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Joint Statement on the Transparency
and Irreversibility of the Process of
Reducing Nuclear Weapons

May 10, 1995

The President of the United States of
America and the President of the Russian
Federation,

After examining the exchange of views
which took place during the December 1994
meeting of the Gore-Chernomyrdin Com-
mission in regard to the aggregate stockpiles
of nuclear warheads, stocks of fissile mate-
rials, and their safety and security, as well
as a discussion of the Joint Working Group
on Nuclear Safeguards, Transparency and
Irreversibility of further measures to improve
confidence in and increase the transparency
and irreversibility of the process of reducing
nuclear weapons,

Reaffirm the commitment of the United
States of America and the Russian Federa-
tion to the goal of nuclear disarmament and
their desire to pursue further measures to
improve confidence in and increase the
transparency and irreversibility of the proc-
ess of nuclear arms reduction, as they agreed
in January and September 1994;

Reaffirm the desire of the United States
of America and the Russian Federation to
exchange detailed information on aggregate
stockpiles of nuclear warheads, on stocks of
fissile materials and on their safety and secu-
rity and to develop a process for exchange
of this information on a regular basis; and

Express the desire of the United States of
America and the Russian Federation to es-
tablish as soon as possible concrete arrange-
ments for enhancing transparency and
irreversibility of the process of nuclear arms
reduction.

Taking into account the proposal by Presi-
dent B.N. Yeltsin for a treaty on nuclear safe-
ty and strategic stability among the five nu-
clear powers, they declare that:

—Fissile materials removed from nuclear
weapons being eliminated and excess to
national security requirements will not
be used to manufacture nuclear weap-
ons;

—No newly produced fissile materials will
be used in nuclear weapons; and

—Fissile materials from or within civil nu-
clear programs will not be used to man-
ufacture nuclear weapons.

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation will negotiate agreements to
increase the transparency and irreversibility
of nuclear arms reduction that, inter alia, es-
tablish:

—An exchange on a regular basis of de-
tailed information on aggregate stock-
piles of nuclear warheads, on stocks of
fissile materials and on their safety and
security;

—A cooperative arrangements for recip-
rocal monitoring at storage facilities of
fissile materials removed from nuclear
warheads and declared to be excess to
national security requirements to help
confirm the irreversibility of the process
of reducing nuclear weapons, recogniz-
ing that progress in this area is linked
to progress in implementing the joint
U.S.-Russian program for the fissile ma-
terial storage facility at Mayak; and

—Other cooperative measures, as nec-
essary to enhance confidence in the re-
ciprocal declarations of fissile material
stockpiles.

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation will strive to conclude as
soon as possible agreements which are based
on these principles.

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation will also examine and seek
to define further measures to increase the
transparency and irreversibility of the proc-
ess of reducing nuclear weapons, including
intergovernmental arrangements to extend
cooperation to further phases of the process
of eliminating nuclear weapons declared ex-
cess to national security requirements as a
result of nuclear arms reduction.

The Presidents urged progress in imple-
menting current agreements affecting the
irreversibility of the process of reducing nu-
clear weapons such as the June 23, 1994,
agreement concerning the shutdown of plu-
tonium production reactors and the cessation
of use of newly produced plutonium for nu-
clear weapons, in all its interrelated provi-
sions, including, inter alia, cooperation in
creation of alternative energy sources, shut-
down of plutonium production reactors men-

VerDate 19-JAN-98 08:09 Jan 20, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P19MY4.010 p19my4



804 May 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

tioned above, and development of respective
compliance procedures.

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation will seek to conclude in the
shortest possible time an agreement for co-
operation between their governments ena-
bling the exchange of information as nec-
essary to implement the arrangements called
for above, by providing for the protection of
that information. No information will be ex-
changed until the respective arrangements
enter into force.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks to Students at Moscow
State University
May 10, 1995

Thank you very much, Rector Sadovnichy,
Mrs. Sadovnichy. To the faculty, and most
of all, to the students of Moscow State Uni-
versity, I am deeply honored to be here and
to be here just a few years after my prede-
cessor President Reagan also spoke to the
students.

I can think of no better place than a great
seat of learning like Moscow State University
to speak about the past and future of Russia.
In this spirit, Mikhail Lomonosov lives on,
for just as he modernized your ancient lan-
guage for the Russian people two centuries
ago, today you must take the lead in shaping
a new language, a language of democracy
that will help all Russia to chart a new course
for your ancient land.

Here you openly debate the pressing is-
sues of the day. And though you can only
hear echoes of your nation’s history, you are
living it and making it as you ponder and
prepare for what is yet to come.

Yesterday all of Russia and much of the
entire world paused to remember the end
of World War II and the terrible, almost un-
imaginable price the peoples of the Soviet
Union paid for survival and for victory. Be-
cause our alliance with you was shattered at
the war’s end by the onset of the cold war,
Americans never fully appreciated, until yes-
terday, the true extent of your sacrifice and
its contribution to our common victory. And
the Russian people were denied the full

promise of that victory in World War II, a
victory that bought the West five decades of
freedom and prosperity.

Now the cold war is over. Democracy has
triumphed through decades of Western re-
solve, but that victory was also yours, through
the determination of the peoples of Russia,
the other former Soviet republics, and the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe to
be free and to move into the 21st century
as a part of, not apart from, the global move-
ment toward greater democracy, prosperity,
and common security.

Your decision for democracy and coopera-
tion has given us the opportunity to work to-
gether to fulfill the promise of our common
victory over forces of fascism 50 years ago.
I know that it was not an easy decision to
make and that it is not always an easy deci-
sion to stay with. I know that you in Russia
will have to chart your own democratic
course based on your own traditions and cul-
ture, as well as on the common challenges
we face.

We Americans have now spent over 200
years setting our own course. Along the way
we have endured deep divisions and one
Civil War. We have made mistakes at home
and in our relations with other people. At
times we have fallen short of our own ideals.
Our system can sometimes seem unneces-
sarily burdened by divisions and constraint.
But as Winston Churchill once said, ‘‘De-
mocracy is the worst system of government,
except for all the others.’’ It has produced
more prosperity, more security, and more
opportunity for self-fulfillment than all of its
competitors in the entire world in the last
200 years.

The United States supports the forces of
democracy and reform here in Russia be-
cause it is in our national interest to do so.
I have worked hard to make this post-cold-
war world a safer and more hopeful place
for the American people. As President, that
is my job. That is every President’s job. But
I have had the opportunity, unlike my recent
predecessors, to work with Russia instead of
being in opposition to Russia. And I want
to keep it that way.

I am proud that for the first time since
the dawn of the nuclear age, no Russian mis-
siles are pointed at the children of America.
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