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plementation shall be completed by the end
of the year. Prior to that we will meet again
with our respective responsible Cabinet Offi-
cers to resolve any outstanding issues, and
review the progress in our cooperation.

In pursuance of this Alliance Against
Drugs, we hereby pledge the fullest support
of ourselves and of our governments to con-
struct drug free societies for the twenty-first
century.

William J. Clinton Ernest Zedillo Ponce de
León

President President
The United States of America Federal Republic of

Mexico

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this declaration.

Statement on the Election of Sandra
Feldman as President of the
American Federation of Teachers
May 6, 1997

In electing Sandra Feldman president, the
American Federation of Teachers has chosen
someone who has already proven herself as
a dynamic leader and superb educator. I’ve
visited schools with her in New York and
have seen first-hand the respect that teachers
and students have for her. I share that re-
spect.

Like her predecessor, Al Shanker, Sandra
Feldman is an outstanding advocate for our
Nation’s students. I look forward to working
with her on a variety of issues that will im-
prove the quality of education our children
receive, including making high standards a
reality in every American public school.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report on the
Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979
May 6, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 204 of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.

1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency de-
clared by Executive Order 12924 of August
19, 1994, to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States caused by the lapse of
the Export Administration Act of 1979.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 6, 1997.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador of Mexico’s
Democratic Revolutionary Party in
Mexico City
May 6, 1997

Q. Mr. President, why did you decide to
be the first American President to meet with
opposition leaders?

The President. Because we support the
political reform process in Mexico, and I do
this in other countries, in Russia, Israel, other
countries I visit. So I thought it was impor-
tant.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:10 p.m. at El
Presidente Intercontinental Hotel. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks at a State Dinner in Mexico
City
May 6, 1997

Mr. President, Mrs. Zedillo, members of
the Mexican Cabinet and other distinguished
public servants, citizens of Mexico, on behalf
of Hillary, on all the members of our delega-
tion, from the administration and the Con-
gress, I, first, thank you for the graciousness
and warmth with which you have welcomed
us.

We live side by side as neighbors. We work
together day-in and day-out as partners, but
the warmth of your reception has reminded
us today that we are also close friends.

Just before the dinner began, President
and Mrs. Zedillo took Hillary and me to see
the magnificent murals of Diego Rivera that
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