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gutsy thing for him to do, but it passed the
Senate last week. So both Harry Reid and
Dick Bryan have been working on this cost-
cutting in the Senate. I want the line-item
veto very badly. I pushed it as hard as I could.
We got it through the House, and I think
that the Senate will pass it, but everything
is on hold while they deal with the budget.
But you’re absolutely right, it ought to be
passed.

As far as the sunset review goes, we had
such a law in my State, and we tried to use
it. My own experience would indicate that
the Government could eliminate an agency
a year and never miss it. That’s basically what
we’d try to do. Every time our legislature met
every 2 years, we’d just try to eliminate a
government agency. We did it, oh, three or
four or five times, and I never heard any
complaint from the taxpayers if it was some-
thing we didn’t need anymore.

So I think there is more specific cutting
that we can do, but I would remind you that
next month the Vice President is going to
reveal his report on reinventing Government,
and we’ll have a lot more recommendations
for further cuts in there.

Let me take one last question—oh, they
say I have to quit. I’m sorry. I’m having a
good time, and I wish I could talk to you
some more, but I’ve got to go to another
meeting.

Let me say how much I appreciate your
giving me this opportunity to speak directly
to the people of Nevada, and how much I
hope that they will encourage their Senators
and Congressman Bilbray to support this
plan. It’s clearly good for America. There is
an enormous bipartisan support from people
who know how badly this huge deficit has
hurt our country and how much we need
some more incentives in the Tax Code for
people to invest where the new jobs are
being created, in small businesses.

We have done our best to ease the impact
of this on middle class families and on any
given State. Like Nevada, I live in a State
with a high amount of gasoline usage. But
the price of gasoline now, plus the relatively
modest amount of the fuel tax, it seems to
me is a small price to pay to get this Federal
deficit under control and keep these interest
rates down.

So I hope you will support the plan. And
we need it. And most importantly, I hope
you will support the fact that your Senators
and your Congressmen are up here in Wash-
ington really trying to honestly cut this budg-
et and make some tough decisions, and I
think they deserve support in that effort.

Thank you very, very much.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:43 p.m. The
President spoke via satellite from the Roosevelt
Room at the White House. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this inter-
view.

Remarks Honoring the Young
American Medal Winners
July 29, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. La-
dies and gentlemen, especially to our honor-
ees, I want to welcome you to the White
House and say I hope you had a wonderful
day in Washington. I know you’ve been over
to the Justice Department with the Attorney
General. I want to thank her for her service
to America and for her introduction and to
recognize some others who are here: Floyd
Clarke, the Acting Director of the FBI; Rob-
ert Bonner, the Administrator of the Drug
Enforcement Administration; Henry Hud-
son, the Director of the U.S. Marshals Serv-
ice; S.S. Ashton, Jr., of the Office of Justice
Programs; and Ellen Wesley, who coordi-
nates this program at the Department of Jus-
tice. I’d also like to recognize at least four
Members of the Congress who are here: Sen-
ators Kent Conrad and Byron Dorgan from
North Dakota, and Senator Larry Pressler
from South Dakota, and Congressman Tim
Johnson from South Dakota. I want to thank
you for coming.

The Young American Medal for Service
and the Young American Medal for Bravery
are awarded to a young person whose deeds,
in a very real way, represent the best our
Nation can offer. At a time when we hear
too much about self-interest and not enough
about what each of us can do to advance the
common good of all Americans, seven young
people here being honored, with their fami-
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lies, are role models for all the rest of us.
Their selfless acts of service to their neigh-
bors remind us of our own responsibilities
to our communities and to our Nation.

As extraordinary as the courage and initia-
tive of all these young people has been, we
must remember, too, that every American
can contribute. Look how the American peo-
ple are responding to the challenge pre-
sented by the horrible floods in the middle
of the country or how they responded to
Hurricane Andrew last year. Most Americans
want to do more and will every day if they’re
given a chance to do it.

The medals we award today honor special
acts. And in the same spirit, I have tried to
launch in the Nation’s Capital for young peo-
ple throughout the country a program of na-
tional service that will give people the oppor-
tunity to help people day-in and day-out, and
to earn some money as well against their col-
lege education.

The plan was passed yesterday by the
House of Representatives, and we are one
vote shy of ending the filibuster in the Sen-
ate. I hope that will happen tomorrow, and
millions of young people over the next ump-
teen years will be given the opportunity to
serve in a very real and compelling and
human way in their own communities.

Lately we hear a lot about the things like
cost-effectiveness and efficiency, and those
are very important things, but they sound
sort of bureaucratic. Today we honor things
that matter more, the potential of the human
heart and the courage of even the very young,
what the great American writer from my part
of the country, William Faulkner, called the
truths of the heart: love and honor and pity
and pride and compassion and sacrifice.
When an emergency struck, the young peo-
ple we honor today didn’t wait, they acted.
When a need arose, they didn’t question
whether they would succeed in the end, they
simply went to work. We have a lot to learn
from the young people we honor today.

Now I’d like for each of them to come
up on the stage and receive his or her medal
as I call their names, and then we have a
place for them to stand. I’d also like for their
parents and family members to stand as I
read a few words about them.

The Young American Medal for Bravery
is presented to Waylon Dean Bertsch of Bu-
chanan, North Dakota. I’d like the people
who are here with Waylon to stand up. Any-
body here? There they are, back there. When
Waylon was 10 years old, his 5-year-old sister,
Andrea, fell through the ice in a river near
their home. He sent for his parents and then
went to his sister’s rescue. After falling
through the ice himself, he kicked to keep
his body and his sister above water. It
worked. When their parents arrived, they
pulled both of them out alive. Good for you.

Christopher Paul Erichs, Rapid City,
South Dakota. Stand up. Give him a hand.
[Applause] A student at Christopher’s school
entered a classroom with a sawed-off shot-
gun, ordered the teacher to leave, and took
22 students hostage over a 21⁄2-hour standoff
with professional negotiators. As the gunman
moved to light a cigarette, Christopher
snatched the shotgun from his hands, calmly
freed the other hostages, and called in the
police. Let’s give him another hand. [Ap-
plause]

Jessica Ann Johnson of Elliott, Iowa. Who
is here with you? Look, you’ve got plenty of
folks here with you. Jessica was just 7 years
old on her family farm when she heard the
screams of her 4-year-old brother. He had
crawled into a pigpen and was attacked,
trampled, and bitten by 450-pound sows. She
went into the pen with the sows, dragged
her brother to a safe spot, went back through
the pen and went to her mother for help.

I can only tell you that this is something
I have a limited, similar experience with.
When I was 6, I was attacked by a ram on
our farm, and I was darn near killed. I know
how terrifying it is when you’re that age to
be attacked by an animal that can take your
life. To think that this young girl at her age,
to have that amount of courage to save a
member of her family is really astonishing.
Let’s give her a hand. [Applause]

After I got bloodied by that ram, I got into
politics thinking I wouldn’t get knocked
around so much. I think you ought to stay
on the farm. [Laughter]

The Young American Medal for Service is
presented to Kelly Elizabeth Broxton from
Gaithersburg, Maryland. Who’s here with
you? They couldn’t contain themselves. They
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started clapping early. Stand up. This is great.
Kelly taught over 300 students about basic
first aid, certified first aid training, and how
to get treatment for substance abuse. She
also organized a youth council that recruited
students from 19 other schools to perform
community service projects. Good for you.
Congratulations.

Dennis Chisholm, Jr., of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. Your family is standing. Give
them a hand. [Applause] Dennis volunteered
his many talents during the school year and
5 days a week in the summer to work in a
center for children with disabilities. He
helped other children develop motor skills
and build their self-esteem through a range
of physical and creative activities, including
music and even computers.

I think that I should note that we have
just celebrated this week the 3d anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, a
major piece of civil rights legislation. But like
every other piece of civil rights legislation we
ever signed, it can only work if there is
change in the hearts and minds of the rest
of the American people. And this young man
has helped other people to see the abilities
of people with disabilities. We’re all in his
debt.

Another person who has done much the
same is Sarah Elizabeth Greensfelder of Bal-
timore. Sarah has taken part in all kinds of
community service programs: at blood drives,
the Special Olympics, Johns Hopkins Pedi-
atric Center, in nursing homes, or with
housebound senior citizens. When she was
selected for this medal she had volunteered
over 900 hours for helping others, the equiv-
alent of working full-time for half a year.
Let’s give her a hand. [Applause] Where’s
your family? They should stand, too. Let’s
give them a hand. [Applause] That’s good.
Look at that. You’ve got a whole back row.
Thank you.

Now I’d like to ask—I’m not going to leave
you over there—Gennie Sue Sluder of
Clatskankie, Oregon—did I say it right?

Ms. Sluder. No. [Laughter]
The President. How do I say it? Say it.
Ms. Sluder. Clatskankie.
The President. Clatskankie, Oregon—

[applause]—stand up. Gennie started a pro-
gram called Help Hungry Kids. She went to

the school board and managed a statewide
campaign that asked students at all 235 high
schools in Oregon to donate $1 and two cans
of food apiece for needy children. Now she’s
at George Fox College, and she’s working at
two jobs to put herself through school. But
when she was in high school she thought of
a way to organize a plan for every person
her age in the State to help children who
were less fortunate. A very impressive ac-
complishment.

I want to say again on behalf of all the
people of the United States, it is a great
honor to have these fine young people, their
families, friends, and supporters in the White
House today. They’ve made us all very proud,
and they’ve reminded us again of what is
most important about our citizenship, our
roles in our families and in our communities,
and in a very real sense, what it means just
to be a person. They’re great. Let’s give them
one more hand. And thank you all for being
here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 6583—Death of
Matthew B. Ridgway
July 29, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

General Matthew B. Ridgway, one of our Na-
tion’s most venerated military leaders, I here-
by order, by the authority vested in me as
President of the United States of America
by section 175 of title 36 of the United States
Code, that on Friday, July 30, 1993, the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions. I also direct that the
flag shall be flown at half-staff on the same
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