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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / July 10

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 9, 1997.

NoTe: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 10.

Statement on the New Television
Rating System

July 10, 1997

Two years ago, Vice President Gore and
I challenged Congress and the television in-
dustry to give parents new tools to control
the television children watch. We were
pleased with their response. Last year, Con-
gress passed legislation giving American fam-
ilies the V-chip and the industry developed
a voluntary system of ratings for television
programs. Today these tools are being made
stronger. The television industry, working
with parents, has strengthened its original
rating system by agreeing to assign new rat-
ings that will better help families choose ap-
propriate television programming for their
children.

When Vice President Gore asked parents
to tell us how the original rating system was
working—where it was succeeding, and
where it could be improved—parents told us
that age-based ratings are helpful, but that
they needed to know more about the specific
programming content. The new system gives
parents more information about the images
and language contained in programs and
more power to screen out violence and objec-
tionable content.

I applaud the industry and parent groups
who have worked so hard to reach common
ground. As with any new system, we should
now give this solution—together with the V-
chip—a chance to work.
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Statement on the R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco Company Decision To Stop
Using the Joe Camel Character in
Tobacco Advertisements

July 10, 1997

I welcome R.J. Reynolds’ decision today
to stop using Joe Camel in its advertisements.
This step is long overdue. As | said last year
when we announced the FDA rule to protect
youth from tobacco, we must put tobacco ads
like Joe Camel out of our children’s reach
forever. | am glad RJR has finally taken this
step today, and | hope other companies will
follow suit. In the months ahead, | will keep
fighting until the days of marketing tobacco
to our children are over.

Remarks to the Citizens of Warsaw,
Poland
July 10, 1997

Thank you. Mr. President, Mr. Mayor,
Major Kuklelka, Lieutenant Blazeusz, to the
people of Warsaw and the people of Poland.
I am proud to speak to you and to welcome
you, along with the people of Hungary and
the Czech Republic, as the next members
of NATO and the next allies of the United
States of America.

If my interpreter will forgive me, | want
to depart from the text to say that our Amer-
ican delegation are all proud to be here. But
there are two here for whom this day has
special meaning, and I would like to ask them
to stand. The first is our Secretary of State,
who was born in the Czech Republic and
driven out by the troubles that so grieved
the Poles in the last 50 years, Madeleine
Albright. The second is one of the most dis-
tinguished Members of the United States
Congress—both of her grandfathers were
Polish immigrants—Senator Barbara Mikul-
ski, from Maryland.

We gather to celebrate this moment of
promises kept and of promise redeemed.
Here, in the twilight of the 20th century, we
set our sights on a new century, a century
in which finally we fulfill Poland’s destiny as
a free nation at the heart of a free Europe,
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