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can help you to do that. It can be symbol
of the lifetime work of building a peaceful
spirit and heart in every citizen of this land.

Our administration has been a strong sup-
porter of the International Fund for Ireland.
We will continue to do so because of projects
like this one and because of the work still
to be done. We were eager to sponsor the
conference we had last May, aided by the
diligent efforts of our friend, former Senator
and Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell
who now embarks for you on another historic
mission of peace.

I hope very much that Senator Mitchell
will succeed. I think the voices I have heard
on this trip indicate to me that you want him
to succeed and that you want to succeed.

A lot of incredibly moving things have hap-
pened to us today, but I think to me, the
most moving were the two children who
stood and introduced me this morning in the
Mackie Plant in Belfast. They represented
all those other children, including children
here from Derry who have written me about
what peace means to them over the last few
weeks.

One young boy said—the young boy who
introduced me said that he studied with and
played with people who were both Protestant
and Catholic, and he’d almost gotten to the
point where he couldn’t tell the difference.
[Laughter] A beautiful young girl who intro-
duced me, that beautiful child, started off by
saying what her Daddy did for a living, and
then she said she lost her first Daddy in The
Troubles. And she thought about it every
day; it was the worst day of her life; and she
couldn’t stand another loss.

The up side and the down side. And those
children joined hands to introduce me. I felt
almost as if my speech were superfluous. But
I know one thing: Tip O’Neill was smiling
down on the whole thing today.

The other night I had a chance to go with
Hillary to the Ford Theatre in Washington,
DC, a wonderful, historic place—it’s been
there since before our Civil War—and where
President Lincoln was assassinated. And I
told the people there who come once a year
to raise money for it so we can keep it going
that we always thought of it as a sad and
tragic place, but it was really a place where
he came to laugh and escape the cares of

our great Civil War. And there, I was think-
ing that America has always been about three
great things, our country: love of liberty, be-
lief in progress, and the struggle for unity.

And the last is in so many ways by far the
most difficult. It is a continuing challenge for
us to deal with the differences among us, to
honestly respect our differences, to stand up
where we feel differently about certain
things, and still to find that core of common
humanity across all the sea of differences
which permit us to preserve liberty; to make
progress possible and to live up to the deep-
est truths of our shared human nature.

In the end, that is what this chair is all
about. And believe me, we need it every-
where. We need it in the streets of our tough-
est cities in the United States, where we are
attempting to teach our children that when
they have conflicts, they shouldn’t go home
and pick up a gun or a knife and hurt each
other, they should figure out a way to work
through to mutual respect.

We need it in the Middle East, where the
Prime Minister of Israel just gave his life to
a religious fanatic of his own faith because
he dared to make peace and give the children
of his country a better future. We need it
in Bosnia, where the leaders have agreed to
make peace, but where the people must now
purge their heart of the hatred borne of 4
years of merciless slaughter. We need this
everywhere.

So, my friends, I pray not only for your
success in making a peace, but I pray that
through this chair and through your example,
you will become a model for the rest of the
world because the world will always need
models for peace.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. in the
Major Hall of Guildhall at Ulster University. In
his remarks, he referred to Trevor Smith, vice
chancellor, Ulster University.

Statement on Approval of the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1996
November 30, 1995

I have decided this evening to approve the
Department of Defense appropriations bill.
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This legislation is vital to fund our national
defense, so that the United States remains
the strongest force for peace in the world.

This bill provides for a strong national de-
fense, supports our commitments to the
quality of life of our forces and their families,
maintains high military readiness, and funds
investment programs necessary to modernize
the equipment used by our combat forces.
Continuing American global leadership is en-
sured by the support the bill provides for our
forces.

I made this decision because my Adminis-
tration has reached agreement with Congres-
sional leaders to provide funding, out of the
funds contained in this bill, for the troop de-
ployment and other efforts to secure peace
in Bosnia. The pressing demands of peace
and of our military service men and women
compel my approval of this measure.

I have expressed my strong concerns that
this legislation contains excessive spending
for projects that are not currently needed for
our defense. I will forward to Congress re-
scission legislation that would eliminate
funding for those projects, and I urge Con-
gress to act on it. We should spend no more
than we need to at a time when we are deter-
mined to balance the budget.

I am also concerned that section 8117 of
the Act contains certain reporting require-
ments that could materially interfere with or
impede this country’s ability to provide nec-
essary support to another nation or inter-
national organization in connection with
peacekeeping or humanitarian assistance ac-
tivities otherwise authorized by law. I will in-
terpret this provision consistent with my con-
stitutional authority to conduct the foreign
relations of the United States and my respon-
sibilities as Commander in Chief.

In addition, I remain very concerned about
provisions of the Act that restrict service
women and female dependents of military
personnel from obtaining privately funded
abortions in military facilities overseas, ex-
cept in cases in which the mother’s life is
endangered or the pregnancy is the result
of rape or incest. In many countries, these
U.S. facilities provide the only accessible,
safe source for these medical services.

My Administration is continuing discus-
sions with the Congress on the remaining

spending bills, in order to protect necessary
priorities in education, the environment and
law enforcement. Over the past several days
we have made progress in good faith discus-
sions with the leadership of the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees to close
the gap between us on these issues. The deci-
sion I am making tonight is consistent with
our understanding that these discussions will
continue with the goal of reaching a satisfac-
tory conclusion as rapidly as possible. We
should promptly complete this task, so there
is no unnecessary shutdown of the govern-
ment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 30, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 2126, became law without the Presi-
dent’s signature on December 1, and it was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–61.

Proclamation 6853—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1995
November 30, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For many young Americans, learning to

drive is a significant step along the road to
maturity and independence. There are seri-
ous responsibilities that accompany getting
a driver’s license, and it is essential to teach
our youth—and all Americans—the terrible
risks of drunk and drugged driving. Males
aged 21–34 are among those most likely to
drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs,
and there is a critical need for additional pre-
vention efforts aimed at this group.

Alcohol use played a role in 16,600 motor
vehicle-related fatalities last year—nearly 41
percent of all such deaths. While the number
of these tragedies has declined significantly
over the past decade, the statistics are still
devastating. We must continue our campaign
of public education, provide increased law
enforcement, and seek tougher laws and pen-
alties for offenders.
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