Week Ending Friday, January 8, 1993
Statement by Press Secretary
Fitzwater on Recognition of the
Czech and Slovak Republics
January 1, 1993

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia in
Moscow
January 2, 1993

The President today recognized the new
Czech and Slovak Republics and offered to
establish full diplomatic relations. In an exchange of letters, Czech Prime Minister
Klaus and Slovak Prime Minister Meciar welcomed U.S. recognition and accepted our
offer of full diplomatic relations.
Both leaders provided assurances that the
new states will fulfill the obligations and
commitments of the former Czechoslovakia
and will abide by the principles and provisions of the U.N. Charter, the Charter of
Paris, the Helsinki Final Act and subsequent
CSCE documents. They also pledged to prevent the proliferation of destabilizing military
technology, to respect human rights and fundamental freedoms, to uphold international
standards concerning national minorities,
and to move rapidly to create free-market
economies.
The United States looks forward to full and
mutually productive relations with the new
Czech and Slovak states. We commend both
Republics for the peaceful means by which
their separation was carried out. In the interest of ensuring stability and prosperity in the
region and speeding full integration into the
international community, the United States
urges continued close regional cooperation
among the states of central Europe.
Our Ambassador to Czechoslovakia will remain in Prague as the U.S. Ambassador to
the Czech Republic. We look forward to appointing an Ambassador to the Slovak Republic as soon as possible.

President Yeltsin and members of the Russian Government, friends, all, Americans and
Russians, we are here for an historic occasion. I believe that this is a moment that history will record most positively as we sign
that treaty. As I prepare to leave the Presidency, I bid farewell to a man for whom I
have enormous respect, a man whose courage captured the imagination of every single
American as he stood on a Russian tank and
straddled Russian history, steering it toward
a democratic future. His voice spoke loudly
for freedom through the chaos of change,
and it spoke softly of friendship through the
static of a long distance telephone line, a patriot who silenced the guns of August, President Boris Yeltsin.
Mr. President, as you so eloquently stated,
there is now a new U.S.-Russian partnership
built together, affirming our dedication to a
democratic peace in Europe and, indeed, to
a global peace. The two powers that once
divided the world have now come together
to make it a better and safer place. Mr. President, we’ve come together again this weekend amid a Moscow winter to sign the most
significant arms reduction treaty ever.
All of us, sir, wish you and your colleagues
well on the bold reforms that you’ve undertaken. Reform is never easy, and this we understand. But your people do not run away
from a challenge. And in this challenge,
America will stay with you, shoulder to shoulder.
May I simply say a word about my successor, President-elect Clinton. I am confident
that what we do tomorrow is of tremendous
importance to him, and I am confident that
you will find him a 100-percent partner in
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