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ing to build the nonracial democracy that can
come in its wake.

Memorandum on Environmentally
Beneficial Landscaping

April 26, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Environmentally and Economically
Beneficial Practices on Federal Landscaped
Grounds

The Report of the National Performance
Review contains recommendations for a se-
ries of environmental actions, including one
to increase environmentally and economi-
cally beneficial landscaping practices at Fed-
eral facilities and federally funded projects.
Environmentally beneficial landscaping en-
tails utilizing techniques that complement
and enhance the local environment and seek
to minimize the adverse effects that the land-
scaping will have on it. In particular, this
means using regionally native plants and em-
ploying landscaping practices and tech-
nologies that conserve water and prevent pol-
lution.

These landscaping practices should benefit
the environment, as well as generate long-
term costs savings for the Federal Govern-
ment. For example, the use of native plants
not only protects our natural heritage and
provides wildlife habitat, but also can reduce
fertilizer, pesticide, and irrigation demands
and their associated costs because native
plants are suited to the local environment
and climate.

Because the Federal Government owns
and landscapes large areas of land, our stew-
ardship presents a unique opportunity to pro-
vide leadership in this area and to develop
practical and cost-effective methods to pre-
serve and protect that which has been en-
trusted to us. Therefore, for Federal
grounds, Federal projects, and federally
funded projects, I direct that agencies shall,
where cost-effective and to the extent prac-
ticable:

(a) use regionally native plants for
landscaping;

(b) design, use, or promote construc-
tion practices that minimize adverse ef-
fects on the natural habitat;

(c) seek to prevent pollution by,
among other things, reducing fertilizer
and pesticide use, using integrated pest
management techniques, recycling
green waste, and minimizing runoff.
Landscaping practices that reduce the
use of toxic chemicals provide one ap-
proach for agencies to reach reduction
goals established in Executive Order
No. 12856, ‘‘Federal Compliance with
Right-To-Know Laws and Pollution Pre-
vention Requirements;’’

(d) implement water-efficient prac-
tices, such as the use of mulches, effi-
cient irrigation systems, audits to deter-
mine exact landscaping water-use needs,
and recycled or reclaimed water and the
selecting and siting of plants in a man-
ner that conserves water and controls
soil erosion. Landscaping practices, such
as planting regionally native shade trees
around buildings to reduce air condi-
tioning demands, can also provide inno-
vative measures to meet the energy con-
sumption reduction goal established in
Executive Order No. 12902, ‘‘Energy
Efficiency and Water Conservation at
Federal Facilities;’’ and

(e) create outdoor demonstrations in-
corporating native plants, as well as pol-
lution prevention and water conserva-
tion techniques, to promote awareness
of the environmental and economic
benefits of implementing this directive.
Agencies are encouraged to develop
other methods for sharing information
on landscaping advances with interested
nonfederal parties.

In order to assist agencies in implementing
this directive, the Federal Environmental
Executive shall:

(a) establish an interagency working
group to develop recommendations for
guidance, including compliance with the
requirements of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. 4321,
4331–4335, and 4341–4347, and train-
ing needs to implement this directive.
The recommendations are to be devel-
oped by November 1994; and
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(b) issue the guidance by April 1995.
To the extent practicable, agencies shall
incorporate this guidance into their
landscaping programs and practices by
February 1996.

In addition, the Federal Environmental
Executive shall establish annual awards to
recognize outstanding landscaping efforts of
agencies and individual employees. Agencies
are encouraged to recognize exceptional per-
formance in the implementation of this di-
rective through their awards programs.

Agencies shall advise the Federal Environ-
mental Executive by April 1996 on their
progress in implementing this directive.

To enhance landscaping options and
awareness, the Department of Agriculture
shall conduct research on the suitability,
propagation, and use of native plants for
landscaping. The Department shall make
available to agencies and the public the re-
sults of this research.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at the Memorial Service for
President Richard Nixon
April 27, 1994

President Nixon opened his memoirs with
a simple sentence, ‘‘I was born in a house
my father built.’’ Today, we can look back
at this little house and still imagine a young
boy sitting by the window of the attic he
shared with his three brothers, looking out
to a world he could then himself only imag-
ine. From those humble roots, as from so
many humble beginnings in this country,
grew the force of a driving dream, a dream
that led to the remarkable journey that ends
here today where it all began, beside the
same tiny home, mail-ordered from back
East, near this towering oak tree which, back
then, was a mere seedling.

President Nixon’s journey across the
American landscape mirrored that of his en-
tire nation in this remarkable century. His
life was bound up with the striving of our
whole people, with our crises and our tri-
umphs.

When he became President, he took on
challenges here at home on matters from
cancer research to environmental protection,

putting the power of the Federal Govern-
ment where Republicans and Democrats had
neglected to put it in the past. In foreign
policy, he came to the Presidency at a time
in our history when Americans were tempted
to say we had had enough of the world. In-
stead, he knew we had to reach out to old
friends and old enemies alike. He would not
allow America to quit the world.

Remarkably, he wrote 9 of his 10 books
after he left the Presidency, working his way
back into the arena he so loved by writing
and thinking, and engaging us in his dialog.

For the past year, even in the final weeks
of his life, he gave me his wise counsel, espe-
cially with regard to Russia. One thing in par-
ticular left a profound impression on me.
Though this man was in his ninth decade,
he had an incredibly sharp and vigorous and
rigorous mind.

As a public man, he always seemed to be-
lieve the greatest sin was remaining passive
in the face of challenges. And he never
stopped living by that creed. He gave of him-
self with intelligence and energy and devo-
tion to duty. And his entire country owes him
a debt of gratitude for that service. Oh yes,
he knew great controversy amid defeat as
well as victory. He made mistakes, and they,
like his accomplishments, are part of his life
and record.

But the enduring lesson of Richard Nixon
is that he never gave up being part of the
action and passion of his times. He said many
times that unless a person has a goal, a new
mountain to climb, his spirit will die. Well,
based on our last phone conversation and the
letter he wrote me just a month ago, I can
say that his spirit was very much alive to the
very end. That is a great tribute to him, to
his wonderful wife, Pat, to his children, and
to his grandchildren whose love he so de-
pended on and whose love he returned in
full measure.

Today is a day for his family, his friends,
and his nation to remember President Nix-
on’s life in totality. To them, let us say, may
the day of judging President Nixon on any-
thing less than his entire life and career come
to a close. May we heed his call to maintain
the will and the wisdom to build on America’s
greatest gift, its freedom, to lead a world full
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