ACT OF CONGRESS.

AN ACT

To rix THE TiME FOR HOLDING THE ANNUAL SESSION OF THE SUPREME
CouURT oF THE UNITED STATES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and
after the passage of this act the annual session of the Supreme
Court of the United States shall commence on the second Mon-
day of October in each year, and all actions, suits, appeals,
recognizances, processes, writs, and proceedings whatever, pend-
ing or which may be pending in said court, or returnable thereto,
shall have day therein, and be heard, tried, proceeded with, and
decided, in like manner as if the time of holding said sessions
had not been hereby altered.

APPROVED, January 24th, 1873.

MEMORANDA.

RESIGNATION OF MR. JUSTICE NELSON.

Ar the close of December Term, 1872, Mr. Justice NELsSoN, who
during the whole term had been prevented, by indisposition,
from attending court, resigned his commission. - The following
interesting correspondence, between himself and his brethren,
took place, and was entered on the minutes of the court by its

order:
CoOPERSTOWN, November 28th, 1872,
My DEAR CHIEF JUSTICE:

The mail that carries these lines to you carries my resignation of the office
of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.

I part from my brethren with regret, and retire from an occupation which
has been the height of my ambition for much the largest portion of my life,
not from choice, but for the reason that age and infirmities have disabled me
from the performance of a full share of its duties.

Please to communicate this to our associates, and believe me

Sincerely your friend,
S. NELSON.

( vii )

CHIEF JUSTICE CHASE.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO




viil MEMORANDA.

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES,
WASHINGTON, December 7th, 1872,
DeAr BroTHER NELSON:

‘We have reccived with deep sensibility your letter announcing your res-
ignation of the post you have so long and so worthily filled. We greatly
regret that we are no more to have the benefit of your long experience,
mature wisdom, and large learning in conference, and that the profession
and the country will lose the fruits of them in the decisions of the court.

You carry with you in your retirement a reverent and universal affection
given to few men. The bar arc unanimous in their eulogies, and we, your
brethren of the bench, are not behind the bar in our sense of your great ser-
vices, your sterling integrity, and your constant benevolence.

May our Father in heaven give you yet many days in which to enjoy the
affections of family, friends, and countrymen which cluster around you.

Yours faithfully,
SR CHASE, Chief Justice.
Nataax CLIFFORD, Associate Justice.

N. H. Swayne <8 s
SaMUueL F. MILLER, ¢ o
Davip Davig, X 4

SreruEN J. FIELD, 4G 5
W. StrONG, i {
JoserH P. BrRADLEY, ¢ (¢

A few days after the resignation of the venerable Justice had
become publicly known a meeting of the bar was held, at which,
on motion of the Honorable RevErRDY Jonnson, the Honorable
CarLeB CusHING was called to the chair, and Danien WEsSLEY
Mippreron, Esq., appointed secretary.

After expressions from several of the spealkers, indicative of
the deep regrets of the profession at the event by which the
meeting had been caused, and of affectionate respect for the
retiring Justice, with every good wish for his happiness, it was
ordered that a letter should be prepared, suitable to the occa-
sion, and be left in the office of the Clerk of the Court for the
signatures of such members of the bar as should desire to sign
it, and be afterwards sent to Mr. Justice NELSoN, at his resi-
dence at Cooperstown, N. Y. All this was accordingly done.
The letter, which was transmitted by Mr. CusHing and Mr.

MipprLETON, Was as follows:
WASHINGTON, 13th December, 1872,
To THE HoN SAMUEL NELSON.

Str: We desire to express to you the sincere and deep regret with which
by reason of your retirement we are compelled to part with you as a Justice
of the Supreme Court.

During many years of practice before you, we have had ample opportu-
nity to appreciate and to admire your learning, sagacity, impartiality, and
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integrity ; your kindly deportment towards the members of the bar, your
elevated conception of justice and of right; in a word, those pre-eminent
judicial qualities which have distinguished your career on the bench.
Though no longer present in the court, the remembrance of you will re-
Your opinions, as published in the reports, consti-

main fresh in our minds.

tute an imperishable monument of fame.

And you carry with you into pri-

vate life the universal respect of the people of the United States, including
the personal respect und admiration of

George H. WiLL1AMS,
Attorney-General,
ReveERrDY JoHNson (Md.),
J. 8. Brack (Pa.),
P, Puairirs (D. C.),
C. N. Porrer (N. Y.),
Samuern F. PaiLLies,
Solicitor-General.
Bewns. R. Cur1is (Mass.),
Geo. F. MoorE (Texas),
J. M. CarnisiLe (D. C.),
Geo. F. Epmunps (Vt.),
A. J. Parker (N. Y.),
JoEL GILES,
J. HusLey AsHtox (Pa.),
N. P. Cuipyaxn (D. C.),
Joax V. L. Pruy~ (N.Y.),
Louis Janiy (La.),
L. P. Poraxp (Vt.),
Jaues H. Emsry (Ky.),
I, FRELINGHUYSEN (N.J.),
CHARLES SUMNER (Mass.),
Causten BrowNE (Mass.),
J H. B. LAtroBE (Md.),
C. CoLe (California),
H. L. Dawes (Mass.),
James B. Beck (Ky.),
George IF. Hoar (Mass.),
Wy, M. Merrick (Md.),
M. C. Kerr (Ind.),
STEVENSON ArCHER (Md.),
Jouxy B. Hawrey (I1l.),
H. C. Burcuarn (Iil.),
S W. Kervoge (Conn.),
Horace MAYNARD (Tenn.),
Wu. S. Houman (Ind.),
RO T W. Doke (Vas),
R. C. Parsons (Ohio),
R. T. Merrick (D. C.)
Jaues Grant (Iowa),
T. J. D. FuLLer (D. C.),

’

Of this letter the

Y our affectionate friends,

W. M. Evarts (N. Y.),
C. CusmiNg (Mass.),
C. H. HiLL (Mass.),

" HENRY SHERMAN,

Wa. T.. Dirroe (lowa),
Hexry Coorer (Tenn.),
Jas. K. Kenny (Oregon),
Taos. M. Norra (N. Y.),
EveeNE CassgERLY (Cal.),
Cuas. 0’Conor (N. Y.),
A. G. RippLe (D. C.),

M. H. CARPENTER (Wis ),
J. D. McPugersox (D.C.),
W. W. Nevisox,

Jounx W. StreveENsox (Ky.)
S. 8. Cox (N. Y.),

Beny. F. BurLer (Mass.),
Roscoe Coskriveg (N.Y.),
T. O Howe (Wis.),
SamverL Tyrer (D. C.),
Joun M. Harvav (Ky.),
B. H. Brisrow (Ky.),

R. H. Daxa, Jr. (Mass.),
Dwigar Foster (Mass.),
W, McMicnaet (Pa.),
Sam’'t G. Tuompson (Pa.),
R. C. McMurtriE (Pa.),
T. D. LixcoLN (Ohio),
Cuas. Doxonve (N. Y.),
E. €. Bexepicr (N. Y.),
Wil S Oairo=lin ),

Geo. B. Hiszarn (N. Y.),
Ira Hagrris (N. Y.),

Wwm. A. Sackerr (N. Y.),

Jxo. H. REynoLps (N. Y.),

Tu. DoNALpsox (M:l.),
Geo. Wa. Brown (Md.),
F. W. Bruxe (Md.),

S. T. WaLris (Md.y,

S. S. Fisuer (0.),

L. W. Srovenron (N. Y.),
D. D. FitLp (N. Y.),
MoxrtgoMERY BraIr (D. C.),
Trouxan Surra (Conn.),
Cuas M. KerLer (N. Y.),
CHas. F. Buake (N.Y),
Jas. H. Parsoxs (R. I.),
Caas. R. TraiN (Mass.),

F Crampercarx (Conn.),
THEODORE G. BARKER,
JouN A. CamMpBELL (La.),
J. Q A. Fervowes (La.),
Georce ITarpiNg (Pa.),
WavyNE McVeicH (Pa.),
Jaues E. Gowen (Pa.),

F. C. BREwsTER (Pa.),
Cmartes Hircucock (Il1.),
C. Beckwira (I11.),

Sad’'n. W. FoLier (I11.),
T. Lyve Dickey (I1L.),
Wirt Dexrer (Il),

J. R. Doorirrre (Wis.),
CHas. Tracy (N. Y.),

Jdxv. E. BurriLt (N. Y.),
B. D. SiwLmmax (N. Y.),
Josaua M.Vax Corr (N.Y.),
Joun E. Parsoxns (N. Y.),
W. H. Peckaan (N. Y.),
James C. Carrer (N. Y.),
GiLBerT M. Seier (N. Y.),
CuarLes P. CrosBY(N. Y.),
C. VAN SANTVOORD (N. Y.),
Hexry NicoLt (N. Y ),

E. 8. Va~n WingrLe (N. Y )
W. M. MAcrFARLAND(N.Y.),
Epmuxp H. Owenx (N. Y.),
Stepuey P. Nasg (N. Y.),
Wa. ALLEN BuTLER(N. Y.},
W, M. PritrcHARD (N. Y.),
1.0y Ty BuckLEY (N . X.),

Wu. B Lawgrence (R. I.), J. W. WALLACE.

vencrable Justice was pleased to express his
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appreciation in the following reply, addressed to Mr. Cusning
and Mr. MiopLETON, by whom, as already said, the letter of the
bar had been sent to him:

COOPERSTOWN, January 20th, 1873.
GENTLEMEN :

Your favor of the 14th ult., inclosing a letter of one hundred and twenty-
one distinguished mewmbers of the bar of the Supreme Court of the United
States relating to my resignation of the office of Associate Justice of that
court, has been received.

I am deeply grateful for the too favorable ¢pinion expressed of my judicial
services, and of personal regard and friendship. So general a concurrence
of eminent members of the bar, who have personally witnessed the adminis-
tration of justice in the court, and who, themselves, largely participated in
it, in the expression of a favorable opinion of myself, as a humble member
of it, cannot but affect me most sensibly and gratefully. Most of the names
are familiar to me, and many of them 1 recognize as intimate associates and
friends; and each and all of them have my earnest prayer that their useful
lives may be long and happy.

You, gentlemen, have my hearty thanks for the kind and friendly manner
in which you have communicated this ever to be remembered tribute of my
professional brethren.

I am, with great respect and regard, your friend,
S. NELSON

THE HONORABLE C. CUSHING, Chairman,
D. W. MIDDLETON, Esquire, Secretary.
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