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Statement of the case.

Mr. Ashton, Assistant Attorney-General, for the captors; Mr. 
Marvin contra, for the claimants.

The CHIEF JUSTICE delivered the opinion of the court.
The evidence is clear that the vessel and her outward cargo 

were neutral property, destined to neutral consignees at Mata-
moras, and that the cargo had been actually delivered as con-
signed.

Some of the proof tended to show that a portion of this cargo 
consisted of confederate uniform cloth ; but there was none 
showing destination to enemy territory or immediate enemy 
use.

There was, therefore, nothing in the character of the vessel 
or of the outward cargo which warrants condemnation.

At the time of capture, the bark had the whole or a great 
part of her homeward cargo on board. It consisted of cotton 
and a small quantity of copper. The captain had not signed 
ills of lading, and, upon his preparatory examination, assigned 

this circumstance as a reason for not being able to give the 
names of the shippers at Matamoras or of the consignees at 

'verpool. The presumption, arising upon the facts proved, is 
that it was neutral property, which must be restored.

he position of the Science, when her cargo was put on board, 
and when she was captured, is left in doubt by the depositions 
o the master and mate ; but the testimony of two officers of 

e irginia, read as further proof, is explicit that she was in 
exan waters,*  and no excuse is offered for being there.

e principles just declared in the case of the Dashing Wave 
quire, therefore, the affirmation of both decrees of the District 

Court.

And  thi s is  obd ebe d .

The second case was that of

The  Vol an t .
RioCr^ ^°lant been captured, near the mouth of the 
—_  6’On ^e 5th of November, 1863, by the United States

* See chart, supra, p. 173.—Rep .
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Syllabus.

steamer Granite City, and, with her cargo, was condemned, by 
the decree of the District Court for the Eastern District of Lou-
isiana. The case came before this court upon the appeal of the 
claimants.

Mr. Ashton, Assistant Attorney-General, for the United States; 
Mr. Marvin, contra, for the claimants.

The CHIEF JUSTICE delivered the opinion of the court.
The proof shows that the brig was the property of a neutral 

merchant of the island of Jersey, fully documented as a British 
merchantman, and regularly cleared from London to Mata 
moras.

The cargo was shipped by the charterers of the vessel for 
neutral owners, and consigned to neutrals at Matamoras, but 
had not been discharged at the time of capture.

It consisted in part of bales of confederate uniform cloth, of 
the same mark and of corresponding numbers with like goods 
found on the Science; but there is no proof of unlawful destina-
tion.

The brig, however, anchored in Texan waters, near the coast, 
and remained there until captured.*

This circumstance alone did not warrant condemnation, 
though, in connection with the character of the cargo, it justi-
fied capture.

The decree of the District Court must be reversed; and a de-
cree of restitution, on payment of costs and charges, must be 
entered instead of it.

Rev er sal  an d  de cr ee  ac co rd in gly -

The  Teresi ta .

I. A neutral vessel, at anchor, completely laden with a neutral car^’. 
the neutral side of a river dividing neutral from hostile water, was^ 
a blockaded coast, was captured as being subject to just suspicw 
an intent to break the blockade. . • of cap

2. The captain of the vessel (who was, however, absent at the time

* See chart, supra, p. 173.—Kar.
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