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Remarks Welcoming King Hussein of
Jordan and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel

July 25, 1994

History is made when brave leaders find
the power to escape the past and create a
new future. Today two such leaders come to-
gether, as we welcome King Hussein and
Prime Minister Rabin to the White House
on this extraordinary occasion.

On this morning of promise, these vision-
ary statesmen from ancient lands have cho-
sen to heal the rift that for too long has di-
vided their peoples. They have seen the out-
lines of a better day where others have seen
darkness. They have sought peace in place
of violence.

On both sides of the River Jordan there
have lived generations of people who thought
this day would never come. King Hussein
and Prime Minister Rabin have reached out
to each other across the river, to build a fu-
ture where hatred gives way to hope.

The Koran instructs us, “Requite evil with
good, and he who is your enemy will become
your dearest friend.” And the Talmud teach-
es, “That man is a hero that can make a
friend out of a foe.” Before us today stand
friends and heroes.

King Hussein, Prime Minister Rabin, all
Americans welcome your presence here
today. You give us great hope that this house,
our people’s house, will be a constant witness
to a lasting peace that spreads forth to em-
brace your region.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony
for the Israel-Jordan Washington
Declaration

July 25, 1994

Your Majesties, Prime Minister and Mrs.
Rabin, distinguished guests: Today we gather
to bear witness to history. As this century
draws to a close, a new era of peace opens
before us in ancient lands as brave men
choose reconciliation over conflict. Today
our faith is renewed.
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As we write a new chapter in the march
of hope over despair on these grounds and
at this historic table, we remember the cour-
age of Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin
and the leadership of President Carter at
Camp David 15 years ago, the efforts of
President Bush to bring Israel and her neigh-
bors together in Madrid 2 years ago, and that
shining September day last year when Prime
Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat de-
clared that their two peoples would fight no
more.

Today, in that same spirit, King Hussein
and Prime Minister Rabin will sign the
Washington Declaration. After generations
of hostility, blood, and tears, the leaders of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the
State of Israel will solemnly declare, with the
world as their witness, that they have ended
the state of belligerency between them.
From this day forward, they pledge to settle
their differences by peaceful means. Both
countries will refrain from actions that may
adversely affect the security of the other and
will thwart all those who would use terrorism
to threaten either side.

The Washington Declaration is the prod-
uct of much hard work. Less then a year ago,
Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan and Foreign
Minister Peres of Israel met here publicly
for the first time. Together, with the wise
counsel and persistent energy of the Sec-
retary of State, Warren Christopher, Israel
and Jordan have pursued peace. And we are
all in their debt.

It takes but a minute or two to cross the
River Jordan, but for as long as most of us
can remember, the distance has seemed im-
mense. The awful power of ancient argu-
ments and the raw wounds of recent wars
have left generations of Israelis, Jordanians,
and Palestinians unable to imagine, much
less build, a life of peace and security. Today
King Hussein and Prime Minister Rabin give
their people a new currency of hope and the
chance to prosper in a region of peace.

Under the Washington Declaration, Jor-
dan and Israel have agreed to continue vigor-
ous negotiations to produce a treaty of peace
based on Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338. King Hussein and Prime Minister
Rabin will meet as often as necessary to shep-
herd and personally direct those negotiations.
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