
ACT OF CONGRESS.

AN ACT

To fi x  the  Tim e for  Hold in g  the  Annua l  Sessi on  of  the  Sup rem e  
Cou r t  of  the  Uni ted  States , an d  for  oth er  pur pose s .

Be.it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the passage of this act the annual session of the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall commence on the second Mon-
day of October in each year, and all actions, suits, appeals, 
recognizances, processes, writs, and proceedings whatever, pend-
ing or which may be pending in said court, or returnable thereto, 
shall have day therein, and be heard, tried, proceeded with, and 
decided, in like manner as if.the time of holding said sessions 
had not been hereby altered.

Appr ove d , January 24th, 1873.

MEMORANDA.

RESIGNATION OF MR. JUSTICE NELSON.
At  the close of December Term, 1872, Mr. Justice Nels on , who 

during the whole term had been prevented, by indisposition, 
from attending court, resigned his commission. The following 
interesting correspondence, between himself and his brethren, 
took place, and was entered on the minutes of the court by its 
order:

Coo per sto wn , November 28th, 1872. 
My  de ar  Chi ef  Jus tice :

The mail that carries these lines to you carries my resignation of the office 
of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.

I part from my brethren with regret, and retire from an occupation which 
has been the height of my ambition for much the largest portion of my life, 
not from choice, but for the reason that age and infirmities have disabled me 
from the performance of a full share of its duties.

Please to communicate this to our associates, and believe me
Sincerely your friend,

S. Nelso n .
Chie f  Jus tice  Ch a se .

( VÜ )
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Supr eme  Cou rt  of  the  Uni ted  States , 
Was hi ng to n , December 7th, 1872.

Dear  Broth er  Nelso n :
We have received with deep sensibility your letter announcing your res-

ignation of the post you have so long and so worthily filled. We greatly 
regret that we are no more to have the benefit of your long experience, 
mature wisdom, and large learning in conference, and that the profession 
and the country will lose the fruits of them in the decisions of the court.

You carry with you in your retirement a reverent and universal affection 
given to few men. The bar are unanimous in their eulogies, and we, your 
brethren of the bench, are not behind the bar in our sense of your great ser-
vices, your sterling integrity, and your constant benevolence.

May our Father in heaven give you yet many days in which to enjoy the 
affections of family, friends, and countrymen which cluster around you.

Yours faithfully,
S. P. Cha se , Chief Justice.
Nath an  Clif fo rd , Associate Justice. 
N. H. Sway ne  “ “
Sam uel  F. Miller , “ “
Davi d  Dav is , “ “
Steph en  J. Field , “ “
W. Strong , “ “
Jos eph  P. Bra dl ey , “ “

A few days after the resignation of the venerable Justice had 
become publicly known a meeting of the bar was held, at which, 
on. motion of the*Honorable  Reverdy  Johns on , the Honorable 
Cale b Cushi ng  was called to the chair, and Dani el  Wesl ey  
Middl et on , Esq., appointed secretary.

After expressions from several of the speakers, indicative of 
the deep regrets of the profession at the event by which the 
meeting bad been caused, and of affectionate respect for the 
retiring Justice, with every good wish for his happiness, it was 
ordered that a letter should be prepared, suitable to the occa-
sion, and be left in the office of the Clerk of the Court for the 
signatures of such members of the bar as should desire to sign 
it, and be afterwards sent to Mr. Justice Nels on , at his resi-
dence at Cooperstown, N. Y. All this was accordingly done. 
The letter, which was transmitted by Mr. Cush ing  and Mr. 
Middl eton , ivas as follows:

Was hi ng to n , 13th December, 1872. 
To the  Hon  Sam uel  Nels on .

Sir  : We desire to express to you the sincere and deep regret with which 
by reason of your retirement we are compelled to part with you as a Justice 
of the Supreme Court.

During many years of practice before you, we have had ample opportu-
nity to appreciate and to admire your learning, sagacity, impartiality, and 
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integrity; your kindly deportment towards the members of the bar, your 
elevated conception of justice and of right; in a word, those pre-eminent 
judicial qualities which have distinguished your career on the bench.

Though no longer present in the court, the remembrance of you will re-
main fresh in our minds. Your opinions, as published in the reports, consti-
tute an imperishable monument of fame. And you carry with you into pri-
vate life the universal respect of the people of the United States, including 
the personal respect and admiration of

Your affectionate friends,

Geor ge  H. Will iams , W. M. Evar ts  (N. Y.), E. W. Stou gh ton  (N. Y.),
Attorney-General, C. Cush ing  (Mass.), D. D. Fie ld  (N. Y.),

Rev erd y  Joh nso n  (Md.), C. H. Hill  (Mass.), Mon tgo mer y  Blair  (D. C.),
J. S. Blac k  (Pa.), ' Henr y  She rma n , Tru ma n  Smi th  (Conn.),
P. Phil lip s  (D. C.), Wm . T. Ditto e (Iowa), Ch a s M. Kell er  (N. Y.), 
C. N. Potter  (N. Y.), Henr y  Coo per  (Tenn.), Cha s . F. Bla k e (N. Y.), 
Sa mu el  F. Phillip s , Jas . K. Kelly  (Oregon), Jas . H. Par son s (R. I.),

Solicitor-General, Tho s . M. Nort h  (N. Y.), Cha s . R. Tra in  (Mass.), 
Benj . R. Cur tis  (Mass.), Eug ene  Cass erly  (Cal.), F Cham ber lai n  (Conn.), 
Geo . F. Moo re  (Texas), Ch a s . O’Con or  (N. Y.), Th eo d o re  G. Bark er , 
J. M. Car lis le  (D. C.), A. G. Ridd le  (D. C.), John  A. Ca mpb ell  (La.), 
Geo . F. Ed mu n d s  (Vt.), M. H. Carpe nter  (Wis ), J. Q. A. Fello wes  (La.), 
A. J. Par ker  (N. Y.), J. D. Mc Ph ers o n  (D. C.), Geo rg e  Ha rd in g  (Pa.), 
Joel  Gile s , W. W. Neviso n , Way ne  Mc Veig h  (Pa.),
J. Hubl ey  Ash to n  (Pa.), Jo h n  W. Ste ve nso n  (Ky.) Ja mes  E. Gow en  (Pa.), 
N. P. Chip ma n  (D. C.), S. S. Cox  (N. Y.), F. C. Bre wst er  (Pa.), 
Joh n  V. L. Pru yn  (N. Y.), Benj . F. But ler  (Mass.), Cha rles  Hitc hc oc k  (Hl.), 
Louis  Jan in  (La.), Ro sco e Con kl ing  (N. Y.), C. Beck with  (Ill.),
L. P. Pola nd  (Vt.), T. 0 How e (Wis.), Sam ’i»W. Fuller  (Ill.), 
Jam es  H. Emb ry  (Ky.), Sa mu el  Tyler  (D. C.), T. Lyle  Dick ey  (Ill.), 
F. Frel in gh uy sen  (N.J.), Jo h n M. Harl an  (Ky.), Wirt  Dexte r  (Ill.), 
Ch a rles  Sum ne r  (Mass.), B. H. Brist ow  (Ky.), J. R. Doo li ttl e (Wis.), 
Cau ste n  Brown e (Mass.), R. H. Dan a , Jr . (Mass.), Cha s . Tra cy  (N. Y.),
J H. B. Lat robe  (Md.), Dwi gh t  Fos ter  (Mass.), Jno . E. Bu rrill  (N. Y.), 
C. Cole  (California), Wm . Mc Mic ha el  (Pa.), B. D. Sill ima n  (N. Y.), 
H. L. Da wes  (Mass.), Sam ’l  G. Tho mp son  (Pa.), Josh ua  M.Van  Cot t  (N.Y.), 
Jam es  B. Bec k  (Ky.^ R. C. Mc Murt rie  (Pa.), Jo h n  E. Par so ns  (N. Y.),
Geo rge  F. Hoa r  (Mass.), T. D. Lin co ln  (Ohio), W. H. Peck ham  (N. Y.),
Wm . M. Merr ick  (Md.), Cha s . Don oh ue  (N. Y.), Jam es  C. Car ter  (N. Y.),
M. C. Kerr  (Ind.), E. C. Ben ed ic t  (N. Y.), Gilb ert  M. Spie r  (N. Y.),
Stev en so n  Arch er  (Md.), W. T. Otto  (Ind.). Cha rles  P. Cro sby (N. Y.), 
Joh n B. Haw le y  (Ill ), Geo . B. Hibb ar d (N. Y.), C. Van  Sa n tv o o rd  (N. Y.), 
H. C. Bur ch ar d  (Ill.), Ira  Ha rri s  (N. Y.), Hen ry  Nico ll  (N. Y ),
S W. Kello gg  (Conn.), Wm . A. Sa ck ett  (N. Y.), E. S. Van  Win k le  (N. Y ) 
Hor ac e  May na rd  (Tenn.), Jno . H. Reyno lds  (N. Y.), W. M. Macf arl an d (N.Y.),. 
Wm . S. Ho lma n  (Ind.), Th . Don ald so n  (Md.), Ed mu n d  H. Owen  (N. Y.), 
R. T. W. Duke  (Va ), Geo . Wm . Brow n  (Md.), Step hen  P. Nas h  (N. Y.),
R. C. Pa rs o n s  (Ohio), F. W. Bru ne  (Md.), Wm . Allen  Butl er (N. Y.),
R. T. Merr ick  (D. C.), S. T. Wa llis  (Md.), Wm . M. Pritc ha rd  (N. Y.),
Jam es  Gra nt  (Iowa), S. S. Fish er  (0.), T. C. T. Bu ck le y  (N. Y.),
T. J. D. Fuller  (D. C.), Wm . B Law re nc e (R. I.), J. W. Walla ce .

Of this letter the venerable Justice was pleased to express his-
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appreciation in the following reply, addressed to Mr. Cushi ng  
and Mr. Middl et on , by whom, as already said, the letter of the 
bar had been sent to him :

Coo per sto wn , January 20th, 1873. 
Gen tl eme n  :1

Your favor of the 14th ult., inclosing a letter of one hundred and twenty- 
one distinguished members of the bar of the Supreme Court of the United 
States relating to my resignation of the office of Associate Justice of that 
court, has been received.

I am deeply grateful for the too favorable opinion expressed of my judicial 
services, and of personal regard and friendship. So general a concurrence 
of eminent members of the bar, who have personally witnessed the adminis-
tration of justice in the court, and who, themselves, largely participated in 
it, in the expression of a favorable opinion of myself, as a humble member 
of it, cannot but affect me most sensibly and gratefully. Most of the names 
are familiar to me, and many of them 1 recognize as intimate associates and 
friends ; and each and all of them have my earnest prayer that their useful 
lives may be long and happy.

You, gentlemen, have my hearty thanks for the kind and friendly manner 
in which you have communicated this ever to be remembered tribute of my 
professional brethren.

I am, with great respect and regard, your friend,
S. Nelson

The  Hono ra bl e C. Cush ing , Chairman,
D. W. Midd leto n , Esquire, Secretary.
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