430

Mar. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Executive Order 12991—Adding the
Small Business Administration to the
President’s Export Council
March 6, 1996
By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, including the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App. 2), and in order to add the Small
Business Administration to the President’s
Export Council, it is hereby ordered that section 1–102(a) of Executive Order No. 12131,
as amended, is further amended by adding
a new subsection (8) to read ‘‘(8) Small Business Administration.’’
William J. Clinton
The White House,
March 6, 1996.
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., March 7, 1996]
NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
March 5, 1996
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use
of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Security Council.
Since my last letter to you on January 4,
1996, on Iraq, the Government of Iraq has
come no closer to meeting its obligations
under applicable Security Council resolutions. The U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM), responsible for dismantling
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction programs,
continues to find evidence that Iraq is hiding
information on its past weapons programs.
UNSCOM also found evidence as recently
as a few months ago that Iraq continues to
pursue acquisition of prohibited weapons
technology. Iraq has made no progress either
in accounting for nationals of Kuwait and

third countries missing since the occupation
or in returning stolen Kuwaiti property. Saddam Hussein continues to provide safe haven
for known terrorists. Given all this, the Security Council maintained sanctions without
change at the January 5, 1996, review.
Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply
with the norms of international behavior extends to his regime’s continuing threat to
Iraqi citizens throughout the country. We
and our coalition partners continue to enforce the no-fly zones over northern and
southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter
Iraq’s use of aircraft against its population.
The human rights situation throughout Iraq
remains unchanged. Saddam Hussein shows
no signs of complying with U.N. Security
Council Resolution 688, which demands that
Iraq cease the repression of its own people.
Iraq’s repression of its southern Shi’a population continues, with policies aimed at destroying the Marsh Arabs’ way of life and important environmental resources.
We continue to provide humanitarian assistance, along with international and humanitarian relief organizations, to the people of
northern Iraq. Deteriorating security conditions forced us to issue notice in late January
for all Americans in the area to exercise maximum caution in their activities. We have facilitated talks between the two major Kurdish
groups in an effort to help them resolve their
differences and increase stability in northern
Iraq. However, Iran continues to look for opportunities to expand its influence in the
area, as demonstrated by the visit of an Iranian Foreign Ministry official to the area in
early January.
Pursuant to Security Council Resolution
986, Iraq is authorized to sell a prescribed
amount of oil for the purchase of humanitarian supplies. In early February, the Government of Iraq sent a delegation to the
United Nations to discuss the details of implementation of this Resolution. Nonetheless, it remains unclear whether Saddam
Hussein is serious about using this mechanism to relieve the humanitarian suffering in
Iraq. It is not clear whether Iraq will accept
Resolution 986 as written, but the United
States and other members of the Security
Council have emphasized that the Security

