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ceived. He said, ‘‘Earlier this year you sen-
tenced me to 20 years in prison. But I want
you to know that of the five judges who have
sentenced me to prison, you have been by
far the fairest’’—[laughter]—‘‘and I endorse
your nomination to be the Director of the
FBI.’’ With all the problems we’ve got in this
country, I hope he’ll be getting a lot more
of those letters in the next few years.

I believe that under the leadership of this
dynamic, young Director, the FBI will cap-
ture the imagination of the American people
once again and will enlist once again the mil-
lions of ordinary Americans in the work of
keeping our streets safe and fighting our
crimes for us in partnership with the FBI
and with State and local law enforcement of-
ficials. I want the men and women of the
FBI to look back on the 1990’s as a decade
in which the FBI became well-known and
well-loved for its successes in cracking down
on terrorists and drug lords, just as much as
the G-men of the thirties were successful in
cracking down on racketeers and mobsters.

And to Judge Freeh I say, keep showing
the vision and integrity that brought you
here, that earned you the esteem of all your
colleagues, your countrymen and -women,
and even those you sent to jail. To the men
and women of the FBI I say, you are the
finest we have. Just keep on doing your best,
and we will stand behind you. And to the
American people I say, we know that our
people value law and order and safety. We
are working to pass a crime bill that will put
more police officers on the street. We are
working to get guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals. We are working to expand the tough-
ness of our law enforcement. Our frontline
crime fighters, Attorney General Reno, Drug
Policy Coordinator Lee Brown, and now the
FBI Director, Louis Freeh, are putting dec-
ades of grassroots experience to work for you.

You, the American people, have a right to
freedom from fear. Your families have a right
to security and to safety. We won’t rest until
you have those rights. We ask only for your
support and your cooperation as this fine Di-
rector launches what I believe will be a leg-
endary career in the legendary Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. at FBI
headquarters. Following the President’s remarks,
Judge Frank Johnson administered the oath of of-
fice, and Director Freeh made remarks.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Energy
September 1, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Wyoming energy commis-
sioner Dr. Bil Tucker as Assistant Secretary
for Fossil Energy at the Department of En-
ergy.

‘‘Through his years of work in the energy
field in both the public and private sectors,
Bil Tucker has demonstrated he has the tech-
nical understanding and commitment to hard
work that will make him an asset at the De-
partment of Energy,’’ the President said. ‘‘I
am pleased he has agreed to join our team.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin of Russia and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 2, 1993

The President. I would like to make just
a brief comment, if I might, and then I’ll
take a couple of questions.

I want to welcome Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin here to the United States. We
clearly recognize that his support for Presi-
dent Yeltsin’s reform program has been es-
sential to its success and will continue to be
essential to its success. And we’re very grate-
ful that he’s here.

I also want to express my appreciation to
the Prime Minister and to Vice President
Gore for successfully concluding the first
round of talks and agreements under the
Commission on Economic and Technological
Cooperation that grew out of my meeting
with President Yeltsin in Vancouver. They
have signed just now, as all of you know,
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some very exciting agreements which will
permit us to cooperate with Russia in space.
Russia has agreed to observe the principles
of the Missile Technology Control Regime,
which is something the United States very
much appreciates. We are going to work to-
gether on matters of energy and environ-
mental protection, which I think will be very
helpful to Russia’s long-term development
and also help with American business. And
in general, I think this is the beginning of
a lot more opportunities for mutual trade and
investment between our two countries.

So I’m personally very happy about this.
And because of the efforts of the Prime Min-
ister and the Vice President, this first step
has exceeded my expectations considerably,
and I’m very, very appreciative.

Health Care Reform

Q. Sir, on health care, are short-term price
controls now dead?

The President. Well, they never were
alive. I never embraced them. They have
been discussed. What I think you have to
acknowledge is that the pharmaceutical com-
panies and the industry as a whole and other
segments of the health care providers have
voluntarily offered, during the course of this
debate, to keep their prices within inflation
for a year or two as we get up and get going
the health care reform package. And I think
they should be given the opportunity to ad-
here to the commitment that they’ve made.

And so, my own view is—I’ve never been
particularly hot on price controls. I believe
in budgets, and I believe we have to limit
the amount of growth and the revenues we’re
spending on health care, both public and pri-
vate. So I want to point out that, as all of
you know, in the last budget, you’ve got a
decline in defense, flat domestic spending.
Medicare and Medicaid is going up. It’s
someplace between 11 and 15 percent in the
first year, down to 9 to 11 percent in the
5th year of the budget, and still going up
way too much. So we’re going to bring it
down. But I don’t think we have to have a
bureaucratic system of price controls to do
it.

Q. Sir, what about the senior citizens
groups that are afraid that Medicare is going

to be squeezed under the plan that will be
announced?

The President. Under our plan, as you
know because we’ve talked about it for a long
time, we want to phase in a more com-
prehensive plan of long-term care for the el-
derly as well as access to medicine for people
on Medicare who aren’t quite poor enough
to be on Medicaid and can’t afford their drug
bills. We’re having a lot of extra costs in our
health care system because senior citizens
can’t get the drugs that they need. So senior
citizens will come out way ahead.

It is not logical, with inflation at 3 percent
and the population growth of Medicare and
Medicaid between 1 and 11⁄2 percent, to have
those programs going up between 12 and 16
percent a year. That’s not right and it’s not
necessary, and we can do much, much better.
And from those savings in the rate of in-
crease—we’re not talking about cutting the
programs, we’re talking about slowing the
rate of increase—we can fund the drug and
long-term care programs, which is what I
propose to do.

Bosnia
Q. With the collapse of the Bosnian peace

talks, are you going to repropose lifting the
arms embargo on the Bosnian Muslims and
the air strikes?

The President. Let me answer the ques-
tion in two parts, if I might. First of all, they
are stalled. I don’t believe they are collapsed.
The United States will do everything we can
in the next few days to get the parties to
resume the talks in good faith.

Secondly, if while the talks are in abeyance
there is abuse by those who would seek to
interfere with the humanitarian aid, attack
the protected areas, and resume the sus-
tained shelling of Sarajevo, for example, then
first I would remind you that the NATO mili-
tary option is very much alive. And secondly,
I would say, as you know, I have always fa-
vored lifting the arms embargo. I think the
policy of the United Nations as it applies to
that government is wrong. But I am in the
minority; I don’t know that I can prevail. But
our allies have said repeatedly that they don’t
want to totally eliminate the arms embargo
if the present state of play is sufficiently
abused by other parties. So yes, it’s still on
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the table, but I think that the sequence
should be let’s try to get the peace talks start-
ed again. Let’s remember that there is a
NATO option that is very much alive if there
is an interruption of the present state of play
that is sufficiently severe.
[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in Russian.]

Q. Mr. President, a Russian journalist.
The President. A Russian journalist?

Russia-U.S. Relations
Q. Yes. When can be expected the lifting

of these old restrictions and barriers to the
trade and cooperation between Russia and
the United States back from the cold war
period?

The President. When the Congress comes
back into town next Tuesday, we have a list
of approximately 60 pieces of legislation that
we would like to see repealed. And we be-
lieve there will be broad bipartisan support
from both Republicans and Democrats in the
Congress for moving this legislation through.
So I think you will see quick legislative action
on a whole broad range of issues to recognize
the fact that Russia is a democracy, is work-
ing with us, and that we are moving forward
together. And I look forward to pushing that
package very aggressively.

Vietnam
Q. You mentioned the Bosnia arms embar-

go. Within the next couple of weeks people
expect you to lift the embargo against Viet-
nam. Have you made a decision, sir, and have
you discussed with the Prime Minister—
what have you discussed about the possibility
of American POW’s in the Soviet Union?

The President. We’re going to go visit.
We haven’t discussed anything about any-
thing yet. We’re just about to start our meet-
ing. And I’ve reached no further decisions
about Vietnam.

Middle East Peace Talks
Q. On the Middle East, you will be dis-

cussing, I’m sure, that with Russia, that
played a major role. What is the latest devel-
opment that you know of? Are you very opti-
mistic on the Middle East?

The President. I’m still hopeful. The par-
ties, I think, have been quite candid with the

public and the press about some continuing
difficulties. But they’re really working hard
and with great candor, I think, with one an-
other. I’m hopeful. We’ve been up the hill
and down the hill before with the Middle
East, but these people are really working at
it, and I think their hearts as well as their
minds are in it. I think we should keep our
fingers crossed. The United States will con-
tinue to do what we have done. We’re just
a sponsor of this process. They will have to
make the agreement. And I think there’s rea-
son for hope.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the 1992 Nobel Prize
Recipients and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 2, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
am here this afternoon to honor these win-
ners of the 1992 Nobel Prize. I take great
pride in their being recognized in their life-
long efforts to contribute to science and tech-
nology and to better the human condition.

Dr. Gary Becker received the Nobel Prize
in Economic Science for his expansion of
economic analysis to aspects of human be-
havior that had not before been analyzed
with economic principles of our other social
science disciplines. For example, in the
1950’s, Dr. Becker made a groundbreaking
proposal by concluding that racial and ethnic
bias could exist only where markets were not
fully competitive. Dr. Becker currently is a
professor at the University of Chicago. He
is to my immediate left.

To my right are Dr. Edmond Fisher and
Dr. Edwin Krebs. They are joint winners of
the Nobel Prize in Physiology of Medicine.
In the 1950’s they discovered a cellular regu-
latory mechanism that controls a variety of
metabolic processes. The Nobel selection
committee stated that this discovery, and I
quote, ‘‘concerns almost all processes impor-
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