there; the two Nevada Senators;

VerDate 05-AUG-97 14:04 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P31JY4.029 p31jy4



1141Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / July 27

the Governor of Nevada and Congressman
Miller and one of the Republican Congress-
men from northern California and two from
Nevada were there. It was an interesting
thing.

But here’s the point I want to make. That
is a very conservative area of Nevada, and
it is the overwhelmingly Republican portion
of the State. But in Lake Tahoe now they
have finally figured out one of the things we
have to figure out as Americans, which is that
we cannot grow our economy indefinitely at
the expense of the environment; we have to
figure out a way to replenish the environ-
ment as we grow the economy. So that now
we have, in Lake Tahoe, the most hide-
bound traditionally conservative business
people sitting in a room and not just talking
to but working with, on a common agenda,
the most ardent environmentalists, because
they have finally come to the realization that
they have to stop setting up these false
choices.

And that is really what this whole debate
is about now. When we have the budget bal-
anced and we have reaffirmed our commit-
ments to education, to our children, to health
care, to these other things, we have to then
look ahead and say, ‘‘What are the remaining
challenges this country faces? How are we
going to get into the 21st century? Who of-
fers us the best changes to get there?’’

And I can say this with some level of de-
tachment, even though I plead self-interest
as a member of my party by heritage, instinct,
and conviction, but at least I’m not running
anymore—[laughter]—which, for those of
you who have been supporting me for the
last several years, I’m sure you’re grateful for
that. [Laughter] But let me just ask you to
think about that. Just imagine, what is it that
you would like this country to look like 25
or 30 years from now? I saw at least two
women in the crowd, with their spouses, who
are about to give birth. What do you want
this country to look like when the child you’re
about to bear is your age?

That’s what we ought to be thinking about.
We’re coming to a new century and a new
millennium, in a time that is highly dynamic,
when the way we work and live and relate
to each other in the world is very different
and changing. And we have a chance to make

sure that our children will live in the best
time in all of human history. But it is not
a time free of challenge.

Since 1991, I’ve been going around the
country like a minstrel with a broken record,
saying that I have a simple vision for this
country: I want every child, without regard
to race or condition of birth, to be able to
live out his or her dreams if they’re respon-
sible enough to work for it. I want this coun-
try to be able not only to respect, but to cele-
brate its diversity and still be able to say, but
here are the things that bind us together, that
are more important, that make us one Amer-
ica. And I want us to continue to lead the
world for peace and freedom and prosperity,
because I think it’s important as you look at
the rest of the world that we not withdraw.
That’s what I want.

And I think a lot of what we have to do
goes way beyond any specific program or
specific issue or specific budget; it requires
us to think differently. And we have to get
beyond being forced to make bogus choices.
And we have to get beyond embracing yes-
terday’s conflicts. And that’s what I think the
Democratic Party is about now.

For example, when I took office, they said,
there is no way you can reduce the deficit
and increase your investment in education,
but we did. They said there was no way you
can reduce the size of Government and still
make it more effective, but there are 300,000
fewer people working for the Federal Gov-
ernment today than there were the day I took
the oath of office, and it is more effective
in a whole score of ways. They said that you
couldn’t improve the environment and con-
tinue to grow the economy, but we have
made aggressive efforts to clean the air, to
have safer drinking water, to take chemicals
out of the air, and we’re moving forward on
that. And we have to do more.

And I could give you example after exam-
ple after example of this. But as you look
ahead, let me just focus on the specific issue
of the environment. We know now that we
are putting greenhouse gases into the atmos-
phere at a breathtakingly rapid rate. We
know we’re 4 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, we’re 20 percent of the world’s wealth,
putting in more than 20 percent of the
world’s greenhouse gases. We know that if
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the Chinese get rich the same way we did,
since they are 4 times as many of them, we’re
all going to have a hard time breathing some-
time in the next century. Yet, we can’t tell
them if you work hard and you’re industrious,
we don’t want you to make a good living and
be able to support your children and educate
them. So we have to build cars that give triple
or quadruple the mileage that we’re getting.
We have to find whole different ways to get
around, to move around, to do these things.
We have to do this.

Now, which party do you think is more
likely to say that over the long run we have
got to find a way to balance our commitment
to economic opportunity with our commit-
ment to preserving our God-given natural
heritage? The party that says we can do both?
Not that there will never be any tough deci-
sions, not that there will never be any hard
choices, but that we have to do both. It’s a
huge deal.

Issue number two: We have a good econ-
omy now. It’s the best it’s been in a genera-
tion, and it’s the best in the world. And I’m
happy about that. But you can go not very
far from here tomorrow morning, Monday
morning, and drive down the street, and
you’ll see a lot of young men standing on
the street who don’t have jobs. And we
have—20 percent of the children in this
country are living below the rate of poverty.
And there is still a lot of people who are more
likely to get in trouble because they don’t
have very much to say yes to. And a lot of
our schools are still not working at the level
they should.

That’s why I’ve said I’m going to spend
the rest of my time here doing everything
I can to try and modernize and upgrade our
schools and trying to increase their perform-
ance and trying to have high standards of ex-
cellence. And I was told for years by people
who thought they were experts in education
that I was whistling an idle tune because we
had too many poor children, too many minor-
ity children, too many children whose first
language was not English to achieve inter-
national excellence in education; and that I
should stop trying to set high national stand-
ards and measure people against it because
I was just setting people up for failure. It
seemed to me we were setting people up for

failure if they came from difficult cir-
cumstances by giving them substandard edu-
cation which made sure they would never get
out of their difficult circumstances. That’s
what I always thought.

Now, finally, for the last 13 years, since—
almost 14 years now, maybe more—since
1983, when the ‘‘Nation At Risk’’ report was
issued, there have been large numbers of
people seriously working to improve our
schools. And we have been subjecting our-
selves steadily to various international com-
petitions and measurements. We have never
scored above the international average, ever,
until this year, when on the Third Inter-
national Math and Science test our fourth
graders scored well above the international
average on math and science. Now, only a
few thousand took the test, but they were
representative by race, by income, by region,
and they were well above the international
average. Now, that’s the good news.

The troubling news is our eighth graders
still scored below the international average.
And that is not surprising because they have
to deal with adolescence, the fact that middle
schools were organized when our society was
more stable than it is now, and we’re not
functioning as well as that level. But the point
is, we can—all of our kids can learn, and they
can do well and they can learn what they
need to know to achieve international stand-
ards of excellence. And if you don’t want—
even in a strong economy—tens of thousands
of people standing around on the street, vul-
nerable to gangs and guns and drugs and vio-
lence; and costing you money, if you just
want to be narrow-minded about it, then we
had better rededicate ourselves to a national
commitment to excellence for every child in
education.

Now, which party do you believe is most
likely to commit itself to international excel-
lence in education for every child in this
country without regard to race or region or
background condition? That’s why I’m here
tonight.

Let me just give you one final issue that
is terribly important. And I said this yester-
day—one of you quoted this back to me
when you went through the line; this was
quoted on television. I said, when I saw Lake
Tahoe and I saw all these people working
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together, I told them, I said, this is a model
not just for the environment; this is a model
for how we ought to behave, because this
country has got—we’re all so different, but
we have common challenges. And yet we’re
taught, almost from the crib, that we’re sup-
posed to fight with people who are different
from us. And many of us are raised actually
to look at ourselves as something special by
being able to look down on someone else.
And the truth is, there is not a person in
this audience tonight that at least at some
point in your life did not think better of your-
self by thinking, ‘‘Well, thank God I’m not
that person; I may not be perfect, but at least
there is a flaw I don’t have.’’ [Laughter]
We’ve all done that.

But consider what I have to deal with as
your President: Bosnia, the Middle East,
Northern Ireland, Rwanda, Burundi. I had
the President of Georgia in to see me the
other day. Georgia is a small country. They
have a separatist movement there. All over
the world there are still people—they’re
fighting in Bosnia. For God’s sake, they were
killing each other. They stopped killing each
other; now they’re fighting about what their
currency is going to have on it. It would be
good if they had something to buy with the
money. Why? Because we teach people and
we lead people to look down on each other
and fight each other.

We’re going to have a conference on hate
crimes at the White House this fall. Why?
I mean, this is 1997. Why are gay people
still getting beat up in public? This is 1997.
Why are we doing this? Because we still—
first of all, everybody is vulnerable to our
darker impulses. And secondly, we have not
ingrained in ourselves a way of dealing with
each other that requires us to be honest and
forthright and mutually respectful and that
actually says, we can work this out together.

I mean, it’s great that they’re doing it at
Lake Tahoe, but why aren’t they doing it ev-
erywhere? Why can’t I finally remove the
threat of the gold mine at Yellowstone? I
could give you lots of other examples. But
the most serious challenge is our racial and
ethnic diversity, which is why I went to San
Diego and gave that speech a few weeks ago
and why we’re going to spend at least a year
working on this. But we have other kinds of

diversity in this country as well. And if you
look around the world, it is consuming peo-
ple.

Now, we have a chance in the 21st century
to be not only the most powerful, not only
the wealthiest but clearly the most diverse
democracy in the world in every way, still
being bound together as one America. But
we have to work at it, and all of us have to
do our part. And it will not happen by acci-
dent. The people in Sarajevo lived together
in peace for 70 years. Mr. Karadzic, the Serb
leader, lived in a highrise apartment where
the majority of the people in the apartment
house were in different ethnic groups. And
I mean, within 2 months they were shooting
each other’s kids.

Now, do I think that’s going to happen
here? No, I don’t. But is it guaranteed? How
long ago was the Los Angeles riot? Five
years. Is it guaranteed? Look around this
room. Is it guaranteed that all the people in
this room and everybody you represent that
we’re all going to be able to work these things
together and get along? It better be, because
it’s an incredible gift for our country to have
people from everywhere living here.

We just announced a big initiative on Afri-
ca. Why? Well, 30 African countries had posi-
tive growth rates last year. Seven of them
grew at more than 7 percent. We got all these
people interested in it; they want to do busi-
ness with us. Why? Because of who we are
and who lives here. We have 600 Jewish-
American and Arab-American business peo-
ple who have promised to invest in Gaza and
the West Bank if they will ever resolve their
differences there. And they want us to. Why?
Because we are tied there.

This is the only country where we have
people from everywhere. And it is a great
gift. But if you believe that it will just happen
by accident, as a matter of course, that we
will preserve one America, I suggest that you
haven’t looked around the world enough and
remembered our recent history closely
enough. Which party do you believe is more
likely to bring this country together as one
America?

So I’m happy tonight. I’m honored beyond
belief that I was elected and reelected Presi-
dent. I’m grateful to the people of California
for making it happen for me. I’m glad that
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there are 121⁄2 million more people who get
up and go to work every day and can go home
with a paycheck and take care of their chil-
dren. I’m glad we had the biggest drop in
violent crime in 35 years. I’m glad we had
the biggest drop in the welfare rolls in his-
tory. I’m glad we’ve got the smallest percent-
age of people on welfare we’ve had in 30
years. I’m glad about all that.

But this is a journey. There is no destina-
tion. I want us to make this balanced budget
agreement tomorrow that I hope 90 percent
plus of the Democrats will vote for. But even
so, it’s just another step on a journey. And
I believe that the Democratic Party and these
people that you are here to support today
has demonstrated that it can be trusted to
lead this country on this journey, to get be-
yond the bogus choices, to get beyond the
false conflicts, to create the kind of country
and the kind of world that you want your
children and your grandchildren to inherit.
That’s the larger question that I believe has
brought you here and that I think proves that
you did the right thing by coming here to-
night.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the
Regency Club. In his remarks, he referred to
Mark and Jane Nathanson, hosts of the dinner;
Representative Martin Frost, chairman, Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee; Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze of the Republic of
Georgia; and former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Concerning International
Border Security Assistance
July 24, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense
Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 1424 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997

By the authority vested in my by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including section 301 of title 3
of the United States Code, I hereby delegate
to you, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority vested in the President
under section 1424(c) of the National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997
(Public Law 104–201).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 29, 1997]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 28, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 30.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association Conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada
July 28, 1997

Thank you very much for the warm wel-
come. I must say, whenever I come back
here, I feel terribly nostalgic. I’m eager to
come, I hate to leave, and I always know
there’s something that we don’t entirely
agree on. And right before we came in here,
I came into the Mirage and I saw Steve Wynn
and Governor Miller, and right before we
walked in, we walked through another room
which is set up just like this one—a commit-
tee room. There wasn’t a soul in there. And
I thought, look, I know we don’t agree on
everything, but this is taking it a little far.
[Laughter] I was delighted to see the real
thing. Thank you very much.

I want to say that—to you, Governor Mil-
ler and to Sandy and all your team here in
Nevada, Hillary and I are very grateful to
you for many things, but especially for what
you’ve done on early childhood development.
I congratulate Governor Voinovich on assum-
ing the chairmanship. And I thank him for
what he has done for young children. It is
a remarkable record in Ohio. And Governor
Carper, congratulations. I’m delighted to be
joined here by many members of the admin-
istration who have been here before and will
be here when I leave.

And I would like to talk today about a
number of things, but let me say that I have
tried to establish a better and a growing part-
nership with the NGA since I first took of-
fice. I’ve been working on one thing, really,
which is to prepare our country to go into
this new century where every American who
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is responsible enough to work for it has a
chance at the American dream; where out
of our vast diversity we build one America;
and where we will continue to be the world’s
leading force for peace and freedom and
prosperity, with opportunity for all and re-
sponsibility from all, an American commu-
nity of all.

The Governors who have been kind
enough to share with me work experiences,
now going back nearly 20 years, have played
a major role in a lot of what I have tried
to do, because it seems to me now, as it
seemed to me when I took office—although
I feel more strongly about it now—that in
some ways our major challenge is to develop
new ways of thinking and acting about all
of our problems, going beyond false choices
which are imposed on us by limited thinking
and beyond old conflicts. It’s so much easier
to keep fighting in the same old way than
it is to imagine a new way of doing business.
Indeed, a great deal of my time away from
domestic issues is spent trying to get people
to stop doing things that no one should have
to ask them to stop doing. In Bosnia people
lived together for decades in peace; within
2 months they were shooting at each other’s
children. In Ireland they’re still fighting over
600-year-old disputes when the young people
are dying to get away from it. But people
just can’t escape the habits of old conflicts.
Thank goodness ours are more constrained,
but we have to do better.

And I must say, Governor, the best exam-
ple that I have seen of a new way of doing
things I saw 2 days ago when I was in Nevada
at Lake Tahoe, one of the most perfectly
beautiful large lakes in the world, which is
losing about a foot of its clarity every year
because of pollution. And at Lake Tahoe, I
saw the most conservative business people
sitting with the most active environmentalists
on the same page. They would say the same
things. You couldn’t tell after a point who
was in what group, because they have con-
cluded that they cannot preserve their econ-
omy and grow it without also preserving their
environment. And it was a marvelous thing.
I couldn’t tell who was a Republican or who
was a Democrat. I couldn’t tell who was in
the public interest environmental group and
who was running a local business, because

they have just imagined a future that is dif-
ferent from their past. And in large measure,
that is what we all have to be doing, because
the time we’re living in is so dramatically dif-
ferent.

And we’ve tried to do a little bit of that
in Washington. They told me when I got
there we couldn’t balance the budget and re-
duce the deficit and cut spending and still
invest more money in education, but we did.
They said that we couldn’t have an activist
Federal Government if we were going to cut
the size of it and reduce regulations and give
more authority to the States, but the Govern-
ment is 300,000 people smaller than it was
the day I took office. And I think it’s clear
that we’ve got a different kind of partnership
here.

So that’s the sort of the thing I’m inter-
ested in, in all these areas. Let me just say
that the most important test of any endeavor,
I guess, is results. If you look at the economy,
we said that we thought we had to cut the
deficit but invest more in our people and
their future, and we had to open new markets
to American products and services. And
we’ve got the strongest economy in a genera-
tion.

In crime, we said we had to keep being
tough on criminals, but we had to do some
intelligent things—that we could have rea-
sonable restrictions on keeping guns out of
the hands of people who shouldn’t have them
without interfering with the right of Ameri-
cans to keep and bear arms, and we have
done it. We said we had to punish people
more, but we had to give children something
to say yes to, and we’ve had 5 years of declin-
ing crime and last year the biggest drop in
violent crime in 35 years.

In welfare, all of you proved that you could
be tough on work and still supportive of chil-
dren and families, that it was a false choice,
and we had the biggest drop in welfare rolls
in history.

Today I would like to talk about three
things, basically. One is finishing the job of
balancing the budget; two is following
through on welfare reform; and, third,
achieving national excellence in education.

First, with regard to the budget, we’re now
in our final stage of negotiations on the de-
tails of legislation to write into law a balanced

VerDate 05-AUG-97 14:04 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P31JY4.030 p31jy4



1146 July 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

budget agreement. We know now that the
deficit this year, when it comes in, will be
over 80 percent less than it was in 1992,
when I took office, in January of 1993. And
some people are saying, well, we ought to
just forget about it, the economy will keep
growing and the budget will be in balance
next year. That is dead wrong. It might be
in balance next year or it might not, but if
it is the deficit will start going up again imme-
diately. Why? Because as all of you know,
you can’t reform the entitlements in an an-
nual appropriations basis. We have over $400
billion of savings in the entitlement programs
in this balanced budget agreement and $900
billion in savings over 10 years.

Secondly, one of the things that keeps the
economy going is confidence that we’re seri-
ous about fiscal responsibility. So if we
walked away from the budget agreement we
don’t know what impact it would have on the
stock market and on individual investment
decisions and on the other things that keep
our economy growing. So I think it would
be a mistake.

More important, this is a remarkable budg-
et. Because of the prosperity of our country
we have a historic opportunity to balance the
budget in a way that reflects our values and
strengthens our economy as well; a historic
opportunity to pass a balanced budget that
includes the largest increase in education
since 1965, the largest increase in helping
people go to college since the GI bill passed
50 years ago; and, as Governor Miller said,
the largest increase in health insurance and
health support for children since Medicaid
was enacted in 1965 with a bipartisan vote
from the Congress.

We have a chance to pass a balanced budg-
et that will move more people from welfare
to work, that protects the environment, that
extends the Medicare Trust Fund for a dec-
ade, although, to be sure, we will have to
do more on that in the future. We have an
opportunity to give the American people a
tax cut that is modest in the context of the
overall economy but still will provide much
needed relief to middle class families, will
support education, and will help to grow this
economy in the future.

This is an historic opportunity. It can be
the achievement of a generation. It can only

happen with big majorities of people in both
Houses and both parties coming together.
And I believe we’re on the verge of achieving
it.

We’ve worked hard over the past weekend
trying to work out some of the last difficulties
with which many of you are very familiar.
I am pleased to say that we have reached
agreement that the American people will get
America’s version of Georgia’s HOPE schol-
arship, a $1,500 tax credit for the first 2 years
of college. There will be other things in the
agreement that are well-known, but it’s clear
to me that it must have a child tax credit
available for working families who need it,
from teachers to technicians, from fire-
fighters to small-business people across this
country. It should include $24 billion for chil-
dren’s health care. It should include a to-
bacco tax to help pay for that health care.
And it should preserve the fiscal integrity of
the budget. We need to be able to say to
you, not just in 5 years but in 10 years, we
will continue to be able to keep this budget
in balance if we have a reasonably successful
economy. Over the long term, the policy of
fiscal responsibility is the best economics.
And we dare not go back to a policy of sus-
tained structural deficits. We will be pun-
ished in the international markets, and peo-
ple in every State in this country that you
represent will be hurt if we do that. I think
we’re going to do it.

I know that you have some concerns over
the continuing debate in the children’s health
package. We’re trying to work through that.
Let me just say that I am striving to achieve
two principles that I do not believe have to
be in conflict. First of all, I think there will
be more flexibility than the States have had
in the past ever in the administration of the
Medicaid program and the new children’s
health program. And there will be no new
costs to the States in the children’s health
program. But it is important also that we have
an adequate benefit package for children,
recognizing that there are some problems
that children have in a way that is more pro-
found than adults, including problems with
vision, with hearing, with dental health. I also
think it’s important that the American people
know if we’re going to raise this tax money
on tobacco that the money will actually add
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children to the ranks of the insured and not
be used, in effect, for people to be able to
drop other insurance schemes of children
and put them on a public program, or that
the money would be spent on things other
than adding children.

So that’s where we are. I feel good about
it. And I think we’re on the right track. And
I will be surprised and deeply disappointed
if we do not achieve an agreement in the
near future that you will, hopefully, be quite
supportive of and that will achieve sustained,
big majorities from both Houses and both
parties.

The second thing I’d like to talk about
briefly is welfare reform. It has been one of
my top priorities for a long time—as Gov-
ernor Miller said, for at least 10 years, since
my predecessor as head of the Governors’
Association, Lamar Alexander, asked Mike
Castle and I to head a welfare reform task
force a decade ago.

Since I took office, we have given waivers
to 43 States to help you launch your own
welfare reform experiments to make welfare
a second chance, not a way of life; to promote
independence and family and work and re-
sponsibility. And about a year ago, I signed
the welfare reform law which has tough work
requirements, time limits, parental respon-
sibility, and imposes significant responsibil-
ities on you, while giving you more flexibility
to be fully responsible for the program.

There was a lot of debate about the time
I signed the bill about whether welfare re-
form would work, about whether people
would actually move from welfare to work
or whether they could. I would submit to you
that after 41⁄2 years that debate should be
over, based on the evidence that you have
worked so hard to amass. There are now 3
million fewer people on welfare than the day
I took office and 1.2 million fewer people
since I signed the welfare reform bill just
a year ago. Nine States have cut their welfare
rolls by more than 40 percent in the last 4
years. Wisconsin and Wyoming have cut their
welfare rolls in half. This is the largest de-
crease in history. And we now have the low-
est percentage of our population on welfare
since 1970. And you should be very proud
of your role in that achievement. That is
something America can be proud of, the low-

est percentage of people on public assistance
since 1970.

Now, I know there are a lot of reasons
for that. The good economy has taken some
people from welfare to work. There’s been
a 50 percent increase in child support collec-
tions, and that’s helped. The minimum wage
and the earned-income tax credit have made
work more attractive for people on the mar-
gins; that’s helped. But make no mistake
about it—our Council of Economic Advisers
did a very rigorous analysis of this, making
clear that a significant percentage of the peo-
ple who had moved from welfare to work
did so because of State welfare reform initia-
tives and because of the new law. So we know
it can work.

Now, let me also say I know that a lot of
you were concerned, as I was, about some
of the things that were in the welfare reform
law that I felt should not have been there,
and we are moving forward in this budget
agreement to fix that. Among other things,
the most egregious cuts in aid to legal immi-
grants will be restored under agreements we
have already reached with the Republican
and the Democratic leaders in the Congress.
And there will be another $11⁄2 billion for
food stamps, which I think is important,
among other things, because it’s important
for us to remember that most people on wel-
fare are single mothers and their little chil-
dren. But a lot of unemployed people long
term in this society are single men, and we
should not forget about them. And one of
the things that I like so much about what
Governor Carnahan has been doing in Mis-
souri is the attempt to integrate the efforts
to put single men into the work force with
the effort to put people from welfare into
the work force. If we can’t do this now when
our unemployment is 5 percent nationwide
and when prosperity is virtually uniform
across the country but there are pockets of
people who are still unemployed, when can
we do it?

So I believe that these restorations will
help you in your efforts. And State officials
were central to this budget debate without
regard to party, and I thank you for your help
in getting that into the agreement.

But there’s also a lot more to be done.
You asked to be cut loose from the Federal
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Government’s bureaucratic strings, and we
did that. But now you have continuing re-
sponsibility that is greater, and we have con-
tinuing responsibility because it’s still a na-
tional priority. So I think we ought to take
a look at how we’re doing—our successes,
our shortcomings, and our continuing chal-
lenges—in four areas: jobs, child care, trans-
portation, and child support.

First, how well are we doing in creating
the jobs that are necessary to move people
from welfare to work? If we require people
to work, they have to be able to work; there
have to be jobs there for them. Nearly all
the State welfare-to-work programs include
the traditional elements of job search, train-
ing, education, community work experience,
placement in unsubsidized jobs. But now—
I think this is remarkable—now 36 of the
50 States are doing what I would encourage
every State to do, using welfare checks to
subsidize private employment for a period of
time.

Almost every State in America today has
more money under the welfare program of
the reform law than you would have if the
old law was in place, because we pegged the
block grant to the time when welfare rolls
were the highest, and they’ve dropped at a
record rate. So the 36 States that are doing
this I predict will find much, much greater
success in getting private employers to be
willing to take a chance, because now that
we’ve moved 3 million people off the rolls,
you know as well as I do that the remaining
adults on the rolls, by and large, are the hard-
est to place in employment in the private sec-
tor, need the most training, need the most
support, may have a false start or two, and
we cannot do it unless we have private sector
support. So for those of you who have done
this, I take my hat off to you.

We also know that there will be some
places in this country where the impact of
welfare is so great and the present absence
of private sector, successful job creation is
limited that we have to do more. So this
agreement will include $3 billion to go to
communities and States to help you create
the work opportunities in those areas where
the private sector will not be able to provide
them alone. And I think that is a good thing.

We also have secured in this agreement
from congressional leaders a private employ-
ers tax credit to help hire long-term welfare
recipients. And I believe it is drawn as nar-
rowly as we could draw it so that the tax cred-
it cannot, in effect, be used for people other
than those who are actually moving from wel-
fare to work. And I hope that will help you
to meet your goals in each State. Pennsylva-
nia and Massachusetts are among the States
that are already doing this.

And I also believe, if I might say, that every
one of these workers should earn the mini-
mum wage. And I know there’s been some
debate about that. I’ve heard already from
Governor Voinovich and Governor Miller
what your position is, but I just want to reaf-
firm my view that when people go into the
workplace and they earn the minimum
wage—they ought to be able to earn the min-
imum wage. They should be eligible for the
earned-income tax credit. That’s what I be-
lieve. Whether we can work some resolution
of some of the other issues, I don’t know,
but I feel very strongly about that. I know
right now that according to our analysis, the
fact that we raised the minimum wage and
raised the earned-income tax credit is one
of the reasons a lot of people voluntarily tried
to move from welfare to work, and I don’t
think we ought to do anything that would
undermine that incentive.

Let me say that we also have a welfare-
to-work partnership nationally with CEO’s of
large, medium, and small businesses. And I
want to thank Governors Thompson and Car-
per for agreeing to cochair the advisory coun-
cil of that partnership. I think it would be
a good thing if every State had a similar part-
nership. North Carolina, I know, is one of
the States—a growing list—that have estab-
lished them locally.

My experience has been that private em-
ployers are actually quite eager to help us
solve this problem. If we will help them with
some of their problems, I think that they will
carry a lot of this load for us because all of
America has a vested interest in seeing that
welfare is a second chance, not a way of life.
MGM Grand Hotel here has hired over
1,000 welfare recipients during the past few
years. And the State of Nevada has set a goal
for new casinos to set aside 10 percent of
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all their positions for former welfare recipi-
ents. And we thank you for that.

The second thing that it seems to me that
we ought to look at is child care. We all know
that it’s essential if low income families are
going to succeed at work and at home. And
I think we all agree that raising children will
always be our most important job. It’s more
important than our day job. It is the most
important thing any society can do. And we
can’t have people with young children mov-
ing into the work force unless they know that
their children are going to be well-cared for
and safe and secure in a nourishing environ-
ment while they’re at work.

Now, we worked hard to add $4 billion
to the welfare reform law to increase child
care assistance to you. And States are now
receiving more Federal dollars, and about
half the States over and above that are in-
creasing their spending beyond what is need-
ed to receive these Federal funds. And for
those of you that are doing that, I applaud
you. And I think the States with the biggest
drop in welfare loads would say—I see Gov-
ernor Thompson nodding his head—I be-
lieve they would say that that has been criti-
cal in their endeavors. Florida, Wisconsin,
and a few other States have added quite a
bit more than required under the Federal
law. Some States are creating seamless child
care systems which provide subsidies for all
workers below a certain income whether they
were once on welfare or not. That is a model
that I hope one day we’ll be able to have
everywhere in America.

The First Lady and I have worked on
this—she, particularly—for a long time. We
think every child should have access to qual-
ity child care, and we think it’s the next great
frontier if we’re going to make sure all Amer-
icans can succeed at home and at work. On
October 23d, we’re going to have the first-
ever White House Conference on Child Care
to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of
the present system and what else we have
to do. And I hope you will all be involved
in that and will have representatives there.

The third thing we have to do is to make
sure there’s adequate transportation for
those moving from welfare to work, because
the jobs, the training programs, and the child
care centers are often outside the neighbor-

hoods. I must say, I thought I knew a lot
about welfare, but until we actually got into
the end of the law here, I was unaware that
only 6 percent of the people on welfare have
cars, and that in many big cities, no matter
how long people are willing to ride the bus
or the subway, they will never get to the
available entry-level jobs. That is a stunning
statistic. At the same time, there are a lot
of suburbs where businesses need new work-
ers. And Congress, therefore, I think should
put in this new transportation bill the pro-
posal I’ve made for $600 million to help
States and localities devise transportation
strategies to move people from welfare to
work.

Some communities and States have al-
ready started. Kentucky has an Empower
Kentucky initiative that uses the resources
of four different Cabinet offices and a free
transportation brokerage system to assure
transportation in all areas of the State. And
this will probably be something that all of
us who come from States with large rural
populations, where there are people in rural
areas on welfare, will have to adopt. Michi-
gan’s Project Zero provides transportation in
its effort to put every able-bodied person to
work. In Wisconsin—this was a stunning sta-
tistic to me—only 31⁄2 percent of the people
on welfare have cars. So the State has a job
ride initiative to van-pool literally thousands
of central city workers to suburban jobs.
Other States are spending part of the welfare
block grant you now have on transportation.
And I would just encourage you to do more
of it, and I ask you to please help me per-
suade Congress to put this $600 million in
the new ISTEA bill, because it will help you
to do what you have to do to meet your goals
of employment.

Finally, let me say a word about child sup-
port. The Governors have been in the van-
guard of insisting on more uniform, tougher
child support requirements. The legislation
that has been passed and the efforts that
we’ve made together have led to an increase
of 50 percent in child support collections be-
tween ’92 and ’96. And that is very good;
that’s billions of dollars. But with the unani-
mous support from this body we made sure
in the welfare law there were tough new
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measures to help the States track deadbeat
parents across State lines.

To date, however, as you saw from the
study that was published a few days ago, not
all States have put these measures in place.
This is one of the critical steps to welfare
reform. And the more people who are
obliged to pay for their children, who can
pay for their children, are unable to escape
the obligation to pay for their children, the
more there will be public money to spend
on productive ways to help the people who
actually have to have help. So I would urge
all the States to put in place these tough,
statewide child support collections mecha-
nisms as fully and quickly as possible.

Finally, let me say that I have some con-
cern that the savings from welfare, which
have been very considerable in some States,
will not be used on welfare reform to move
all the people who can move from welfare
into the work force. We have lowered welfare
rolls by 3 million over 41⁄2 years, and that’s
a great accomplishment. But we know we’ve
been helped by the other things that I men-
tioned.

Now, I know in some State capitals there
are big debates about how to use extra money
caused by the fact that the block grant was
pegged to the peak welfare caseload and the
caseload is much lower in your States. But
I think if we were to revert these savings to
other things away from welfare reform, it
would be a big mistake that would come
home to haunt the States the next time there
is an economic downturn. Anybody who does
it, I think, would really wind up regretting
it the next time there’s an economic down-
turn. And if you can get people—even in an
economic downturn, if people lose their jobs,
if they have work experience now, if we can
get all these people into the work force now,
then when they become unemployed, as
there will always be some people who are
unemployed, they will be far, far more likely
to be unemployed for a shorter period of
time and to get back to productive work more
quickly. Maryland has decided to take the
money that they have from lowering case-
loads, and they’re using all of it for child care,
transportation, and training people. And I
think that that is the way to go.

After a year of this law, we know that wel-
fare reform will work; we know it will. But
we know that we have a ways to go to make
a culture of dependency a thing of the past.
And so in these four areas, for all you’re
doing, I applaud you. But I would urge you,
all of you, to make sure that you’ve done ev-
erything you can in each area.

Finally, let me ask your help in one other
area. As all of you know, and particularly
those of you who served with me know, edu-
cation has been not only the centerpiece of
a lot of what I’m trying to do in this second
term, it’s been an obsession of mine through-
out my public life. We have made a lot of
progress since the ‘‘Nation At Risk’’ report
was issued in the spring of 1983, and Gov-
ernors have led the way. But we have a lot
more to do.

In the State of the Union Address I asked
every State to adopt high national standards
and, by 1999, to participate in testing every
fourth grader in reading and every eighth
grader in math to make sure the standards
are being met. Since I issued that call, Gov-
ernors and education leaders in six States
have agreed to participate. And I thank the
Governors of North Carolina, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Kentucky, and
West Virginia—three Republicans and three
Democrats—along with the Department of
Defense schools all over the world for step-
ping up to the challenge. I wish Governor
Weld were here for me to thank him, but
I appreciate the fact that he’s willing to go
to Mexico. And I hope we can get him there.

Last week Secretary Riley and I went to
the National Association of Elementary
School Principals where we were able to an-
nounce, thanks to the Coalition of Great City
Schools, that 15 of the largest school districts
in this country, including schools in six of
the seven largest cities in America, have com-
mitted to adopt national standards and to
participate in the program. This will get us
up to about 20 percent of the children in
America who are now committed to be a part
of this in 1999.

Now, this is an astonishing thing. For those
of us who have been at this for a long time,
this—5 years ago—the idea that 15 of the
largest cities in America, which were written
off in terms of their school system, would
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come up and say, not only do we not wish
to be written off, we’re willing to be held
accountable, and if our kids aren’t measuring
up, we want to know about it, is an astonish-
ing development in the modern history of
education reform and something we should
all be very, very excited about and grateful
for.

Now, I know there is some reluctance
here, and I would just like to deal with a
couple of issues. One is the cities wouldn’t
do it for a long time because they thought
that our kids couldn’t do it. That’s the truth.
They said America has a higher percentage
of poor kids than other countries; America’s
got a more diverse student body than other
countries; America’s got all these problems
in the way they work than other countries,
and on and on and on—and these kids, they
just have too many loads to bear. My theory
is that the kids with too many loads to bear
need to be held to the highest expectations
and need a good education more than any-
body else.

And now we know we can do it. The results
we got just a few weeks ago from the Third
International Math and Science Tests, which
include a few thousands kids from America—
but they are a representative sample by race,
by region, and by income—had for the very
first time on any international test—our
fourth graders scored way above the inter-
national average in math and science, way
above the international average. It had never
happened before. But we know we can do
it now. That’s the good news.

The bad news is, the kids in the eighth
grade still scored below the international av-
erage. And we know why. When they reach
adolescence, they—all the problems of ado-
lescence come to bear. They become more
vulnerable to the gangs, the guns, the drugs,
all the other things. The middle schools in
many, many of our States were organized—
many of them are too big to be functional.
They were organized when our society was
far more stable and coherent than it is now.

We know there are a lot of problems we
have to face, but we don’t have to guess any-
more about whether our kids can do it. We
don’t have—that’s not—it’s not an open de-
bate. They proved that they could do this.
And we owe it to them. So we’re not doing

them any favors by not saying we’re prepared
to be held to international standards.

The second reservation I think is that
somehow this was a power grab by the Fed-
eral Government to erode States’ constitu-
tional responsibility for education or local
control of the schools. Now, Secretary—Gov-
ernor Riley is going to be here after I leave,
and I know he’s been here, but let me reem-
phasize, our basic role here is to pay for the
development of this test. And most of you
now participate in the national assessment of
education progress; over 40 States do. We
participated in helping to pay for the devel-
opment of that test, but it’s a national test
that is given to a representative sample of
students; it has nothing to do with the Fed-
eral Government. They’re not Government
questions, Government standards, Govern-
ment anything. We helped them to develop
the test. That’s what we propose to do for
all the kids at the fourth and eighth grade
level—not to have a Federal standard but a
national standard. Governor Romer has been
working on that for years. When I handed
over the leadership of the standards move-
ment and he took it up, he’s been, I think,
perhaps our most passionate and certainly
our most well-informed advocate on this
issue for a long time.

But this is not a Federal Government
power grab. It’s a question of whether there
should be national standards. Neither is it
inconsistent with the fact that the Depart-
ment of Education has actually given more
say to States and local school districts than
our predecessors in how to spend Federal
funds. So I think that that is not accurate.

Now, the third and the legitimate concern
that a lot of you have is that you already have
sometimes more than one other testing re-
gime. That is a legitimate concern. And so
we have to work with you if we’re going to
ask you to participate in this to try to rec-
oncile these things so that you’re not over-
burdened in terms of the administrative time,
the time that kids spend, all that. I under-
stand there are practical implementation is-
sues that I consider legitimate. But I think
we can work through those.

I just have to say, though, I do not believe
that we will be the leading economy in the
world 50 years from now unless we can do
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a more uniform job of getting people out of
high school with excellent world-class edu-
cations. I do not believe that. You have to
ask yourself whether you believe that. I don’t
believe that. We’ve got the finest system of
higher education in the world. It will con-
tinue to carry us a long way, but we simply
have to do a better job in K through 12. And
I believe this will help. And I want to implore
you to work with us and try to work through
the legitimate administrative concerns you
have of the duplication of tests and the time
and all that business. We will do everything
we can to help with that. But I think this
is a terrific opportunity for us, and now we
know we can do it.

So those are the things I wanted to say
about the budget and welfare reform and
education: State responsibilities involving
education and welfare reform, but high na-
tional priorities; and critical to move with
these forward into the 21st century.

Just very briefly let me mention one more
thing. I have been helped greatly by two of
your former colleagues, Governor Kean of
New Jersey and Governor Winter of Mis-
sissippi, who agreed to be two of the seven
members of our advisory board in this year-
long effort we’re making to look at the state
of race relations in America, race reconcili-
ation, and where we’re going into the 21st
century. I think all of us know there is still
some unfinished business represented by the
continuing debates we have in America over
affirmative action and other issues. But what
I think has not been as clearly thought
through are the implications of where we’re
going racially as a country.

Today, Governor Cayetano is the Gov-
ernor of the only State in America that has
no majority race. In Hawaii, about a third
of the people are of European heritage;
about a third of the people are of Japanese
heritage, maybe a little lower, both; about
18 percent of Philippine heritage; about 16
percent native Pacific Islanders. But within
5 years the State of California will have no
majority race. And unless there is a dramatic
change in birth patterns and immigration
patterns—I mean a dramatic change—within
30 to 40 years in our Nation as a whole there
will be no majority race. We have to think
about the implications of this.

I just welcomed all the delegates from
Girls Nation and Boys Nation to the White
House. And both the delegates from Girls
Nation, Governor Carlson, from Minnesota
were Asian-Americans—in Nordic Min-
nesota. This country is changing in dramatic
ways. Race, ethnicity, and religion is convuls-
ing the rest of the world. If we can somehow
not only respect but actually celebrate our
diversity and still have people say that the
most important thing is I’m an American and
we have one America, this is an unbelievable
opportunity for us in the new century. It can
do as much as anything else to preserve our
world leadership for the things that we care
about and to make America really work.

And so I would ask all of you over the
course of the year, and maybe we’ll take it
beyond—we’ll be trying to get in touch with
people in every State—I hope you will par-
ticipate in this. This will be a good, healthy
thing for America. But it is also absolutely
essential to the function of this country as
we move into the 21st century. If we can’t
find a way to say it’s good, whatever our eth-
nic heritage is and we celebrate it, but the
most important thing is we are a part of one
America, we can’t achieve any of these other
things we want to achieve over the long run.

And again I say, if you think about what
the Governors are about—getting rid of false
choices, getting rid of phony debates, going
into the future—this is at the core of that.
So the country is in good shape. We’re mov-
ing in the right direction. We’ve got to finish
the job of balancing the budget, follow
through on welfare, put education on the
front burner, and learn to work and live to-
gether. If we do that, then all of us together
will leave our grandchildren an America that
will be greater than it is today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
Ballroom at the Mirage Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to the following National Governors’ As-
sociation officials: Gov. Bob Miller of Nevada, out-
going chairman, and his wife, Sandy; Gov. George
Voinovich of Ohio, incoming chairman; and Gov.
Tom Carper of Delaware, incoming vice chair-
man. The President also referred to Steve Wynn,
chairman and chief executive officer, Mirage Re-
sorts, Inc.; former Governors Lamar Alexander of
Tennessee, Michael N. Castle of Delaware,

VerDate 05-AUG-97 14:04 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P31JY4.030 p31jy4



1153Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / July 28

Thomas H. Kean of New Jersey, and William F.
Winter of Mississippi; Governors Mel Carnahan
of Missouri, Tommy G. Thompson of Wisconsin,
Roy Romer of Colorado, James B. Hunt, Jr., of
North Carolina, Parris N. Glendening of Mary-
land, Paul E. Patton of Kentucky, John Engler
of Michigan, Benjamin J. Cayetano of Hawaii,
Arne H. Carlson of Minnesota, and William F.
Weld of Massachusetts, nominee to be U.S. Am-
bassador to Mexico; and the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA).

Statement on the Retirement of
General Ronald R. Fogleman as Air
Force Chief of Staff
July 28, 1997

Today Gen. Ronald Fogleman, the Chief
of Staff of the U.S. Air Force, announced
that he plans to retire in September, after
34 years of active duty service.

It has been a great privilege for me to work
closely with General Fogleman over the last
3 years. I want to take this opportunity to
commend this extraordinary officer for his
dedicated service to our Nation. For over
three decades, in war and peace, General
Fogleman has demonstrated his inspirational
leadership and dedication to the men and
women of the Air Force. As Chief of Staff,
his clear vision and tireless championship of
air and space power have shaped the U.S.
Air Force for the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. These are his legacies.

General Fogleman’s leadership and wise
counsel will truly be missed in the senior de-
cision-making ranks of our national security
structure. Hillary and I wish him and Miss
Jane the very best.

Memorandum on the 1997
Combined Federal Campaign
July 28, 1997

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: 1997 Combined Federal Campaign
of the National Capital Area

I am delighted that the Secretary of Trans-
portation Rodney E. Slater has agreed to
serve as the chair of the 1997 Combined
Federal Campaign of the National Capital

Area. I ask you to support the campaign by
personally chairing the campaign in your
agency and appointing a top official as your
vice chair.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. This year
our goal is to raise more than $38 million.
Public servants not only contribute to the
campaign, but assume leadership roles to en-
sure its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help guarantee another successful campaign
this year.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Cyprus-United States Extradition
Treaty
July 28, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Cyprus (‘‘the Treaty’’), signed at Wash-
ington on June 17, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report explains, the Treaty will not require
implementing legislation.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforce-
ment communities of both countries. It will
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 28, 1997.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
World Intellectual Property
Organization Treaties

July 28, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the World Intellectual
Property Organization Copyright Treaty and
the World Intellectual Property Organization
Performances and Phonograms Treaty, done
at Geneva on December 20, 1996, and signed
by the United States on April 12, 1997. Also
transmitted is the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaties.

These Treaties are in the best interests of
the United States. They ensure that inter-
national copyright rules will keep pace with
technological change, thus affording impor-
tant protection against piracy for U.S.
rightsholders in the areas of music, film,
computer software, and information prod-
ucts. The terms of the Treaties are thus con-
sistent with the United States policy of en-
couraging other countries to provide ade-
quate and effective intellectual property pro-
tection.

Legislation is required to implement cer-
tain provisions of the Treaties. Legislation is
also required to ensure that parties to the
Treaties are granted, under U.S. copyright
law, the rights to which they are entitled
under the Treaties. That legislation is being
prepared and is expected to be submitted
shortly.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Per-
formances and Phonograms Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification, subject
to a declaration under Article 15(3) of the
WIPO Performances and Phonograms Trea-
ty described in the accompanying State De-
partment report.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 28, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Protection
of National Information
Infrastructure
July 28, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 1061 of the National

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1997, attached is a report, with attachments,
covering Policy on Protection of National In-
formation Infrastructure Against Strategic
Attack.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 28, 1997.

Remarks at the Funeral Service for
Justice William J. Brennan, Jr.
July 29, 1997

Mrs. Brennan, members of the Brennan
family, Justices of the Supreme Court, Mem-
bers of Congress, the administration, Father
Jordan, Father O’Hara, Monsignor:
Throughout our history, a few powerful
ideals have transformed the lives of our peo-
ple. And throughout our history, there have
been a few individuals so devoted to those
ideals they could hammer them on the anvil
of history to reshape our land and our future.

Often, when our Nation could have frac-
tured, a few have stepped into the breach,
bringing us together and moving us forward.
Justice Brennan found the ideals in the Con-
stitution time and time again. And time and
time again, he stepped into the breach to
hammer them on the anvil of our history,
saving us from our darker impulses and al-
ways pulling us together and pushing us for-
ward. We thank God for his life and work,
for Justice Brennan’s America is America at
its best. Today we recall his decency and
grace which made out of his philosophical
foes some close, personal friends. We recall
his humor and humility, we recall his pride
in his own heritage and the stunning, almost
inexplicable empathy that enabled him to
walk in the shoes of those whose lives were
so very different from his own. We recall him
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as a legal giant, the balance wheel who mold-
ed the Supreme Court into an instrument
of liberty and equality during tumultuous
times.

For Justice Brennan, the phrases of our
Constitution were not archaic abstractions
but living, vibrant guarantees of the freedom
and equality God has given us. Because of
him, those old words came alive in our lives
as well. Think of it: Today, the votes of all
Americans have equal weight because of Jus-
tice Brennan. The press can freely and
robustly debate the great issues of the day
because of Justice Brennan. Mr. Justice,
you’ll have to forgive the elected officials
here if we have, time to time, doubted the
wisdom of that decision—[laughter]—which
probably proves its correctness. Women can
break down the barriers of discrimination in
the workplace because of Justice Brennan.
The basic freedoms of the Bill of Rights apply
to every State in America, giving ordinary
citizens redress when their rights have been
violated by government because of Justice
Brennan. Lives were lifted up and Americans
summoned to live to our highest ideals be-
cause of Justice Brennan.

As a young man growing up in the South,
I lived through the shame of segregation. I
know what it meant when the Supreme
Court spoke unanimously and said Little
Rock Central High School must open its
doors to all. Then, I knew things would never
be the same. Now, I know that this trans-
formation was written into our law by Justice
Brennan. He became a hero to me, a model
for law and service, a real belief to me that
if law could serve justice and equality then,
25 years ago, young people like Hillary and
me could go into the law, because we
thought, like him, we could make a dif-
ference by upholding the Constitution’s dig-
nity and meaning and working to make it
more real in the lives of all Americans.

One of the greatest honors of my Presi-
dency was to bestow on him, and post-
humously his friend Justice Marshall, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Tonight the Sun will set over the hills of
Arlington National Cemetery on the first
night of Justice Brennan’s residence there.
But the life he lived will never be extin-
guished, and the life he breathed into our

most cherished ideals will never die. He
loved his country fiercely. He gave himself
to it fully. He strengthened it profoundly,
and we are all better for it. We thank God
for his life and commend his soul to the Al-
mighty.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. at St.
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred
to Justice Brennan’s widow, Mary; Father Milton
E. Jordan, pastor, Mother Seton Parish, German-
town, MD; Father John O’Hara, priest, Diocese
of Arlington; and Monsignor Ronald Jameson, rec-
tor, St. Matthew’s Cathedral.

Remarks on the Balanced Budget
Agreement
July 29, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Ladies
and gentlemen, we have the pleasure of an-
nouncing today an historic agreement that
will benefit generations of Americans. Last
night we reached agreement with Congress
on detailed legislation to balance the budget
in a way that honors our values, invests in
our people, and cuts taxes for middle class
families. After decades of deficits, we have
put America’s fiscal house in order again.

Above all, we are investing in education,
America’s most important priority. I am par-
ticularly pleased that the first balanced budg-
et in a generation is also the best education
budget in a generation and the best for future
generations.

This agreement meets my goal of bal-
ancing the budget in a way that honors our
values, invests in our people, and prepares
America for the 21st century. It is very, very
good for our country. It’s a victory for every
parent who wants a good education for their
children, for every child in a poor household
who needs health care, for every immigrant
struggling to make it here, for every family
working to build a secure future. It is the
best investment we can make in America’s
future.

Let me underscore the magnitude of this
achievement. Four and a half years ago,
when this administration took office, Ameri-
ca’s budget deficit was $290 billion and ris-
ing. We put in place a comprehensive eco-
nomic strategy to cut the deficit and invest
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in our people. The budget plan adopted in
1993 made a large contribution to today’s
conditions in America: a strong economy, low
inflation, and a deficit that has already shrunk
by more than 80 percent.

The budget agreement that we announced
today would not be possible had it not been
for the tough vote taken in 1993 to set us
on the right path. [Applause] Thank you.
Now, this legislation will help to ensure the
conditions for continued prosperity, keeping
interest rates down, and spurring investment.
And, just as important, it will give our people
the tools to reap the rewards of economic
growth.

Let me mention just a few of the details
of this plan: First, at the heart of this bal-
anced budget is a historic investment in edu-
cation, the most significant increase in edu-
cation funding in more than 30 years. It in-
cludes $35 billion in tax relief to help families
pay for college and training, the largest in-
vestment in higher education since the GI
bill 50 years ago. It will give every American
who needs it a HOPE scholarship to pay for
the first 2 years of college. It gives tax relief
for all 4 years of college and for education
throughout a lifetime. The overall budget
agreement also includes the largest increase
in Pell grant scholarships for deserving stu-
dents in three decades, funds our America
Reads Challenge, helps to connect all our
schools and libraries to the Internet by the
year 2000.

As the spending bills move forward in
weeks to come, we will work to see that they
reflect this agreement. I am pleased that this
legislation also will give communities sub-
stantial tax cuts to help to build and modern-
ize our schools. All across America, I have
challenged our people to make sure that
every 8-year-old can read, every 12-year-old
can log on to the Internet, every 18-year-
old can go to college, every adult can keep
learning for a lifetime. This balanced budget
makes unprecedented progress toward those
goals.

Second, this a balanced budget that
strengthens our families by extending health
insurance coverage to up to 5 million chil-
dren. By investing fully $24 billion, we will
be able to provide quality medical care for
these children, everything from regular

checkups to major surgery. I want to thank
all of the people in the Congress and among
my fellow Democrats here who worked so
hard on the health care issue, but I especially
want to say a thanks to Senator Kennedy,
Senator Rockefeller, and to the First Lady
for what they have done over these years to
help us to reach this important day.

We want every child in America to grow
up healthy and strong, and this investment
takes a major step toward that goal. I’m also
pleased that Congress agreed to pay for the
children’s health care in part with a new 15-
cents-a-pack tax on cigarettes. Not only will
this new revenue help to pay for health care,
it will help prevent children from taking up
smoking in the first place.

Third, this is a balanced budget that pro-
vides modest tax relief to the middle class,
helping families to raise their children, buy
and sell a home, save for their retirement
with expanded IRA’s, and send their children
to college. We fought very hard to make sure
this tax cut helped a wide range of middle
class parents, all those who are working hard
to raise their children, pay their taxes, and
be good citizens, and the agreement does just
that.

Fourth, this is a balanced budget that will
help us finish the job of welfare reform, pro-
viding $3 billion to move welfare recipients
to private sector jobs, keeping our promise
made last year to provide $12 billion to re-
store disability and health benefits for
350,000 legal immigrants. And, as the Vice
President will describe, it will double the
number of empowerment zones to bring the
spark of private enterprise to our hardest
pressed neighborhoods.

Finally, this is a balanced budget that hon-
ors our commitment to our parents by ex-
tending the Medicare Trust Fund for a dec-
ade and to the next generation by continuing
our commitment to the environment to pro-
tect our air, our land, our water, to clean up
the worst toxic waste sites in the Nation. And
we achieve all these goals while eliminating
the budget deficit by 2002. We are deter-
mined never again to repeat the mistakes of
the past, when we mortgaged our economy
to reckless policies. This budget reforms and
cuts yesterday’s Government so that we can
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help provide our people the means to meet
the challenges of tomorrow.

Let me thank the negotiators for the ad-
ministration who did a superb job, all the
Democratic lawmakers here and, indeed, all
of the Members of Congress who worked
hard on this legislation. I also want to say
a special word of appreciation to Senator Lott
and Speaker Gingrich, to Senator Domenici
and Congressman Kasich, and to their com-
mittee chairs who worked with us across the
lines of substantial philosophical and prac-
tical differences to reach a good-faith agree-
ment that is an honorable and principled
compromise. And especially let me thank
Senators Daschle and Lautenberg, Congress-
man Spratt, and Congressman Rangel for
their leadership.

This agreement is a monument to the ef-
forts that people, who good will can make,
when they put aside partisan interests to
work together for the common good and our
common future. It reflects the values and as-
pirations of all Americans, and I hope and
expect it will marshal strong majorities of
both parties in both Houses.

This summer we had an historic oppor-
tunity to strengthen America for the 21st
century, and we have seized it. Now our Na-
tion can move forward stronger, more vi-
brant, more united than ever. For that, I am
profoundly grateful.

Now I’d like to ask the Vice President to
come forward, and let me thank you all again
for this great, great day.

[At this point, the Vice President and con-
gressional leaders made brief remarks.]

The President. Wait, wait. We forgot to
say one thing. We still have to pass this agree-
ment. [Laughter] And so, tomorrow, the next
day—and I hope it will be over by then—
all of us who are for it, in both parties, have
a solemn obligation to go out there and try
to keep moving and keep this spirit alive and
actually pass it. We are celebrating an agree-
ment. We still have to celebrate the passage
of the bill and then the signing of the bill,
and I look forward to being here for that with
all of you and others as well.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the United States Arctic
Research Plan
July 29, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fifth biennial revision (1998–2002) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 29, 1997.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in
Jerusalem, Israel, and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 30, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today’s
bombing by terrorists in Jerusalem was a bar-
barous act. There is no excuse and there must
be no tolerance for this kind of inhumanity.
The slaughter was aimed directly at innocent
Israelis. And make no mistake, it was also
aimed at the majority of Israelis, Palestinians,
and Arabs who want a lasting and just peace.

The only answer can and must be concrete
steps by the Palestinian Authority to increase
security operations and the strengthening of
security cooperation between Palestinians
and Israelis and a deepened determination
by both Palestinians and Israelis to pursue
peace. Only when a lasting and secure peace
is achieved will the enemies of peace be de-
feated.

I have just spoken to Prime Minister
Netanyahu. I told him the hearts and prayers
of Americans are with him, the people of Is-
rael, and the victims of the attack and their
families.

I have nothing further to say about this
except to say, again, we must not let the en-
emies of peace prevail. There must be in-
creased security operations, increased secu-
rity cooperation, and a continuing commit-
ment that is deep into the peace process.

Q. Mr. President, what kind of security
could have guarded against these two people
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who apparently were willing to kill them-
selves in order to do this damage?

The President. Well, I can’t answer that,
but I do know that there have been long peri-
ods when the security operations have suc-
ceeded. And if these people were part of
larger networks, there may well be something
else that can be done, but I don’t obviously
know the facts of this specific case. We can’t
say whether any action by the Palestinian Au-
thority, for example, could have stopped this
bombing, but we can say, from our observa-
tions, that there could be increased security
activity and cooperation.

Q. Will you try to reach Chairman Arafat,
and what publicly do you expect him to do
in the wake of this explosion?

The President. Well, he’s already talked
to Prime Minister Netanyahu, and I would
expect him to say in public what he said to
him in private. And I would expect there to
be increased security activity and increased
security cooperation.

Q. Mr. President, how long will the Den-
nis Ross trip be postponed, and what specific
new steps will he bring from the United
States trying to revive the peace process?

The President. I think it’s inappropriate
to discuss the second part of your question
at this moment, but the trip will be post-
poned for a period—an appropriate period
of mourning.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that it’s
time for either you or the Secretary of State
to become personally involved? There has
been a lot of criticism that the United States
hasn’t been——

The President. First of all, I think the sug-
gestion that we’ve not been personally in-
volved is just false. But certainly——

Q. In a public way, though.
The President. Well, I believe, and I think

that the record will bear this out—I be-
lieve—my personal involvement has been
continuing and intense in this. But I know
of no example in recent history where peace
is made by third parties trying to be helpful
making public statements alone. I believe the
way I’m doing this is the most effective way.
But you should not conclude for a moment
that the White House has not been intimately
and intensely and continuously involved in

this peace process, particularly as it has got-
ten more difficult.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority; and Special Middle East
Coordinator Dennis Ross.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform
July 30, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I called
on Congress to enact bipartisan campaign fi-
nance reform legislation. I said that delay
could be the death of reform and urged Con-
gress to move forward quickly. I strongly sup-
port the decision by Senators McCain and
Feingold to bring campaign finance reform
legislation to the floor of Congress in Sep-
tember for a vote.

The problems with the role of money in
Presidential and congressional elections are
plain. Since the campaign finance laws were
last overhauled two and a half decades ago,
the system has been overwhelmed by a flood
of campaign cash. Both political parties are
now engaged in an ever-escalating arms race
for campaign funds. The consequences for
our political system are clear: There is too
much money in politics, and it takes too
much time to raise.

To make sure that ordinary citizens have
the loudest voice in our democracy, we must
act to change the campaign finance laws. This
year, I have asked the FEC to ban so-called
soft money to parties; I have asked the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to require
broadcasters to provide free TV time to can-
didates; and the Justice Department has indi-
cated it will defend spending limits in the
courts. But these steps, however important,
are no substitute for legislation. America
needs—and the American people demand—
strong, comprehensive campaign finance re-
form legislation. As the new century ap-
proaches, we have an opportunity and an ob-
ligation to restore the trust of the American
people in their politics—and this is our
chance to do it.

VerDate 05-AUG-97 14:04 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P31JY4.030 p31jy4



1159Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / July 30

For years, the special interests and their
allies have blocked reform. This year, those
who seek to continue special interest influ-
ence as usual will filibuster again. But this
year, we have an opportunity to come to-
gether across party lines to act and pass re-
form that cleans up the campaign finance sys-
tem. September will be the time for Mem-
bers of the Senate to stand up and be count-
ed for reform. I will do what I can to see
to it that 1997 is finally the year that it is
achieved.

Remarks to the 1997 National Boy
Scout Jamboree in Bowling Green,
Virginia
July 30, 1997

Thank you very much. Are those Arkansas
flags I see back there? Thank you for waving
them.

Let me say to all of you, I want to begin
by thanking John Kates for that introduction.
Congratulations for passing the board of re-
view for the Eagle Scout rank. I didn’t notice
whether John had a public speaking merit
badge on his sash, but I’d say he earned one
tonight standing up in front of all of you to
introduce me. I think he did a great job. Let’s
give him a hand. [Applause]

I want to say to Jere Radcliff, Roy Roberts,
Jack Creighton, to all the officials of the Boy
Scouts here, thank you for what you do with
our young people. I’m happy to be joined
tonight by the Secretary of the Navy, John
Dalton; the Secretary of the Air Force, Sheila
Widnall; the Under Secretary of the Army,
Joe Reeder; and the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, the top ranking naval officer in the
United States and a proud Eagle Scout, Ad-
miral Jay Johnson. They’re right over here,
and we’re all glad to be with you tonight.
Again let me say to Major General Dennis
Malcor, the commander of the National
Scout Jamboree Task Force, to all the Scout
leaders, and to the men and women of the
Armed Forces who are helping with this jam-
boree, I am grateful to you for supporting
these fine young Americans.

It’s a great privilege for me to be here to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the first na-
tional Scout jamboree, a pleasure to serve

and an honor to serve as your honorary presi-
dent. As has already been said, ever since
1910, when William Boyce founded the Boy
Scouts of America, every President has
proudly served as your honorary president,
for every President has recognized what a
great contribution Scouting has made and is
making to the character of our young people
and, therefore, to the character and future
of the United States of America.

I, like many members of our administra-
tion, was exposed to Scouting at a young age.
I began as a Cub Scout in Hot Springs, Pack
1, Ramble Elementary School, Ouachita area
council. And those are the guys that are wav-
ing those flags back there. So don’t boo them
too hard. They’re just sticking up for one of
their own.

When I was preparing to come out here
to visit you, I was reminded of how the Boy
Scouts got its start in our country as the result
of a good turn. I reviewed once again the
classic story of how William D. Boyce lost
his way in a dense London fog and received
help from a British Scout who refused to ac-
cept a tip. Just think about how that one good
turn set in motion millions upon millions of
other good turns over the years.

I know that John Kates, the Scout who in-
troduced me, and the other young Eagle
Scouts whom I met before coming up here
have done their good turns—John, his for
many older people in his hometown of De-
troit, where he’s mobilized more than 3
dozen volunteers to bring hot meals to elder-
ly folks who don’t have families to help them
during the holidays. Just yesterday Scout-
master Andrew Leahy of Brentwood, Mis-
souri, did a good turn on pure instinct and
reflex, with an impressive tackling form as
well. Surely you have heard that Andrew
helped the Capitol Police apprehend a man
who almost ran down several pedestrians, in-
cluding a Member of the United States Con-
gress, in his car. I believe that he is here
tonight, and if he is, I want to thank him
personally for that good turn. I don’t know
if there’s a Scout merit badge for tackling
dangerous people who are violating the law,
but if there is one, I think he ought to get
it.

You may know that last April, I and all
former Presidents and General Colin Powell
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sponsored a Presidents’ service summit in
Philadelphia. At that summit, we said that
we wanted every young person in America—
every single one—to have the benefit of five
things: a safe childhood, a healthy childhood,
a childhood with a good education, a child-
hood with an adult mentor, and the chance
for every child, himself or herself, to serve
in every community in the country. In other
words, what we said was we challenged all
the adults in America to engage in citizen
service, another way of doing a good turn.
The Boy Scouts of America, as much or more
than any other organization in this country,
has answered our call, for the Boy Scouts
committed after the Presidents’ service sum-
mit to provide 200 million hours of commu-
nity service through the year 2000. I thank
you for that commitment.

Building community and character is what
the Boy Scouts have always been about. So
today I ask all of you to help spread the word
about doing good turns. All of you here, each
in your own way, are future leaders of this
country. When you return home from the
jamboree, please encourage your classmates
and your friends to join you in committing
to community service. If every young person
in America would give back to their commu-
nity in the way you do, just imagine what
we could do. Imagine how many fewer prob-
lems we could have. So many times I have
wished that every young person in America
had the chance to be a part of Scouting. And
tonight I see why, more clearly than ever.
So I hope you’ll go home and help others
to serve and learn the joy that you share by
the service you do.

And the next time you recite the Scout
oath, I hope you will remember that it’s not
just your fellow Scouts, your parents, and the
people you know well but your whole Nation
that is counting on you. We need you to re-
main focused on the strong values you
learned in Scouting, to remember that char-
acter counts and service counts. We need you
if we’re going to build our communities and
bring our people together across all the lines
that divide us. We need you if we’re going
to lead our country into the 21st century still
the world’s strongest force for peace and
freedom and democracy and prosperity. We
need you if we’re going to have a country

where every person, without regard to race
or station in life, who is responsible enough
to work for it, can live out his or her dreams.
We need you to keep this country coming
together and coming ever closer to the ideals
on which we were founded: that we are one
Nation under God, all created equal. We
have to work harder and harder and harder
to build that one America, strong and united
and good.

Over 150 years ago, the astute French ob-
server Alexis de Tocqueville said, ‘‘America
is great because America is good.’’ You help
to keep America good, and I know you will
throughout your lives. Thank you for what
you do. Thank you for what you are. And
thank you for what you will become.

Good luck, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. at Fort
A.P. Hill. In his remarks, he referred to Jere B.
Radcliff, chief Scout executive; Roy Roberts, jam-
boree chairman; and Jack Creighton, president,
Boy Scouts of America.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Caribbean States-United States
Extradition Treaties
July 30, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaties be-
tween the Government of the United States
of America and the governments of six coun-
tries comprising the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (collectively, the ‘‘Trea-
ties’’). The Treaties are with: Antigua and
Barbuda, signed at St. John’s on June 3, 1996;
Dominica, signed at Roseau on October 10,
1996; Grenada, signed at St. George’s on
May 30, 1996; St. Lucia, signed at Castries
on April 18, 1996; St. Kitts and Nevis, signed
at Baseterre on September 18, 1996; and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, signed at
Kingstown on August 15, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaties. As the
report explains, the Treaties will not require
implementing legislation.
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The provisions in these Treaties follow
generally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

Each Treaty will enhance cooperation be-
tween the law enforcement communities in
both countries. That will thereby make a sig-
nificant contribution to international law en-
forcement efforts. Upon entry into force of
the extradition treaties between the United
States and Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica,
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, the Extradition Treaty
between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland signed June 8, 1972, which
was made applicable to each of these terri-
tories upon its entry in force January 21,
1977, and which continues to apply between
the United States and each of the entities
subsequent to becoming independent, will
cease to have any effect between the United
States and the respective country. Upon
entry into force of the Extradition Treaty be-
tween the United States and Grenada, the
Extradition Treaty between the United
States and Great Britain signed December
22, 1931, which was made applicable to Gre-
nada upon its entry into force on June 24,
1935, and which continues to apply between
the United States and Grenada, following its
becoming independent, shall cease to apply
between the United States and Grenada.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaties
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 30, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 31.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Argentina-United States
Extradition Treaty
July 30, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-

mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the United States of America and the Argen-
tine Republic, signed at Buenos Aires on
June 10, 1997.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report states, the Treaty will not require im-
plementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

Upon entry into force, this Treaty would
enhance cooperation between the law en-
forcement authorities of both countries, and
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts. The
Treaty would supersede the Extradition
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of Argentina signed at
Washington on January 21, 1972.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 30, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 31.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Balanced Budget Legislation
July 31, 1997

The final congressional passage of the bal-
anced budget bill is the achievement of a
generation and a triumph for every Amer-
ican. This budget marks an end to decades
of deficits, and just as important, it honors
our values, investing in the education, health,
and futures of our people. This budget in-
cludes the most significant new investment
in education in three decades and the largest
increase in investment in higher education
since the GI bill a half century ago. And it
means that up to 5 million children who lack
health insurance will now receive quality
health care, even as we cut overall Govern-
ment spending. That’s the right way to bal-
ance the budget.
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I am particularly pleased that our balanced
budget passed with the overwhelming sup-
port of both parties in both Houses of Con-
gress. It reflects the common values and
common sense of the vital center of Amer-
ican politics.

This balanced budget also will strengthen
America by continuing our economic strat-
egy. Beginning in 1993, our new economic
approach of cutting deficits, investing in our
people, and expanding exports through tough
trade agreements has created the conditions
for sustained prosperity. Today we have
learned that the economy grew over the first
6 months of this year at a 3.5% rate, with
low inflation and rising incomes. Today’s pas-
sage of the balanced budget will continue
that strategy and help keep America’s econ-
omy growing.

I look forward to the swift passage of the
tax cuts in separate legislation to complete
our balanced budget plan.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Tax Cut Legislation
July 31, 1997

Congressional passage of tax cut legislation
brings us one step closer to final enactment
of landmark legislation that will balance the
budget, provide meaningful tax relief to mid-
dle class families, and strengthen the Na-
tion’s economy.

This tax cut honors our values by helping
middle class families raise their children,
send them to college, save for retirement,
and buy and sell a home. I am particularly
pleased that it includes $35 billion to give
every American who needs it a Hope scholar-
ship tax cut for the first 2 years of college,
to provide further tax relief for all 4 years
of college, and to help to pay for education
and training throughout a lifetime. The first
balanced budget in a generation is also the
best education budget in a generation.

By giving working families direct tax relief,
we are continuing our economic strategy of
balancing the budget while investing in peo-
ple. That strategy has helped create prosper-
ity, with steady growth, low inflation, strong
investment, and rising middle class incomes.

Now, this tax cut will boost the standard of
living for middle class families even more.
Working families deserve the dividend from
a growing economy and a balanced budget,
and with this tax cut, they will receive it.

Statement on Renewable Fuels Tax
Incentives

July 31, 1997

I am very disappointed that the tax incen-
tives for renewable fuels were not extended
in this budget agreement. By now, all Ameri-
cans should be aware of the important role
ethanol plays in cleaning our air and in pro-
viding economic development for rural
America.

In the last two decades, ethanol has grown
from a fledgling industry to make a real con-
tribution to our environment, our national
economy, and our efforts to wean ourselves
from foreign sources of energy. As the Nation
moves toward cleaner reformulated gasoline
in 2000, it will be crucial to have a number
of options for making this fuel. Specifically,
Americans will need a choice of oxygenated
fuels to meet their clean air needs, including
ethanol and its ether, ETBE, which has prop-
erties that make it particularly beneficial to
the environment. Having a broad range of
oxygenated fuels from which to choose will
help increase competition in that market,
lowering prices for consumers.

To continue the progress made so far, and
to provide Americans with a choice of
oxygenated fuels, it is critical that we extend
these tax incentives beyond 2000. Only by
extending these incentives until 2007 will
farmers and renewable fuels producers have
the certainty they need to invest in new etha-
nol plants and thus to further expand our do-
mestic renewable fuels industry.

I have included a 7-year extension of the
renewable fuels tax incentives in the
NEXTEA legislation I sent to Congress ear-
lier this year, and I urge Congress to enact
this proposal as part of the reauthorization
of the transportation bill.
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Statement on the Nomination of
General Michael E. Ryan To Be
Chief of Staff of the Air Force
July 31, 1997

I am pleased to nominate General Michael
E. Ryan to be Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air
Force.

General Ryan currently serves as Com-
mander, U.S. Air Forces Europe, and Com-
mander, Allied Air Forces Central Europe.
He brings to the job of Chief of Staff broad
operational and joint experience as well as
proven leadership ability and a deep concern
for the men and women of the U.S. Air
Force.

During his distinguished career, General
Ryan served a combat tour in the Vietnam
war and commanded a fighter squadron and
fighter wing. As Commander, Allied Air
Forces Southern Europe, he directed the
highly successful air strikes in Bosnia that
convinced the warring factions they could not
achieve their aims through military means,
which contributed to our efforts to convene
the negotiations that resulted in the Dayton
accords.

General Ryan assumes the post of Chief
of Staff as the U.S. Air Force proudly cele-
brates 50 years of dedicated service to our
Nation in war and peace. With General Ryan
as Chief of Staff, I am confident that the Air
Force will continue its tradition of excellence
as it enters the 21st century.

Notice—Continuation of Iraqi
Emergency
July 31, 1997

On August 2, 1990, by Executive Order
12722, President Bush declared a national
emergency to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to national security and
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of the
Government of Iraq. By Executive Orders
12722 of August 2, 1990, and 12724 of Au-
gust 9, 1990, the President imposed trade
sanctions on Iraq and blocked Iraqi govern-
ment assets. Because the Government of
Iraq has continued its activities hostile to
United States interests in the Middle East,

the national emergency declared on August
2, 1990, and the measures adopted on August
2 and August 9, 1990, to deal with that emer-
gency must continue in effect beyond August
2, 1997. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the na-
tional emergency with respect to Iraq.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., July 31, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on August 1.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Notice on Iraq
July 31, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Iraqi emergency is to continue in effect
beyond August 2, 1997, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication.

The crisis between the United States and
Iraq that led to the declaration on August
2, 1990, of a national emergency has not been
resolved. The Government of Iraq continues
to engage in activities inimical to the stability
in the Middle East and hostile to United
States interests in the region. Such Iraqi ac-
tions pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security and vital
foreign policy interests of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force the broad
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authorities necessary to apply economic pres-
sure on the Government of Iraq.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Message to the Congress on Iraq
July 31, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my last report of February
10, 1997, concerning the national emergency
with respect to Iraq that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990. This
report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

This report discusses only matters con-
cerning the national emergency with respect
to Iraq that was declared in Executive Order
12722 and matters relating to Executive Or-
ders 12724 and 12817 (the ‘‘Executive Or-
ders’’). The report covers events from Feb-
ruary 2 through August 1, 1997.

Executive Order 12722 ordered the imme-
diate blocking of all property and interests
in property of the Government of Iraq (in-
cluding the Central Bank of Iraq) then or
thereafter located in the United States or
within the possession or control of a United
States person. That order also prohibited the
importation into the United States of goods
and services of Iraqi origin, as well as the
exportation of goods, services, and tech-
nology from the United States to Iraq. The
order prohibited travel-related transactions
to or from Iraq and the performance of any
contracting support of any industrial, com-
mercial, or governmental project in Iraq.
United States persons were also prohibited
from granting or extending credit or loans
to the Government of Iraq.

The foregoing prohibitions (as well as the
blocking of Government of Iraq property)
were continued and augmented on August
9, 1990, by Executive Order 12724, which
was issued in order to align the sanctions im-
posed by the United States with United Na-

tions Security Council Resolution (UNSCR)
661 of August 6, 1990.

1. In April 1995, the U.N. Security Council
adopted UNSCR 986 authorizing Iraq to ex-
port up to $1 billion in petroleum and petro-
leum products every 90 days for a total of
180 days under U.N. supervision in order to
finance the purchase of food, medicine, and
other humanitarian supplies. UNSCR 986 in-
cludes arrangements to ensure equitable dis-
tribution of humanitarian goods purchased
with UNSCR 986 oil revenues to all the peo-
ple of Iraq. The resolution also provides for
the payment of compensation to victims of
Iraqi aggression and for the funding of other
U.N. activities with respect to Iraq. On May
20, 1996, a memorandum of understanding
was concluded between the Secretariat of the
United Nations and the Government of Iraq
agreeing on terms for implementing UNSCR
986. On August 8, 1996, the UNSC commit-
tee established pursuant to UNSCR 661
(‘‘the 661 Committee’’) adopted procedures
to be employed by the 661 Committee in
implementation of UNSCR 986. On Decem-
ber 9, 1996, the Secretary General released
the report requested by paragraph 13 of
UNSCR 986, making UNSCR 986 effective
as of 12:01 a.m. December 10.

On June 4, 1997, the U.N. Security Coun-
cil adopted UNSCR 1111, renewing for an-
other 180 days the authorization for Iraqi pe-
troleum sales contained in UNSCR 986 of
April 14, 1995. The Resolution became effec-
tive on June 8, 1997. During the reporting
period, imports into the United States under
this program totaled approximately 9.5 mil-
lion barrels.

2. There have been no amendments to the
Iraqi Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part
575 (the ‘‘ISR’’ or the ‘‘Regulations’’) admin-
istered by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol (OFAC) of the Department of the Treas-
ury during the reporting period.

As previously reported, the Regulations
were amended on December 10, 1996, to
provide a statement of licensing policy re-
garding specific licensing of United States
persons seeking to purchase Iraqi-origin pe-
troleum and petroleum products from Iraq
(61 Fed. Reg. 65312, December 11, 1996).
Statements of licensing policy were also pro-
vided regarding sales of essential parts and
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equipment for the Kirkuk-Yumurtalik pipe-
line systems, and sales of humanitarian goods
to Iraq, pursuant to United Nations approval.
A general license was also added to authorize
dealings in Iraqi-origin petroleum and petro-
leum products that have been exported from
Iraq with the United Nations and United
States Government approval.

All executory contracts must contain terms
requiring that all proceeds of the oil pur-
chases from the Government of Iraq, includ-
ing the State Oil Marketing Organization,
must be placed in the U.N. escrow account
at Banque National de Paris, New York (the
‘‘986 escrow account’’), and all Iraqi pay-
ments for authorized sales of pipeline parts
and equipment, humanitarian goods, and in-
cidental transaction costs borne by Iraq will,
upon arrival by the 661 Committee, be paid
or payable out of the 986 escrow account.

3. Investigations of possible violations of
the Iraqi sanctions continue to be pursued
and appropriate enforcement actions taken.
Several cases from prior reporting periods
are continuing and recent additional allega-
tions have been referred by the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) to the U.S.
Customs Service for investigation.

On July 10, 1995, an indictment was
brought against three U.S. citizens in the
Eastern District of New York for conspiracy
in a case involving the attempted exportation
and transshipment to Iraq of zirconium
ingots in violation of the IEEPA and the ISR.
The intended use of the merchandise was
the manufacture of cladding for radioactive
materials to be used in nuclear reactors. The
case was the culmination of a successful un-
dercover operation conducted by agents of
the U.S. Customs Service in New York in
cooperation with OFAC and the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the Eastern District of New
York. On February 6, 1997, one of the de-
fendants plead guilty to a 10-count criminal
indictment including conspiracy to violate
the Iraqi Sanctions and the IEEPA. The trial
of the remaining defendants is ongoing.

Investigation also continues into the roles
played by various individuals and firms out-
side Iraq in the Iraqi government procure-
ment network. These investigations may lead
to additions to OFAC’s listing of individuals
and organizations determined to be Specially

Designated Nationals (SDNs) of the Govern-
ment of Iraq.

Since my last report, OFAC collected four
civil monetary penalties totaling more than
$470,000 for violations of IEEPA and the
ISR. The violations involved brokerage firms’
failure to block assets of an Iraqi SDN and
effecting certain securities trades with re-
spect thereto. Additional administrative pro-
ceedings have been initiated and others await
commencement.

4. The Office of Foreign Assets Control
has issued a total of 700 specific licenses re-
garding transactions pertaining to Iraq or
Iraqi assets since August 1990. Licenses have
been issued for transactions such as the filing
of legal action against Iraqi governmental en-
tities, legal representation of Iraq, and the
exportation to Iraq of donated medicine,
medical supplies, and food intended for hu-
manitarian relief purposes, executory con-
tracts pursuant to UNSCR 986, sales of hu-
manitarian supplies to Iraq under UNSCR
986, the execution of powers of attorney re-
lating to the administration of personal assets
and decedents’ estates in Iraq and the pro-
tection of preexistent intellectual property
rights in Iraq. Since my last report, 47 spe-
cific licenses have been issued.

5. The expense incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
February 2 through August 1, 1997, that are
directly attributable to the exercise of powers
and authorities conferred by the declaration
of a national emergency with respect to Iraq
are reported to be about $1.2 million, most
of which represents wage and salary costs for
Federal personnel. Personnel costs were
largely centered in the Department of the
Treasury (particularly in the Office of For-
eign Assets Control, the U.S. Customs Serv-
ice, the Office of the Under Secretary for
Enforcement, and the Office of the General
Counsel), the Department of State (particu-
larly the Bureau of Economic and Business
Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs,
the Bureau of International Organization Af-
fairs, the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs,
the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, the
U.S. Mission to the United Nations, and the
Office of the Legal Advisor), and the Depart-
ment of Transportation (particularly the U.S.
Coast Guard).
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6. The United States imposed economic
sanctions on Iraq in response to Iraq’s illegal
invasion and occupation of Kuwait, a clear
act of brutal aggression. The United States,
together with the international community,
is maintaining economic sanctions against
Iraq because the Iraqi regime has failed to
comply fully with relevant United Nations
Security Council resolutions. Security Coun-
cil Resolutions on Iraq call for the elimi-
nation of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction,
Iraqi recognition of Kuwait and the invio-
lability of the Iraq-Kuwait boundary, the re-
lease of Kuwaiti and other third-country na-
tionals, compensation for victims of Iraqi ag-
gression, long-term monitoring of weapons
of mass destruction capabilities, the return
of Kuwaiti assets stolen during Iraq’s illegal
occupation of Kuwait, renunciation of terror-
ism, an end to internal Iraqi repression of
its own civilian population, and the facilita-
tion of access of international relief organiza-
tions to all those in need in all parts of Iraq.
Seven years after the invasion, a pattern of
defiance persists: a refusal to account for
missing Kuwaiti detainees; failure to return
Kuwaiti property worth millions of dollars,
including military equipment that was used
by Iraq in its movement of troops to the Ku-
waiti border in October 1994; sponsorship of
assassinations in Lebanon and in northern
Iraq; incomplete declarations to weapons in-
structors and refusal of unimpeded access by
these inspectors; and ongoing widespread
human rights violations. As a result, the U.N.
sanctions remain in place; the United States
will continue to enforce those sanctions
under domestic authority.

The Baghdad government continues to
violate basic human rights of its own citizens
through the systematic repression of minori-
ties and denial of humanitarian assistance.
The Government of Iraq has repeatedly said
it will not be bound by UNSCR 668. The
Iraqi military routinely harasses residents of
the north, and has attempted to ‘‘Arabize’’
the Kurdish, Turcomen, and Assyrian areas
in the north. Iraq has not relented in its artil-
lery attacks against civilian population cen-
ters in the south, or in its burning and drain-
ing operations in the southern marshes,
which have forced thousands to flee to neigh-
boring states.

The policies and actions of the Saddam
Hussein regime continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States,
as well as to regional peace and security. The
U.N. resolutions affirm that the Security
Council must be assured of Iraq’s peaceful
intentions in judging its compliance with
sanctions. Because of Iraq’s failure to comply
fully with these resolutions, the United States
will continue to apply economic sanctions to
deter it from threatening peace and stability
in the region.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Proclamation 7016—To Implement
an Accelerated Schedule of Duty
Elimination Under the North
American Free Trade Agreement
July 31, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On December 17, 1992, the Govern-

ments of Canada, Mexico, and the United
States of America entered into the North
American Free Trade Agreement (‘‘the
NAFTA’’). The NAFTA was approved by the
Congress in section 101(a) of the North
American Free Trade Agreement Implemen-
tation Act (‘‘the NAFTA Implementation
Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3311(a)) and was imple-
mented with respect to the United States by
Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993.

2. Section 201(b) of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(b)) authorizes
the President, subject to the consultation and
layover requirements of section 103(a) of the
NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C.
3313(a)), to proclaim accelerated schedules
for duty elimination that the United States
may agree to with Mexico or Canada. Con-
sistent with Article 302(3) of the NAFTA, I,
through my duly empowered representative,
on March 20, 1997, entered into an agree-
ment with the Government of Canada and
the Government of Mexico providing for an
accelerated schedule of duty elimination for
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specific goods. Consultation and layover re-
quirements of section 103(a) of the NAFTA
Implementation Act with respect to such
schedule of duty elimination have been satis-
fied.

3. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the
NAFTA Implementation Act, I have deter-
mined that the modifications hereinafter pro-
claimed of duties on goods originating in the
territory of a NAFTA party are necessary or
appropriate to (i) maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Canada and Mexico
provided for by the NAFTA and (ii) to carry
out the agreement with Canada and Mexico
providing an accelerated schedule of duty
elimination for specific goods.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483) (‘‘the Trade
Act’’), authorizes the President to embody in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the Unit-
ed States (‘‘the HTS’’) the substance of the
relevant provisions of acts affecting import
treatment, and actions thereunder, including
the removal, modification, continuance, or
imposition of any rate of duty or other import
restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
201(b) of the NAFTA Implementation Act
and section 604 of the Trade Act, do pro-
claim that:

(1) In order to provide for an accelerated
schedule of duty elimination for specific
goods, the tariff treatment set forth in the
HTS for certain NAFTA originating goods
is modified as provided in the Annex to this
proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.

(3) The amendments made to the HTS by
the Annex to this proclamation shall be effec-
tive with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after July 1, 1997.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of July, in the

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 1, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation and attached annex
were published in the Federal Register on August
4.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Barbados-United States
Extradition Treaty

July 31, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Barbados,
signed at Bridgetown on February 28, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report explains, the Treaty will not require
implementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforce-
ment communities of both countries, and
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts. It will
supersede the Extradition Treaty between
the United States and Great Britain that was
signed at London on December 22, 1931,
which was made applicable to Barbados upon
its entry into force on June 24, 1935, and
which the United States and Barbados have
continued to apply following Barbados be-
coming independent. However, that treaty
has become outmoded and the new Treaty
will provide significant improvements.
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I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Trinidad and Tobago-United
States Extradition Treaty
July 31, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago, signed at Port of Spain on
March 4, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report explains, the Treaty will not require
implementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforce-
ment communities of both countries and
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts. Upon
entry into force, it will supersede the Extra-
dition Treaty between the United States and
Great Britain signed at London on Decem-
ber 22, 1931, and made applicable to Trini-
dad and Tobago upon its entry into force on
June 24, 1935, and which the United States
and Trinidad and Tobago have continued to
apply following Trinidad and Tobago’s inde-
pendence. That treaty has become out-
moded, and the new Treaty will provide sig-
nificant improvements.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Memorandum on Refugee
Admissions Consultations
July 31, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 1998 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are
authorized to consult with the appropriate
committees of the Congress concerning refu-
gee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 78,000 refugee ad-
missions during FY 1998, which would be
allocated by specific region as follows: 7,000
for Africa; 14,000 for East Asia (including
Amerasians); 4,000 for Latin America and the
Caribbean; 4,000 for the Near East; 46,000
for the former Soviet Union and Eastern Eu-
rope; and 3,000 for the Unallocated Reserve.
The recommended level of funded admis-
sions is equal to the level assumed in the
FY 1998 budget request.

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admission numbers to be
made available for the adjustment to perma-
nent resident status of persons who have
been granted asylum in the United States.

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a) 42(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, of persons in Cuba, Vietnam, and
the former Soviet Union who, if they other-
wise qualify for admission as refugees, may
be considered refugees under the INA even
though they are still within their country of
nationality or habitual residence.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Balanced Budget
Legislation and an Exchange With
Reporters
August 1, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today
Congress will send to me for my signature
the first balanced budget in a generation.
This budget will help millions of families to
raise their children, educate them, and pro-
vide health care for them. It is an investment
in the hopes and dreams of the American
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middle class, and I look forward to signing
it.

This morning we have further evidence
that the strategy of balancing the budget
while investing in our people and selling
more American products around the world
has helped to produce sustained prosperity
for Americans. The new figures indicate 4.8
percent unemployment in July and 316,000
new jobs. Our economy is growing with the
lowest unemployment in 24 years.

This economic rebirth is due to many
things: first and foremost, the hard work and
productivity of American businesses and
American workers, the spirit of American en-
trepreneurs, the diligence of the Federal Re-
serve. But there is no doubt that the eco-
nomic strategy we put in place in 1993 cre-
ated the conditions for the extraordinary pri-
vate sector growth we have all witnessed.

The day I took office, the deficit was $290
billion; today, even before the budget agree-
ment, it had been reduced by 80 percent.
Four straight years of deficit cuts have begun
to put our fiscal house in order. The low in-
terest rates that have resulted have produced
the economic expansion as well as real bene-
fits for ordinary Americans: lower car pay-
ments, lower mortgage rates, lower credit
card rates. It also made possible—that 1993
agreement did—this budget agreement that
has spending cuts and tax cuts and very large
increases in investments in education and
health care.

This year we had a choice: whether to suc-
cumb to gridlock and undercut confidence
in our economy or continue our successful
strategy into the 21st century. I am pleased
that very large bipartisan majorities in both
chambers, including over 75 percent of the
Democrats on all the votes, have voted to
continue our economic approach and keep
our prosperity going. There are many reasons
why I believe it will strengthen America, but
let me just mention one of them as I close.

For years, as our economy has gathered
momentum, we’ve looked for ways to make
sure all Americans reap the rewards of that
prosperity. The tax cuts in this balanced
budget will directly and immediately improve
the standard of living of millions of middle
class families. For a typical middle class fam-
ily with two children, the child tax credit

alone amounts to a thousand-dollar raise in
take-home pay. The college tax cuts will help
families even more. And by encouraging
more Americans to get the education they
need, these education tax cuts will boost the
long-term earning potential of all Americans
who use them and, therefore, the long-term
strength and wealth of the American econ-
omy.

Let me make one other point. This bal-
anced budget will close a chapter in Amer-
ican history, years—decades, in fact—when
our people doubted whether Government
could work for them and questioned whether
our Nation could set and meet goals. Over
the past 4 years, through tough, persistent,
patient effort, we have made unparalleled
progress, rolling back the crime rate, reduc-
ing welfare rolls by historic numbers, and
now finishing the job of balancing the budg-
et. All Americans can be proud of what has
been accomplished.

But let me say, too, that we know there
are still challenges we have to meet to fully
prepare our people for the 21st century. We
must move ahead now to set national edu-
cation standards and test our children on
whether they’re meeting them; to make fur-
ther progress in the work of racial reconcili-
ation; to open more foreign markets to Amer-
ican products; to move on our environmental
problems; and finally, to address the very real
challenges of long-term entitlement reform.
I look forward to dealing with all these issues.

If we follow the path that has proven so
successful in this balanced budget process,
working to find common ground on common
challenges, then I have no doubt that we will
move forward together into the 21st century.

Thank you very much.

Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem and Arrests
in New York City

Q. Is there a connection between Hamas
and the New York arrests? Is there a connec-
tion there?

Q. Mr. President, there seems to be some
confusion about whether or not you think this
is a good time to send Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright on her first trip to the
Middle East. Could you tell us where that
possibility stands and the level of cooperation
between the Israelis and the Palestinian Au-
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thority? And if you could, what, if any, con-
nection to the Middle East—to the Jerusa-
lem bombing—occurred in New York yester-
day with this foiled bombing plot?

The President. Let me—Mr. Plante, [Bill
Plante, CBS News] asked that question, and
you asked that. Let me try to answer both
of them. I have to go meet with President
Aliyev of Azerbaijan, but I will try to answer
them both quickly.

First of all, when the period of mourning
is over, I will send Dennis Ross to the Middle
East, to meet with the leaders there, with
our latest ideas. I think it was appropriate
to delay that in view of the terrible loss of
life from the bombing. And then we will see
where we are. I have said all along that I
would send the Secretary of State to the Mid-
dle East at the appropriate time. But I want
Mr. Ross to go there to do the work I am
sending him to do to get the reaction of the
leaders, and then we’ll make a decision.

Secondly, with regard to the arrests in
New York yesterday, first of all I’d like to
commend the law enforcement officials, both
the New York City officials and the Federal
officials who were participating in it; and sec-
ondly say that I cannot comment and cannot
reach a final conclusion yet because I haven’t
received a report of the direct investigation
done, including the interrogation of the peo-
ple who were arrested.

But I will say that we have worked very
hard in this country to increase our capacity
to deal with terrorism. It is something we
take very seriously, and we will continue to
do that. We will work very hard. But I think
it’s important not to reach conclusions before
we have ironclad evidence to support them.
The main thing we need to do is to thank
the law enforcement officials for what they
did and to continue to heighten our vigilance
and our capacity to deal with such matters.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Heydar Aliyev of Azer-
baijan.

Joint Statement on Azerbaijan-
United States Relations
August 1, 1997

During their August 1, 1997 meeting in
Washington, Presidents Clinton and Aliyev
agreed on the importance of expanding the
partnership between the United States and
the Republic of Azerbaijan through strength-
ening bilateral cooperation in the political,
security, economic and commercial spheres.
President Clinton reaffirmed U.S. support
for the independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and democratic development of
Azerbaijan, noting that close U.S.-Azerbaijan
relations are important in promoting regional
peace, stability and prosperity.

The two Presidents expressed strong sup-
port for an early and peaceful resolution to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. President
Clinton made clear that the United States
is committed, together with Russia and
France, to work jointly through the OSCE
Minsk Group for a just and lasting peace to
this conflict. President Aliyev endorsed the
recent proposal of the Co-Chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group as the basis for intensi-
fied negotiations to achieve a peace agree-
ment this year. The two Presidents agreed
that the settlement should be based on the
three OSCE Lisbon principles.

Both Presidents noted the positive con-
tribution made by U.S. humanitarian assist-
ance to Azerbaijan, particularly to refugees,
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and
other needy groups. They agreed that Sec-
tion 907 of the Freedom Support Act limits
potential cooperation between the United
States and Azerbaijan. President Clinton reit-
erated the Administration’s strong support
for repeal of Section 907.

Azerbaijan is at a critical juncture in its
development as a democratic and market-ori-
ented state. President Clinton praised Presi-
dent Aliyev’s success in strengthening Azer-
baijan as a state, implementing economic re-
form and spurring growth in recent years.
Azerbaijan’s deepening commitment to an
economic reform program, including recent
decisions to move forward with broader and
faster privatization in cooperation with the
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World Bank and IMF, is central to its suc-
cessful transition to a market-based econ-
omy. The two Presidents agreed that democ-
racy, economic reform and the observance
of human rights play an essential role in en-
suring Azerbaijan’s continued stability. Presi-
dent Clinton also welcomed President
Aliyev’s commitment to strengthen market
freedom, rule of law and political pluralism
in Azerbaijan, including the holding of free
and fair elections.

Both Presidents support expanded eco-
nomic and commercial relations, including
greater bilateral trade and investment. The
two Presidents noted the importance of rapid
development of Caspian energy resources
and highlighted the extensive participation of
U.S. companies in the development and
transport of Azerbaijan’s oil and gas re-
sources. This has already contributed to a
thriving bilateral commercial relationship.
The Presidents welcomed the establishment
of an official dialogue on energy policy and
commercial issues. They also agreed on the
vital importance of the Eurasian transport
corridor to the economic future of Azerbaijan
and the entire region. The two Presidents
welcomed the signing of the U.S.-Azerbaijani
Bilateral Investment Treaty and the U.S. Ex-
port-Import Bank Project Incentive Agree-
ment. The United States encourages Azer-
baijan’s integration into the global economy,
including early completion of its application
for membership in the World Trade Organi-
zation on commercial terms generally ap-
plied to newly acceding members.

The United States recognizes the chal-
lenges facing Azerbaijan in assuring its na-
tional security and strongly supports Azer-
baijan’s active integration into newly emerg-
ing European security structures, including
NATO’s Partnership for Peace and the Euro-
Atlantic Partnership Council. The Presidents
expressed satisfaction with the entry into
force on May 15, 1997 of the CFE Flank
Document and agreed on the importance of
the U.S.-Azerbaijani Joint Statement re-
leased in that connection. They also wel-
comed the adoption of the CFE Basic Ele-
ments decision in Vienna July 23, 1997 and
agreed that the adaptation of the CFE Treaty
should enhance the security of each state
party.

The two Presidents also discussed security
threats posed by international terrorism, nar-
cotics trafficking, international criminal activ-
ity, and proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction. They agreed to explore the expan-
sion of security cooperation, including
through the bilateral security dialogue inau-
gurated in March 1997.

Both Presidents underlined their support
for increased parliamentary, cultural, sci-
entific and educational exchanges, as well as
contacts between individual citizens to en-
hance relations between the United States
and Azerbaijan.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 26
In the morning, the President traveled to

Lake Tahoe, NV. In the afternoon, he partici-
pated in water clarity testing aboard a Uni-
versity of California, Davis, research vessel
on Lake Tahoe.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Los Angeles, CA.

July 28
In the morning, the President traveled to

Las Vegas, NV, and in the evening, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter L. Scher for the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure as the Special
Trade Negotiator for Agriculture in the Of-
fice of the U.S. Trade Representative.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Marshall S. Smith as Deputy Sec-
retary at the Department of Education.

July 29
The White House announced that the

President and Secretary of State Madeleine
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Albright will send Special Middle East Coor-
dinator Dennis B. Ross to the Middle East
on July 30 to meet with Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel and Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

July 30
In the afternoon, the President met with

Deputy President Thabo Mbeki of South Af-
rica and Vice President Al Gore in the Oval
Office.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Fort A.P. Hill in Bowling Green, VA. Later,
he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ela Yazzie-King to serve a second
term as a member of the National Council
on Disability.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mary Anne Sullivan as General
Counsel at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Aaron D. Miller to the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council.

July 31
The President announced his intention to

nominate Paul M. Igasaki to serve a second
term as Vice Chair and Commissioner of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tadd Johnson as Chairman of the
National Indian Gaming Commission at the
Department of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ernest J. Moniz as Under Sec-
retary at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles O. Rossotti to be Commis-
sioner of the Internal Revenue Service.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Dennis DeConcini, Neil Hartigan,
Joe Serna, Jr., and Harriett F. Woods to the
Federal Home Mortgage Corporation
(Freddie Mac) Board of Directors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dan Reicher as Assistant Secretary
for Energy Efficiency and Renewable En-
ergy at the Department of Energy.

August 1
In the morning, the President met with

President Heydar Aliyev of Azerbaijan in the

Oval Office. Later, the two leaders had a
working luncheon in the Old Family Dining
Room.

The President declared a major disaster in
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, heavy rain, flash
floods, flooding, mudslides, landslides, and
severe ground saturation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Cheryl Feldman Halpern as a
member of the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors.

The President announced his intention to
to nominate John Arthur Hammerschmidt as
a member of the National Transportation
Safety Board.

The President announced the nomination
of Dennis Dollar to serve as a member of
the Board of Directors of the National Credit
Union Administration.

The President announced the nomination
of Nancy Dorn to serve as a member of the
Inter-American Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dale Cabaniss to serve as a mem-
ber of the Federal Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard F. Keevey to serve as the
Chief Financial Officer for the Department
of Housing and Urban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paula J. Dobriansky as a member
of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public
Diplomacy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jacques Gansler as Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Tech-
nology.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert W. Gee as Assistant Sec-
retary for Policy and International Affairs at
the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John E. Mansfield as a member
of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate George Moose as the Representa-
tive of the United States to the European
Office of the United Nations, with rank of
Ambassador.
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The White House announced that the
President has asked Representative Donald
Payne to lead a Presidential delegation, in-
cluding Representatives John Conyers and
Cynthia McKinney, to the Presidential Inau-
guration in Liberia on August 2.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted July 28

John C. Angell,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Congressional and Intergovern-
mental Affairs), vice Derrick L. Forrister, re-
signed.

Marshall S. Smith,
of California, to be Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation, vice Madeleine Kunin.

Withdrawn July 28

Niranjan S. Shah,
of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Build-
ing Sciences for a term expiring September
7, 1998, vice John H. Miller, term expired,
which was sent to the Senate on January 9,
1997.

Submitted July 30

Susan Graber,
of Oregon, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, vice Edward Leavy, retired.

Peter L. Scher,
of the District of Columbia, for the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of service as
Special Trade Negotiator.

Mary Anne Sullivan,
of the District of Columbia, to be General
Counsel of the Department of Energy, vice
Robert Riggs Nordhaus, resigned.

Ela Yazzie-King,
of Arizona, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 1999 (reappointment).

Submitted July 31

A. Richard Caputo,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, vice
Richard P. Conaboy, retired.

G. Patrick Murphy,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Illinois, vice William D.
Stiehl, retired.

Carlos R. Moreno,
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Central District of California, vice Robert
M. Takasugi, retired.

Michael P. McCuskey,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Central District of Illinois, vice Harold A.
Baker, retired.

Victoria A. Roberts,
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Michigan, vice
George LaPlata, retired.

Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Thomas N. O’Neill, Jr., retired.

Bruce C. Kauffman.
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
James McGirr Kelly, retired.

John H. Bingler, Jr.,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania, vice
Maurice B. Cohill, Jr., retired.

James S. Gwin,
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Ohio, vice Sam H. Bell,
retired.

Jeffrey D. Colman,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, vice Brian B.
Duff, retired.
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Rebecca R. Pallmeyer,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, vice William T.
Hart, retired.

Dan A. Polster,
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Ohio, vice David D.
Dowd, Jr., retired.

Algenon L. Marbley,
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Ohio, vice John D.
Holschuh, retired.

Jo Ann Jay Howard,
of Texas, to be Federal Insurance Adminis-
trator, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, vice Elaine A. McReynolds.

Paul M. Igasaki,
of California, to be a member of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission for a
term expiring July 1, 2002 (reappointment).

Tadd Johnson,
of Minnesota, to be Chairman of the National
Indian Gaming Commission for the term of
3 years, vice Harold A. Monteau, resigned.

Ernest J. Moniz,
of Massachusetts, to be Under Secretary of
Energy, vice Thomas Paul Grumbly, re-
signed.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Council on
Environmental Quality Chair Kathleen
McGinty and Deputy Press Secretary Joe
Lockhart on Lake Tahoe environmental is-
sues

Released July 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Joe Lockhart on balanced
budget negotiations

Released July 29

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the decision to send Special Middle East
Coordinator Dennis B. Ross to the Middle
East

Transcript of a press briefing by President’s
budget team

Released July 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s meeting with Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Court
of Appeals Judge for the Ninth Circuit

Released July 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Council of
Economic Advisers Chair Janet Yellen on the
state of the economy

Announcement of nominations for 13 U.S.
District Judges

Released August 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the appointment of Stephen J. Flanagan
as Special Assistant to the President and Sen-
ior Director for Central and Eastern Euro-
pean Affairs at the National Security Council

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s meeting with President
Heydar Aliyev of Azerbaijan

Fact sheet on the Presidential signing cere-
mony with President Heydar Aliyev of Azer-
baijan

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on U.S. policy on arms transfers to Latin
America
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Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the U.S. delegation to the Presidential In-
auguration in Liberia

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved July 29

S. 768 / Private Law 105–1
For the relief of Michel Christopher Meili,
Giuseppina Meili, Mirjam Naomi Meili, and
Davide Meili

Approved August 1

H.J. Res. 90 / Public Law 105–32
Waiving certain enrollment requirements
with respect to two specified bills of the One
Hundred Fifth Congress
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