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Before I left Washington to be with you,
I signed an Executive order that creates a
new campaign medal. It’s called the Armed
Forces Service Medal. It will be awarded to
all those who serve our Nation in significant
noncombat military missions, such as peace-
keeping. I am pleased to announce that as
participants in Operation Joint Endeavor,
each of you will receive America’s newest
military honor.

As you move around the world—excuse
me, as you move ahead with your mission,
I ask you, too, to keep this in mind: Around
the world people look to America not just
because of our size and strength but because
of what we stand for and what we’re willing
to stand against. And though it imposes extra
burdens on us, people trust us to help them
share in the blessings of peace. We can’t be
everywhere, and even you can’t do every-
thing. But where we can make a difference,
where our values and our interests are at
stake, we must act. Here, where our values
and interests so clearly are at stake, you are
acting on America’s behalf.

All the people of Bosnia are looking to
America, and so we look to you, the men
and women of our Armed Forces. Here our
Nation, through you, can make a difference
between a war that starts again and a peace
that takes hold. From the highest com-
mander to the newest recruit, that difference
lies in your hands.

You give America power and strength. And
you are giving Bosnia a new day of peace.
Always be proud of what you are doing here.
Your country and your Commander in Chief
are immensely proud of you.

God bless you all, and God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

As part of our family outreach, I’d like to
ask Colonel Neal Patton to come up here.
Colonel Patton, where are you?

I flew into Aviano, Italy, this morning at
6 o’clock, and there were a huge number of
young children there and a lot of family
members. Colonel Patton’s wife gave me a
hug and said, ‘‘You sent my husband to Tuzla.
So I expect you, Mr. President, to personally
deliver his birthday present.’’ Here it is,
Colonel. Happy birthday.

Col. Neal Patton. Sir, thank you very
much. That’s really something. Thank you.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. William L.
Nash, USA, Commanding General, 1st Armored
Division; Adm. Leighton Smith, USN, Com-
mander in Chief, Allied Forces Southern Europe;
and Sgt. Maj. Jack Tilley, USA, 1st Armored Divi-
sion.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Alija
Izetbegovic of Bosnia-Herzegovina
at Tuzla Airfield
January 13, 1996

President’s Visit
Q. Mr. Izetbegovic, can you tell us what

it means for the President of the United
States to be here in Bosnia?

President Izetbegovic. In President Clin-
ton we see a great friend to Bosnia-
Herzegovina. We wish him here a warm wel-
come. And of course, we see the opportunity
that we have discussions on several important
issues, issues relating to IFOR forces and es-
pecially the United States of America in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Q. Mr. President, was it worth all the ef-
fort to make the logistical nightmare of mak-
ing this visit?

President Clinton. Absolutely. First of
all, the most important thing for me was to
come and see our troops and to tell them
that I support them, the American people
support them, and we appreciate what
they’re doing here, and to get a briefing
about what’s going well and what still needs
work.

And the opportunity to meet with Presi-
dent Izetbegovic and the other members of
his government I think is quite important be-
cause we still have a lot of work to do. And
quite over and above the IFOR obligation,
we’ve got a lot of work to do to rebuild Bosnia
economically. And I want to do what I can
to aid that.

And of course, I’ve got Mr. Bob Gallucci,
one of our most able diplomats; he helped
to unravel our problem, our North Korea
problem. So I figured if he did that, he could
certainly figure out how we’re going to help
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Bosnia get back on its feet, going in the direc-
tion that we ought to be going.

So we’ve got a lot to talk about, and I’m
looking forward to it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in the
Old Command Post. In his remarks, he referred
to Ambassador at Large Robert Gallucci. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks on Arrival in Zagreb,
Croatia
January 13, 1996

Thank you very much, President Tudjman,
for making me feel so welcome. And thank
you for coming out in such large and enthu-
siastic numbers. It’s wonderful to be here in
Zagreb and in Croatia. And I thank you for
making me feel so welcome.

I have just come from Bosnia, from visiting
our troops there who are working with the
others to support the peace process. And I
come here to thank President Tudjman and
the people of Croatia for supporting the
peace process in Bosnia. I come to support
not only the peace process but the federation
in Bosnia between the Muslims and the
Croats, the peaceful agreement for the re-
turn of Croatian lands in Eastern Slavonia,
and the ultimate partnership of Croatia with
not only the United States but with other
Western nations who believe in freedom and
human rights and democracy and peace and
progress, working together.

My friends, on behalf of the United States,
I have been honored to work for peace from
the Middle East to Northern Ireland to
Bosnia. And I believe that in these conflicts
I have seen, that the fight has not been be-
tween Arab and Jew in the Middle East, not
between Catholic and Protestant in Northern
Ireland, not between Serb and Croat and
Muslim in Bosnia. It is a conflict between
those who choose peace and those who
would stay with war, those who look to a bet-
ter future and those who are trapped in the
past, those who open their arms to their
neighbors and those who would keep their
fist clenched.

So I ask you in closing to choose peace,
choose the future, open your arms. The Unit-

ed States extends its hand in friendship to
you.

Thank you again for making me feel so
welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at the
Zagreb Airport. In his remarks, he referred to
President Franjo Tudjman of Croatia.

Remarks at the Martin Luther King,
Jr., Commemorative Service in
Atlanta, Georgia
January 15, 1996

I know that we have been here a long time,
but aren’t you glad you came?

Dexter King, thank you for that fine intro-
duction and for your leadership. Coretta
King, thank you for your kind remarks and
for the visits we’ve had today and all the ones
we’ve had in the past; the other members
of the King family who are here, and espe-
cially to our co-presiders. I’m glad they don’t
keep women out of the pulpit anymore,
aren’t you? To Senator Coverdell; and my
dear friend Governor Miller; Mayor Camp-
bell—you can get back in the pulpit, I think,
anytime you want; my longtime friend Con-
gressman John Lewis; and Congresswoman
Cynthia McKinney; Congressman Mfume,
my dear friend, we wish you well on your
new mission. To all the ministers who are
here and all others who spoke. Dr. Roberts,
thank you for letting us come to this church.
I want to thank all those who came with me
today, many from the White House, starting
with the White House Chief of Staff and
most of those who were referenced. And my
good friend Ernest Green; Bob Johnson of
the black entertainment network; and others
who came.

I want to say so many things, and yet I
think I should say so little, because I have
already heard so much wisdom and humor—
[laughter]—and passion and music. I’m
going to do a test when I get back on the
airplane, when I go back to the back of the
airplane. [Laughter] I’m going to ask Weldon
Latham and Bob Johnson and Ernie Green
and all my staff members what they remem-
bered about this long ceremony. Everyone
will remember you, young man, because you
remind us of what all this is all about. And
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